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OUR LORD HAS WRITTEN THE PROMISE OF THE RESURRECTION, NOT ONLY 
IN BOOKS ALONE, BUT IN EVERY LEAF IN SPRINGTIME. 

- Martin Luther 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Pastor 
 
 

April 2014 

 

COME, DRINK FROM THE FONT OF EVERY BLESSING 

 

Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you. (1 Peter 

5:7) 

 

Some of you have probably seen it in Wyoming, at Yellowstone 

National Park. I’d venture (hope at least) that most American 

school children know of and can name the natural geological 

phenomenon that, like clockwork every 91 minutes, spews a 

tower of water 125 feet skyward. Since 1870, because of its 

predictable expulsions, “it” has been affectionately dubbed Old 

Faithful. 

 

Must we trek to Wyoming to see the lone example of well-

ordered faithfulness in the universe? Of course not! Other well-

ordered natural phenomena abound. One has just officially 

occurred, that continues to unfold daily. At 12:57 P.M. on March 

20, winter officially yielded to spring. This is technically known as 

the “vernal equinox” when, in its annual transit around the sun, 

the earth’s tilt relative to the sun’s is zero; that is, the axis of 

the earth points neither toward nor away from that of the sun. 

Like Old Faithful, this happens like clockwork each year, and at 

the same time. It is why we can count on winter always giving 

way to spring. This year, for many who share our patch of the 

globe, this couldn’t have happened soon enough! But happen it 

did, yet again.  

 

Thus, (when we take a moment to look!) we can see signs of 

new life and new beginnings, springing up through the ground all 

around us—crocuses, tulips, hyacinths, weeds! Grass is 

exchanging shades of brown for green. Buds are forming and 

blooming on trees and shrubs. We hear more bird chatter. 

Breezes get warmer as the temperature climbs. The sun dips 
below the horizon later each day. Could we not also refer to this 
transit of the earth around the sun and the change of seasons it 
prompts as “Old Faithful”? 
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Breezes get warmer as the temperature climbs. The sun dips below the horizon later each day. Could we 

not also refer to this transit of the earth around the sun and the change of seasons it prompts as “Old 

Faithful”? 
 

Ultimately though, Old Faithful is…well, God. God is constant. Steady. Faithful. God is faithful to be God 

for and with us, to love, sustain, protect, forgive, comfort, delight in, and renew us. God communicates 

(reveals) His faithfulness to us through His written Word, the Bible. God also sent His son Jesus to 

reveal God’s self to us materially, in terms we humans can understand. God also comes to us in Spirit, 

living within, nurturing, and sustaining us. Through Jesus’ death on the cross for us, God graciously 

made right humanity’s unfaithfulness to God. By trusting that Jesus reconciled humanity’s divorce from 

God caused by sin, we can be assured of rising, like Jesus, to new and everlasting life, in spirit, mind, 

and body. We get a fresh new beginning, a massive do-over, just because…God loves us. How would 

God have us respond? In faith and with gratitude, empowered by the Spirit to be Jesus’ faithful 

followers. 
 

Are you weary, tired of life or religion, of performing for God or others? Are you running from God? Are 

you suffering physically, emotionally, or spiritually? Are you grieving the loss of someone or something? 

Is life barreling over you with stress, change, transition, or uncertainty? Are you filling your thirst for 

God or for legitimate God-given needs or desires in ways that are impeding or completely blocking your 

movement toward God or others? In this season, as season after season, you can turn to the only One 

who will never fail you, Old Faithful, Jesus. 
 

