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Abiding in the True Vine Who Abides in Us 28 29 | 30
“ Abideinme  as| abidein you . Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the
vine , neither can you unless you abide inme . ° | am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide

in me andlin them bear much fruit , because apart from me you can do nothing. -John 15:4 -5



In my undergraduate days , | played in the college marching band. Its look and style reflected
t hat of Engl andds H. M. Royal M ablowm egimBraah lbiand, ingkeidingv gticke a
twirlin g, bugle -carrying, leopardskin  -dr aped dr ummers. Wedd occasionally
Though I never knew any of those whose lives were being commemorated, | found one of the hymns we
played deeply moving. Queen El izabeth Il included it at h er wedding and Mother Teresa at her funeral.

You may know it: AfAbi de with Me.0 Henry Francis Lyte
weeks before he succumbed to tubercul osi s. It és a pr ay
at the ho ur of difficulty and death. In trying times ,people often |l ong to sense C

that they belong & to God.

The first question of the Heidelberg Catechism asks: What is your only comfort, in life and in
death? The first phrase of the resp onse: That | belong 8 body and soul, in life and in death d not to
myself but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Chri st. I n AZA
present and remain with him, al | the whil e s ence, indfé an®o

in death. That assurance was comfort, causing his fears to melt away, transformed into peace and
confident hope.

The title AAbide with MeoO echoes Jesusd words. Lyt
guaranteed as already answ er ed . Jesusdé6 words in John 15 however,
abide in Him , to stay connected to and with Him 0 because He was theirs and is our only source of life
and power. Jesus said fAabide in meodo becaustayclébetoKimeHs i
knew how prone we are to drifting from Hi m. Maybe tha
15:4 -10.

How t hen, do we abide in Him? Ités not a fAme anc
community and individually: bypray i ng to Him, by feeding on and diges
as His body and bl ood at the Lordods T adldwers, bytsgrving ahers iows |
His name & in love, and by boldly and wisely bearing witness with words to His deep and abiding love.
We also abide by trusting in and doing what Jesus commands, believing He has our best interest at
heart. What would He have us do? He said whatoés best f

The mission of Avenel First Presbyt erian Church is to AGrow in Chri
abiding in Him, the True Vine, without whom we can do nothing , weodl | grow to matur
to share with others the fruit of good works in His name. Keep your eyes and ears open for what Hedl |
in, to, and through you and us, as we abide in Him.

- Bob
Stream Lines Information
The deadline for the May 2013 issu e of Stream Lines will be
Wednesday , April 17, 2013 at 12:00 noon.
Remember to email your articles to:
From the
Susan Smolsk v at streamlines@comcast.net Editor
The May issue will be availabl e for pickup in the Sanctuary on Sunday, April 28, 2013. It will also be
available for online reading and printing by the same date.
If you are receiving a paper copy and would like to view the newsletter in color, please visit

http://avenelpresbyterianchurch.org/newsletter . All online issues are in color
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Vacation Bible School 2013

JULY 22 -26
9:00 AM. T 12:15P.M.

Kingdom Rock: Where Kids Stand Strong for God!
Sir Valiant

Opportunities to Serve

VBS is in the planning stages. Wedre excited about our adventures
Kingdom Rock fAWhere Kids Stand Strong for God!o
We are asking for people to serve and help make our VBS the wonderful program it has been in

previous years. If you serve , | know you will find it a rewarding experience.
Mark your calendars and keep the dates of July 22 -26 available. Just call Carolyn Gilligan and st
sign you up!

Thank you for your continued support of our youth!

FELLOWSHIP AND SPIRITUAL LIFE
SENIOR DINNER

Wednesday, May 15, 2013
Save the Date!

On Wednesday, May 15, 2013, the Fellowship and Spiritual Life
Committee will be hosting their annual dinner to honor the
members of our congregation ages 65 and over. We will be sending out invitations the week of April
15™, so please mark this date on your calendar and keep your eye on your mailbox!

"_A-

I f you dondt receive an’ leasecontact iBarbaratCiocciAp r i | 22

Pastor Nominating C  ommittee

PNC Update (Week of March 3) - The PNC has received
59 pastor resumes to date. After reviewing these applicant
profiles, we have begun to communicate with the top
candidates to obtain further information and reconfirm their
interest. In th e coming weeks, we hope to conduct the first
round of phone interviews.