As it happens, the seasons of the church also reflect the order and rhythm of God’s creation. In April, 

the Season of Lent will give way to the Season of Easter, which will in turn yield to the Season of 

Pentecost. During Lent, to prepare themselves to celebrate Easter freely and joyfully, many Christians 

intensify their usual daily spiritual disciplines. They study God’s written Word, the Bible, communicate 

with God in prayer, speaking and listening, they bless others as God has blessed them—by loving and 

serving them—and they reflect both on their walk with, toward, or away from God and God’s 

unswerving faithfulness to them. The practice of these disciplines stretches them, us, like an elongated 

Slinky. We grow and, though our daily rhythms may change after Lent, we’re not the same. God 

transforms our hearts as we draw closer to Him. God implants in our hearts a desire for relational 

intimacy with Him and others. That is the reason for which God created us, to enjoy intimacy in right 

relationship with God and others, to God’s glory. Is that your desire? 
 

If, after the seasons of Lent and Easter, we ignore or abandon communion with our ever-faithful God, 

what does that say about our journey to Easter through Lent? Was it just so much window dressing, 

going through the motions of religion? Why? For whose benefit? Not ours; not God’s. Surely no good 

fruit will be borne of that. Instead, for the remainder of Lent, and after Easter, why not continue, or if 

you hadn’t begun to do so, begin anew to hunger and thirst for God. Drink deeply from the font of every 

blessing, the Living Water of our Old Faithful God who makes all things new. Read and study Scripture. 

Pray. Serve others. Do these things with others and privately. Cast your anxiety on Him because He 

cares for you. The Old Faithful God of new beginnings is risen indeed, and so can you. Happy Easter 

Season! 

 

In Christ, 

 

Bob Louer 

Pastor 
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Stream Lines Information 
 

The deadline for the May 2014 issue of Stream Lines will be 

Wednesday, April 16, 2014 at 12:00 noon. 

 

Remember to email your articles to: 

 

Susan Smolsky at streamlines@comcast.net 

From the 
Editor  

   

     The May issue will be available for pickup in the Sanctuary on Sunday, April 27, 2014.  It will also be 

available for online reading and printing on or about Wednesday, April 23, 2014. 

 

     If you are receiving a paper copy and would like to view the newsletter in color, please visit 

http://avenelpresbyterianchurch.org/newsletter.  All online issues are in color. 

 

 
 
  

         In Our Denomination 
 

EARTH DAY 
Tuesday, April 22, 2014 

 
 

The theme for Earth Day 2014 is “The Green Cities Campaign.” 

 

Earth Day Network launched the Green Cities campaign in the fall of 2013 to help cities around the 

world become more sustainable and reduce their carbon footprint. Focused on three key elements – 

buildings, energy, and transportation – the campaign aims to help cities accelerate their transition to a 

cleaner, healthier, and more economically viable future through improvements in efficiency, investments 

in renewable technology, and regulation reform. 
 

Today, more than half of the world’s population lives in cities. As the urban population grows and the 

effects of climate change worsen, our cities have to evolve. 
 

Spanning Earth Day 2014 and 2015, the campaign will work with an international team of partners, 

including local organizers, non-profits, businesses, and governments to help increase public awareness, 

mobilize support for appropriate policies, and generate concrete commitments for innovative and 

replicable initiatives. 
 

It’s time for us to invest in efficiency and renewable energy, rebuild our cities and towns, and begin to 

solve the climate crisis. Over the next two years, with a focus on Earth Day 2014, the Green Cities 

campaign will mobilize a global movement to accelerate this transition. 
 

Join us in calling for a new era of green cities. Find more information at http://earthday.org/greencities. 

 

 

From the PC(USA) Environmental Policy 
 

God’s work in creation is too wonderful, too ancient, too beautiful and too good to be desecrated. 

Restoring creation is God’s own work in our time, in which God comes both to judge and to restore.  The 

Creator-Redeemer calls faithful people to become engaged with God in keeping and healing the creation 

– both human and non-human. And the 202nd General Assembly recognizes and accepts restoring 

creation as a central concern of the church, to be incorporated into its life and mission at every level. 
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PALM SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE 
Sunday, April 13, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. 