The Committee, comprised of Ed Benkert, Delia Culton,
Wayne Dubin, Elaine Ferrie, Carolyn Gilligan, Christian
Marshello, Bruce McKee, Kevin Miller, Melissa Miller and
Carolyn Ste venson, is very optimistic of the selection process so far.

Please feel free to give any comments or feedback you have to any of these individuals. We
welcome your comments.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2013

JuLy 22 -26
9:00 A.M.TO 12:15 P.M.

ALL CHILDREN 3 YEARS OLD AND POTTY TRAINED
THROUGH 5™ GRADE

COME AND LEARN OF GODG LOVE!

Music, CRAFTS, SNACKS AND MORE!

SIGN UP Now!

July 22 ™-July 26 ™
First Presbyterian Church of Avenel
621 E. Woodbridge Avenue
Avenel, NJ 07001
732-634-1631
Child ren 3 years old and potty trained through 5 " grade

KINGDOM ROCK
REGISTER BY JULY 5, 2013

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Chil dés Name: M/F

Address:

Birthday Grade completed in June:

Parent/guardian:

Home Phone: Cell Phone:

Emergency Contact:

Allergies:

| give the church permission t 0O use my chil dbds photograph on the chur

Return completed form to the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel, 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue, Avenel, NJ, 07001
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ANNUAL SPRING CLEAN -UP DAY

Saturday, April 27, 2013

Spring is such a joyous time of the year
Come be a part of it all by participating in our Annual Spring Clean -Up Day
on Saturday, April 27, 2013 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. We need
everyoneds help awsmalno job is
w Letds work together to spruce up our c|
fellowship, exercise and fresh air. Free refreshments will be served !

Stewardship Committee Newsletter

Minutes of the Stewardship Committee Meeting
Held on March 12 , 2013

The meeting was opened with prayer by Wayne Dubin .

STEWARDSHIP ISSUES

Charlie Kurowsky discussed coordinating the next Stewardship campaign in the August/September
timeframe with  Rev. Louer or our next Pastor. He and Carol Palmer will take a ¢ loser look at ordering
the tithe envelopes for next year also.

TREASURER®S REPORT

Ed Benkert reported that the net balance for February was - $2,652.34 which decreased our 2013 YTD
General Fund Balance to $1,164.86. In February we began paying our Inter im Pastor , Rev. Louer. Ed
also mentioned that he is paying bills that have not been approved purchases.

PROPERTY CARE

CE Building

1. Gary mentioned that Fezz E lectric may be interested in working as an on -call electrician for us.
Rich will meet witht hem to check on our current electrical problems.

2. Need new or used dumpster behind Gym. Critters are getting in and dragging th e garbage all over

the parking lot. Wayne will look at it to determine the size needed.

Sanctuary

1. The bleed valve in Sa cristy area hot water system is corroded. There is heat right now. To be
reviewed in May/June timeframe.

2. The garbage is not being taken out from the Sanctuary to the dumpster. This needs to be addressed.

3. The No Parking sign was found on the ground . Will need to be fixed.

4. Lights on church  stone wall sign are not working (possible job for Fezz)

5. Wayne will get replacement Magnolia tree for Sanctuary lawn.
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Quiet Room

Ceiling in back far left corner of room has water damage from a leak that h as been fixed.

Gym

1. Lights outin gym. W ill use electrician to replace (possible  job for Fezz)

2. Back doors to parking lot are not closing properly - metal aluminum bar is bent.

Little Fiddler

1. Clean -up furnace room in classroom in Westmin ster Hall (Head Start). Will need t o clean with bleach,
paint and replace some sheetrock. Gay may have someone who would be interested.

2. Sump pump in Room 6 is unplugged. Bruce will check to see if there is a problem.

Annual Spring Clean -Up
Date set for  Saturday, April 27

th

Manse

1. The metal topper on the chimney fell off during hurricane Sandy.
2. Manse electric problems (possibly  addressed by Fezz ).

Chapel
1. Lankydéds Glass repaired broken storm wi nlibot®e rbddays bfr «

40 degrees or higher temperatures to do window glazing.
2. Some of the slate from the Chapel roof has fallen off.
3. Light bulb that shines on Chapel window needs to be replaced (possible job for Fezz).

BUILDING USAGE ISSUES
The Indonesi an Church has obtained new insurance and is back using the Chapel as of 3/10.

Respectfully Submitted,
Gay Patrouch

Committee Members . Frank Battito, Ed Benkert, Rich Culton, Wayne Dubin, Charlie Kurowsky,
Bruce McKee, Gay Patrouch, Joan Ross and Ga ry Stevenson

SERMON PODCASTS

@
|

' We are aware that there is a problem posting and
raccessing o ur weekly Sermon Podcasts. The :
. . situation is bein g handled and this issue should be
Sunday, April 14, 2013 at 10:30 a.m. : resolved shortly. Keep checking our website often
Foll owed by the Deacons for the latest updates. Thank you for your patience.
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) Sunday, April 14, 2013

. “ Come join with your deacon and other members of your parish at
Oy our annual Deacons®6 Luncheon (forr
Sunday, April 14, 2013 immediately following the combined 10:30
a.m. worship service. We will meet in the Gym for sandwiches,
desserts and beverages, as well as fellowship and fun.

See you th ere!

ANNUAL BAKE - OFF
and Pot Luck Supper

Sunday, April 28, 2013

The time is here again for our Annual Pot Luck Supper and
BAKE-OFF. It was so much fun getting together for soup suppers
during these past few weeks that we thought we would ha ve the
Bake - Off sooner this year.
Please join us on Sunday, April 28, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. in
Jacob Morgan Hall. We will start the evening off by sharing a
meal and then moving on to tasting the baked goods and voting process.
Remember that you do  not have to bake to come and enjoy this time of fellowship, but please bring
a covered dish to share.
If you want to be a baker , all you have to do is bring your baked item to the kitchen no later than
4:45 p.m., completely concealed. It will be n umbered and put out for display along with all the other
entries.

Mark your calendars  because this always promises to be great fun!

C amp Johnsonburg 2013

Attention Youth 2 " Grad ethrough 12 ™ Grade!

Camp Johnsonburg i s our P r offels yat geeaty (¢
summer camping experience. We are offering camperships to each

student who would like to attend this program. Camperships are

$50.00 for a half week (when offered) and $100.00 for a full week

per student this year. We hope that you will consider going. Many
different programs are offered. You can get a brochure about the
programs through Sunday School or call the Church Office at 732 -
634 -1631. You can also find Camp Johnsonburg online at http://www.campjburg.org. If you have any
questio ns, please contact Shirley Benkert
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Each year the Bersey Scholarship is given to one or more
graduating high school seniors who are furthering their
education and are  active in the life of our church. Each year we

take a special offering so that t his tradition of honoring our
youth for their work can continue. You can help by making a
i=Teiplelle|at=T1alleM=Wiglel donation, using a specially marke d envelope available in the
Sanctuary pews, and placing it in the offering basket . You can
also send your donation  to the Church Off ice. The offering envelopes will be in the pews on April 21 and

April 28, 2013. Thank you for your support!

Church Organ

Organ Update from the Worship Committee : Justin case
you hear a key stick or a sudden change in volume, it is
because our 19706s organ i s showin

Please pray for guidance in deciding the fate of our
beloved instrument.

DOWN THE ROAD

National Day of Prayer - Thursday, May 2, 2013

May Friendship Day 1 Friday, May 3, 2013

Youth Fundrais er (Mexican Fiesta Night) - Sunday, May 5, 2013
Mot h er 6% Sudday, May 12, 2013

Day of Ascension i Thursday, May 9, 2013

Pentecost Sunday 1 Sunday, May 19, 2013

Presbyterian Heritage Sunday T Sunday, May 26, 2013
Memorial Day Observed 7 Monday, May 27, 2013

Fat her 6isSuidayyJune 16, 2013

X X X X X X X X X

Presbyterian Y  outh Triennium

July 16 -20, 2013 at Perdue University
Registration Deadline: May 15, 2013

Cost: $469.00 includes housing, meals, conference T -shirt and all
programming. Funds are available to help with the registration fee
and travel expenses.