Please join us! 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
TENEBRAE  SERVICE 

Thursday, April 17, 2014 
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Communion will be offered. 

EASTER SUNDAY 
WORSHIP SERVICE 

 
Sunday, April 20, 2014 

at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary. 

 
Join us for this most 
joyous celebration of 

the risen Lord.  
A full breakfast will be served in Jacob Morgan 

Hall immediately following the service. 
 

 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 
Sunday, April 20, 2014 at 7:00 a.m. in the Chapel 

GOOD FRIDAY 
 

Friday, April 18, 2014 
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Each year the church offers Easter Lilies to members and friends of the 

congregation to remember or honor a loved one.  If you would like to 

place an order for a plant(s), please fill out the information below and 

return it to the Church Office at 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue, Avenel, NJ 

07001, with your check made payable to the First Presbyterian Church.  

Each plant is $8.00. 

 

Orders will be accepted until Monday, April 7, 2014. 

 

Plants may be taken by those who donated them after the 10:00 morning worship service on Easter 

Sunday.  Any plants remaining will be distributed to those families and friends who have lost loved ones 

this past year. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Print Clearly 

 

 

Your Name(s)__________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Phone Number _________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Number of Plants __________     Total Amount Enclosed $_______________ 

 

 

In Memory of: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

In Honor of:  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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ANNUAL BAKE-OFF 
and Pot Luck Supper

 

Sunday, April 6, 2014 

5:00 p.m. – Jacob Morgan Hall 

 

R E M I N D E R 
 

The time is here again for our Annual Pot Luck Supper 

and BAKE-OFF. 

 

We will start the evening off by sharing a meal and then moving on 

to tasting the baked goods and voting process. 

 

Remember, you do not have to bake to come and enjoy this time of fellowship, but please bring a 

covered dish to share. If you want to be a baker, all you have to do is bring your baked item to the 

kitchen, no later than 4:45 p.m., completely concealed.  It will be numbered and put out for display 

along with all the entries. 

 

Ribbons will be given for two categories:  Presentation and Taste 

 

Mark your calendars.  This always promises to be great fun! 

 

Last year we had an overwhelming number of people attending.  Let’s do it again! 

  

 
 
 

 

Vacation Bible School 2014 
 

JULY 28th thru AUGUST 1st 

9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

 

Weird Animals:  Discover the Unconditional Love of Jesus! 

 

 

Opportunities to Serve 

 

      

VBS is in the planning stages. We’re excited about our adventures in 

Weird Animals where we will learn about the unconditional love of Jesus! 

 

We are asking for people to serve and help make our VBS the wonderful program it has been in 

previous years. If you serve, I know you will find it a rewarding experience. 

  

Mark your calendars and keep the dates of July 28th thru August 1st available. Just call Carolyn Gilligan 

at 732-636-9493 and she’ll sign you up. 

  

Thank you for your continued support of our youth! 

 

 

Shred 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2014 
 

JULY 28TH
 – AUGUST 1ST

  
9:00 A.M. TO 12:15 P.M. 

 

ALL CHILDREN 3 YEARS OLD AND POTTY TRAINED 

THROUGH 5TH
 GRADE 

 

COME AND LEARN OF GOD’S LOVE! 
 

MUSIC, CRAFTS, SNACKS AND MORE! 

 

SIGN UP NOW! 
 

July 28th – August 1st   

First Presbyterian Church of Avenel 

621 E. Woodbridge Avenue 

Avenel, NJ 07001 

732-634-1631 

Children 3 years old and potty trained through 5th grade 
 

WEIRD ANIMALS 
 

REGISTER BY JULY 11, 2014 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

 

Child’s Name: __________________________________________________________M/F__________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Birthday _______________________________        Grade completed in June: ___________________ 

 

Parent/guardian: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone: ___________________________        Cell Phone: ______________________________ 

 

Emergency Contact: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Allergies: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I give the church permission to use my child’s photograph on the church’s website.  _____Yes _____No 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Axl Fern Milton Shred Iggy 

 
Return completed form to the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel, 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue, Avenel, NJ, 07001 
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MEXICAN FIESTA NIGHT 
YOUTH MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER 

 

Sunday, May 4, 2014 

Doors Open at 4:00 p.m. – Serve Until 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

Tickets: 
 

Adults 13-99 - $8.00     Children 3-12 - $5.00 

Under 3 and Over 99 – Free 

Tickets can be pre-purchased or bought at the door. 

 

Menu: 
 

Mexican Favorites (Tacos, Fajitas, Black Beans, Rice, etc.), 

Salad Bar, Desserts and Beverages 

 

All proceeds go to benefit the Youth Mission Trip to Tioga Center, New York in July. 

 

 
 

 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 2014 
 

The National Day of Prayer is being observed on Thursday, May 1, 2014.  On 

this day, we, as Christians, will have an opportunity to emphasize how 

important prayer is to ourselves and to the nation. 

 

In observance of this day, the members of the First Presbyterian Church of 

Avenel will gather in front of the Chapel at 12:15 p.m. for a short prayer 

service.  All who are interested are invited to attend. 

 

 
 
  

DOWN THE ROAD . . . . .  
 

 

 Bersey Scholarship Fund Collection – Sunday, April 27, 2014 

 National Day of Prayer - Thursday, May 1, 2014 

 May Friendship Day – Friday, May 2, 2014 

 Older Adult Week Begins – Sunday, May 4-10, 2014 

 Bersey Scholarship Fund Presentation – Sunday, May 4, 2014 

 Youth Sunday – Sunday, May 4, 2014 

 Youth Fundraiser (Mexican Fiesta Night) - Sunday, May 4, 2014 

 Mother’s Day – Sunday, May 11, 2014 

 Senior Dinner – Wednesday, May 14, 2014 

 Presbyterian Heritage Sunday – Sunday, May 25, 2014 

 Memorial Day Observed – Monday, May 26, 2014 

 Day of Ascension – Thursday, May 29, 2014 

 Youth Fundraiser (Car Wash) – Sunday, June 1, 2014 

 Pentecost Sunday – Sunday, June 8, 2014 

 Father’s Day – Sunday, June 15, 2014 

 Trinity Sunday – Sunday, June 15, 2014 
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Bringing Warmth, Building Hope 
 

Put your caring into action -- Give a Blankets+ Mother’s Day Gift 

 

Blankets+ is a special mission opportunity for all ages.  Some 8,000 

congregations and groups across the U.S. hold Church World Service 

Blankets+ events, providing funds to help people in need around the world. 

For over 60 years, CWS has worked in partnership with local communities to identify their needs and 

access the resources they need to build the foundation for a more viable future, including: 

 

 Blankets, tents, food and other emergency supplies in the wake of a disaster. 

 Tools and seeds for refugees returning home to replant their fields. 

 Wells for families living in drought-prone areas to provide clean, safe water to drink and to irrigate 

crops and gardens. 

 Literacy training and microcredit for women struggling to realize their potential. 

 

The following represent some of the many ways CWS provided assistance with blankets for 2013: 

 

INTERNATIONAL SHIPMENTS 

 

Cuba 

 120 heavyweight blankets for distribution through partner agency Iglesia Bando Evangelico Gedeon 

 

DOMESTIC SHIPMENTS 

 

Colorado 

 510 heavyweight and 510 lightweight blankets to Springs Adventist Academy in Colorado Springs 

in response to wildfires 

 120 lightweight and 60 heavyweight blankets to Adventist Community Services Disaster Relief in 

Loveland in response to flooding 

 120 lightweight blankets to New Genesis in Denver in response to needs of homeless in the area 

 90 lightweight and 90 heavyweight blankets to Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church in response 

to flooding 

 60 lightweight and 30 heavyweight blankets for Ecumenical Refugee & Immigration Services in 