For High School youth (graduating class es of 2013 -2017)

This event is sponsored by the PC(USA) and the Cumberland Presbyterian Churches for the purpose of
gathering Presbyterian and Reformed young p eople from all over the United States and the world
together for worship, prayer, play and community.

For more information, please contact the Church Office or visit http://presbyterianyouth triennium.org.
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Bringing Warmth, Building Hope

Put your caring into action - Give a Blankets+ Mot her 6:

Blanket§+ is a special mission opportunity for all ages. Some 8,QOO CHURCH WORLD SERVICE
congregations and groups across the U.S. hold Church World Service BLANKETS+
Blankets+ events, providing funds to help people in need around th e world.

For over 60 years, CWS has worked in partnership with local communities to identify their needs and
access the resources they need to build the foundation for a more viable future, including:

1 Blankets, tents, food and other emergency supplies in the wake of a disaster

1 Tools and seeds for refugees returning home to replant their fields

1  Wells for families living in drought -prone areas to provide clean, safe water to drink and to irrigate
crops and gardens

1 Literacy training and microcredit for wom en struggling to realize their potential.

Hurricane Sandy made landfall on Monday evening, October 29, 2012, in New Jersey and left a trail of
destruction, floods and power outages for millions of people across the northeast United States and earlier
in the Caribbean.

CWS is providing material resources, including blankets, hygiene kits, school kits, baby kits and clean -
up buckets to local agencies in New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania and West Virginia. Over 2,000
heavyweight blankets were provided to the Community Food Bank of New Jersey in Hillside immediately
following the storm. In the Caribbean, CWS focused on re -establishing food security efforts in the Haitian
co-ops and providing material goods to address food security and shelter concerns in Cuba.

CWS Disaster Response Specialists are working with state, regional and local organizations, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), our member denominations and other agencies to determine
where further assistance is needed.

This Mot her 6s Day, May 12, 2013, we invite you to honor
person you honor on Motherés Day, with a gift to the
someone in great need in one of more than 80 countries, including o ur own.

Please fill out the following form and return it to the Church Office at 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue,
Avenel, NJ 07001, together with your check made payable to the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel. You
may also place these items in the offerin g plate. Pl ease put the notati on,
and check.

Donations will not be accepted after Sunday, May 5, 2013

(@ {1

Please Print Clearly

Your Name(s):

Phone: Amount Enclosed: $

In Memory of:

In Honor of:

[9]
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» r Prayer Requests
lh“ To add someone to this list, please
FOR OUR MILITARY call the Church Office at
732-634-1631

Our Military Servicemen, Servic ewomen and
Their Families Recent Concerns
Lauren Hansen , Jeffrey Hansen, Bryan Palmer , Jake Ry an Kost
Edward Merz , Jovan Diaz , Anthony Battito |, grandson)
Michael Warren , Lauren K. Pfeifer , Amy Updike ,
Robert Bartko , Rev. Adam Tietje , Daniel Hedner Health and Healing
Dot and Pete Allebach, Scott Severyn, Mauree n
. Nielsen, Harry Musselman, Jennifer Perez, Eugene
FREEDOM | SNOT FREFE Breza

SOMEBODY PAID.

Those with On -Goin g Long - Term Concerns

Ann Marie Carola (friend of John and Linda
Guarracino ), Nancy Leclair (sister of Shirley
Benkert ), Jennifer Perez , Diana Dydak , Jeremy
Remember Hogan, Esther Nielsen,  Josephine DeVito (mother

Our Homebound Members of Carol Palmer ), Tessa Campbell ( niece of Arleen
Schreiber )

Eleanor Smith and Toni Anderson

Christian Reflection

How Poor We Are

One day, a father of a very wealthy family, took his son on
a trip to the country with the firm purpose of showin g his son
how poor people live. They spent a couple of days and nights
on the farm of what would be considered a very poor family.
On their return from their trip,
was the trip?09

"It was great, Dad."

"Did you see how poor  people live?" the father asked.

"Oh yeah," said the son.

"So, tell me, what did you learn from the trip?" asked the father.

The son answered, "l saw that we have one dog and they had four. We have a pool that reaches to the

middle of our garden, and they h ave a creek that has no end. We have imported lanterns in our garden,

and they have the stars at night. Our patio reaches to the front yard, and they have the whole horizon.