Denver for distribution to resettling refugees 
 

Indiana 

 240 heavyweight blankets to Central Christian Church in Indianapolis for distribution to 

economically disadvantaged 
 

Kentucky 

 300 lightweight blankets to Sisters of Hope Charitable Community and Disaster Relief in Garrett 
 

Maryland 

 90 heavyweight blankets to Linthicum Heights United Methodist Church for distribution to homeless 
 

Michigan 

 180 heavyweight and 60 lightweight blankets and 105 baby blankets to Kalamazoo Dream Center 

for distribution to homeless 
 

Minnesota 

 35 baby blankets to Minnesota Council of Churches Refugee Services in Minneapolis for refugee 

families resettling in Minnesota 
 

Missouri 

 300 heavyweight blankets to the Salvation Army in Kansas City in response to emergency needs 
 

New Mexico 

 240 heavyweight blankets to Taos County Housing Authority in response to needs of homeless and 

economically disadvantaged 
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 120 heavyweight blankets to The Community Pantry in Gallup in response to needs of homeless 

and economically disadvantaged 
 

New York 

 510 lightweight blankets to Operation Hope Charities in Jamaica for continued response to 

Hurricane Sandy 
 

Ohio 

 90 heavyweight blankets to Sunbury United Methodist Church for distribution to homeless and 

economically disadvantaged 
 

Oklahoma 

 300 lightweight blankets to First Christian Church in Edmond in response to tornadoes 

 300 lightweight blankets to Holy Ascension Orthodox Church in Norman in response to tornadoes 

 90 heavyweight blankets to Canadian County Long Term Recovery Committee in response to 

flooding 
 

Utah 

 270 heavyweight blankets to Crossroads Urban Center in Salt Lake City for distribution to homeless 

and economically disadvantaged families 
 

Washington 

 390 heavyweight blankets for distribution to homeless through First Presbyterian Church in Seattle 

 90 heavyweight blankets to Kirkland Interfaith Network at Lake Washington for distribution in 

nearby tent camp 
 

West Virginia 

 60 lightweight blankets to Appalachian Outreach in Moundsville for continued response to Hurricane 

Sandy 

  

This Mother’s Day, May 11, 2014, we invite you to honor your mother, grandmother, or that special 

person you honor on Mother’s Day, with a gift to the Blankets+ program. Share the warmth with someone 

in great need in one of more than 80 countries, including our own. 
 

Please fill out the following form and return it to the Church Office at 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue, Avenel, 

NJ 07001, together with your check made payable to the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel.  You may 

also place these items in the offering plate. Please put the notation, “Blankets+” on your envelope and 

check. 
 

Donations will not be accepted after Sunday, May 4, 2014 
 
 

Please Print Clearly 

 

Your Name(s): 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: _______________________________     Amount Enclosed: $____________________________ 

 

In Memory of: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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THE BERSEY SCHOLARSHIP FUND is a memorial to Ken and Maxie 

Bersey, a couple who were very involved in this church many years 

ago.  The fund was originally established by their son.  Today it takes 

the form of a financial gift to one or more of our outstanding high-

school seniors who have demonstrated a commitment to Jesus Christ 

and a dedication to the youth programs of this church through 

Sunday School, Fellowship, Worship, Music Programs, and/or Service projects. 

 

Once a year we have an open offering to replenish this fund.  Your gift will be meaningful to the young 

people who receive it, as well as a lasting tribute to a family whose presence greatly influenced this 

church.  We will be making a collection for this year on Sunday, April 27.  Please enclose your gift in 

a marked envelope found in the pew or send your gift to the Church Office. 

   

Thank you.   

The Christian Education Committee   

 

 

 

 

Clerk’s Corner 
Notes from Session 

 

 

 The Bersey Fund Scholarship for high school seniors will be 

awarded on Sunday, May 4, 2014. Announcements for the fund will be made on Sunday, April 13th 

and Sunday, April 20th, with the collection of donations on Sunday, April 27th. 

 Youth Sunday will be held on May 4, 2014. 

 Michael Sipla, our Youth Fellowship director, is planning a Saturday evening discussion group for 

youth on world events from a Christian perspective. 

 Tonny and Ifke Seik will be presenting their son, Jordan, for baptism on Palm Sunday.  Welcome, 

Jordan! 

 Wayne Dubin was installed as Elder for a 3 year term at our Session meeting on March 18th.  

Welcome, Wayne! 

 Kevin and Melissa Miller have transferred to the Fanwood Presbyterian Church.  God’s blessings as 

you continue on your Christian journey!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ordination and Installation of  
Elders and Deacons 

 

During the Session meeting on Tuesday, March 18, 2014, the 

following officer was reinstalled as an Elder of  

The First Presbyterian Church of Avenel: 

 

Wayne Dubin 
 

                                                               Thank you, Wayne, for your continued service to our church. 

 



[12] 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and 

Their Families 

 

Robert Bartko, Anthony Battito, Jovan Diaz, 

Lauren Hansen, Jeffrey Hansen, Daniel Hedner, 

Edward Merz, Bryan Palmer, Lauren K. Pfeifer, 

Rev. Adam Tietje, Amy Updike, Michael Warren, 

Rob Zardona 

 

 

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE. 

SOMEBODY PAID. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Eleanor Smith and Toni Anderson 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

To add someone to this list, please 

call the Church Office at 

732-634-1631 

 

 

Recent Concerns 
 

Bob Toro, The Domingo Family, Julie Madsen 

(friend of Joan Ross), Dottie Aaron, Steve Aaron, 

Eleanor Smith  

 
 

Health and Healing 
 

Pete Allebach, Thomas Kurzeja, Harry 

Musselman, Maureen Nielsen, Jennifer Perez 

 
 

Those with On-Going Long-Term Concerns 
 

Tessa Campbell (niece of Arleen Schreiber), Ann 

Marie Carola (friend of John and Linda 

Guarracino), Josephine DeVito (mother of Carol 

Palmer), Diana Dydak, Nancy Leclair (sister of 

Shirley Benkert), Esther Nielsen, Jennifer Perez 

 
 

In Sympathy 
 

Our sympathies to Stacey, Rob, Robbie, Logan 

and Aidan Castro and family on the passing of 

Stacey’s father-in-law, Robert Castro. 

   

 

 

 

Why Me? 
By: Kari Myers 

 

When our puppy developed hip dysplasia requiring surgery, I asked, “Why 

him? Why me?”  Finding no satisfying answer, I proceeded to feel sorry for 

Mocha and myself – sorry for his pain and suffering and for the financial 

sacrifice we’d have to make to help him. 

 

So I was surprised to observe that Mocha didn’t share my dismay.  He 

hopped along happily on three legs without complaint.  Neither did the 

surgery dampen his spirits.  Never mind the six-inch scar or the cone around his collar. The ordeal made 

no noticeable impact on his determination to enjoy life. 

 

I reasoned, “That’s because he doesn’t have the capacity to ask why bad things happen to good dogs.”  

But then a thought occurred:  Perhaps if God revealed the answers, our human minds wouldn’t have the 

capacity to understand.  So maybe Mocha had the right idea.  Maybe it’s better not to waste time 

wondering why and just be thankful instead for what we have. 
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Christian Reflections 
 

A Father’s Promise 

By: Grant McDonald 

 

Ten years ago (1989), an 8.2 earthquake almost 

flattened Armenia, killing over 30,000 people in 

less than four minutes. It's hard to imagine the 

anguish, the pain, and the suffering that began in 

those four brief minutes of time -- people's worlds 

were shaken and lives crushed. In spite of the 

devastation, such tragedies often bring out the 

best in people -- at least it provides a window to 

peak at the contents of each heart. Let me show 

you the loving heart of one father. 
 