We have a small piece of land to live on, and they have fields that go beyond our sight. We have
servants who serve us, but they serve others. We buy our food, but they grow theirs. We have walls

around our property to protect us. T hey have friends to protect them."

The boy's father was speechless.

Then his son added, "Thanks, Dad, for showing me how poor we are."
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April Birthdays

If there are any omissions
or errors in the April

April Memory Verse . ! birthday list, please contact
i | the Church Office at 732 -
Hebrews 11:6  (NIV) 634 -1631. Thank you! [m
: And without faith it is impossible to please God,
because anyone who comes to him must believe 10 Grace Musselman
that he exists and that he rewards those who ' 114 Carol Palmer
earnestly seek him. . 116 Dakota Platt
20 Janet Appel
1 21 Kelly Gadol

i 23 Maritza Flores -Shah

' Dean Manente
Carolyn Stockl

. Jackie Turnbull

| 24 Suzanne Hatatah

1 26 Sandy Kosakow ski

Thought oft  he Month

Dondét wait for someone tC
Plant your own garden and decorate :
your own soul.

NIV - New Arrivals
\\\\\ »/// » 1 '
NN L w08 | b
R § ¢ ﬁ\\’l L I ' '
s el hf/l (b1 ) I‘..‘ /ELQm P January
/\Rﬂ/ e & M—*—‘l 1 || Congratulations to Don and Carolyn Gilligan on
_ (TIORRIT s b o . .
?Aw,\- Do the birth of their grandson, Jake Ryan.
. - = g™ b
il February
Transferred to the Church i Congratulations to Ed and Shirley Benkert, Lillian
Tri hant i1 Thorsen and Joan Benkert on the birth of their
riumphan . grandson/great -grandson, Lu ke Nathaniel.
March 2013 i Philip Prasser , our beloved friend March
i and church member since March 1993 until . | Congratulations to Gary and Carolyn Stevenson
; moving away in 200 9. Phil served his country and Arleen Schreiber on the birth of their
; proudly in the United States Navy and was a i 1 granddaughter/great  -granddaughter, Mia Noelle.
» devoted Cub and Boy Scout leader. Our : |

sympathies to his wife Judi and family.

_____________________________________________________________________



LIFE'S TOO SHORT TO WALK
AROUND ANGRY! SO BE HAPPY

A YOou AND SING IT OUT LOUD!
Did know... . _

The 1450 house of Presbyterian leader
John Knox on the Royal Mile in Edinburgh,
Scotland, has a set of interior stairs with
deliberately uneven steps. In some cases,
the riser height goes from 8 inches to 12
inches from one step to the next.

The stairs were built to trip up
unsuspecting intruders, leaving them laid
out flat.

In Our Denomination WPRIAy

o s
Earth Day - -
Monday, April 22, 2013 ® 6"Ib £
(Earth Day Sunday ~ April 21, 2013)

(Us A)
The Presbyterian Church (USA), through the National Council of Churches Eco -Justice Program, supports
and urges participation in Earth Day Sunday each and every year. The purpose of Earth Day Sunday is

to celebrate Goddés marvelous creation from a Christian
The theme for Earth Day 2013 is AThe Face of Climate Change. 0
Cli mate change has many faces. 't s a nedoaating nis familyeas dda | d

levels rise, a farmer in Kansas struggling to make ends meet as prolonged drought ravages the crops, a
fisherman on the Niger River whose nets often come up empty, a child in New Jersey who lost her home

to a super -storm,awoma n i n Bangl adesh who canét get fresh wate
cyclones.

And they are not only human faces. They are the polar bear in the mel
threatened mangrove forests, the Right whale in plankton -poor part s of the warming North Atlantic, the

orangutan in Indonesian forests segmented by more frequent brushfires and droughts.

And these faces of climate change are multiplying every day.

From the PC(USA) Environmental Policy

Godoés wor k i n cr emaderiulptoo ancent, ttoo deauifd and too good to be desecrated.
Restoring creation is Godbés own work in our time, in w
Creator -Redeemer calls faithful people to become engaged with God in keeping and heal ing the creation

i both human and non -human. And the 202 "™ General Assembly recognizes and accepts restoring
creation as a central concern of the church, to be incorporated into its life and mission at every level.
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