In the midst of chaos and destruction, he rushed to 

his son's school. But instead of a school, he found 

a shapeless heap of rubble. Imagine what went 

through his mind. What would have gone through 

your mind? Perhaps, shock would have crippled 

you as it did the other parents who were walking 

around dazed, clutching at their hearts and calling 

out their child's name. But in the case of this 

father, the sight of rubble and ruin only made him 

spring into action. He ran to the back corner of the 

building where his son's class room used to be and 

began to dig. Why? What real hope did he have? 

What were the chances that his son could have 

survived such destruction? All he knew was that he 

had made a promise to always be there for his son. 

It was this promise that gave strength to his body 

and motivated him mentally. 
 

As he began to dig, well-meaning parents tried to 

pull him out of the rubble saying: "It's too late!" 

"They're dead!" "You can't help!" "Go home!" 

"There's nothing you can do!" The fire chief tried to 

pull him off the rubble by saying, "Fires and 

explosions are happening everywhere. You're in 

danger. Go home!" Finally, the police came and 

said, "You're angry, distraught, but it's over. Go 

home." But this father had made a promise, and he 

was going to keep it! 
 

The love this father had in his heart for his son 

kept him digging for eight . . . 12 . . . 24 . . . 36 

hours. Then, in the 38th hour, he pulled back a 

boulder and heard his sons' voice crying for help. 

Immediately, he screamed, "ARMAND!" Back came 

the words, "Dad!? I told them! I told the other kids 

that if you were still alive, you'd save me! You 

promised me, you said you'd always be there for 

me! You did it, Dad!” 

 A determined father, a promise kept, and a stone 

rolled away to reveal life and give freedom. The 

story of Armand's dad reminds us of the events of 

that first Easter when our Heavenly Father kept a 

greater promise by rolling away a much more 

significant stone. With the rolling away of that 

stone, came eternal life, and true lasting freedom 

in Christ! And you know what? Our Heavenly 

Father is still in the business of rolling away 

stones. 
 

What are the stones in your life? It doesn't matter 

how big or small they may be. Our Father is 

looking for you right now. He's looking through the 

rubble and the ruin of lives not lived for Him, and 

He wants to roll away your stone of despair, your 

rock of remorse, your boulder of bondage. May you 

remember, or perhaps even discover for the first 

time, that our God has made the greatest promises 

ever made, and He is abundantly able to keep 

them all, just as He kept that very special promise 

to His own Son some two thousand years ago. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Did You Know?  

 

1. The croissant was invented in Austria. 
 

2. African Grey Parrots have vocabularies of over 

200 words. 
 

3. People don’t sneeze when they are asleep. 
 

4. Hummingbirds are the only birds that can fly 

backwards. 

 
 

New Jersey Timeline 

 

1766 - Rutgers University is founded. 
 

1776 - New Jersey’s first newspaper, the New 

Jersey Gazette, issues its first edition. 
 

1776 - New Jersey adopts its first state 

constitution. 
 

1783 - Princeton briefly serves as the nation’s 

capital. 
 

1785 - Trenton briefly serves as the nation’s 

capital. 
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April Memory Verse 
 

1 Peter 5:7 (NIV, NRSV) 

 

Cast all your anxiety on  

Him because He cares for you. 

 

 
 
 

 

Thought of the Month 
 

Faith in God changes everything. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

The resurrection gives my life meaning and 

direction and the opportunity to start over no 

matter what my circumstances.  ~Robert Flatt 

 
 

 

 

APRIL 
Birthdays 

 

If there are any omissions or 

errors in the April birthday 

list, please contact the 

Church Office at 732-634-

1631. Thank you!  
 

10 Grace Musselman 

14 Carol Palmer 

16 Dakota Platt 

20 Janet Appel 

21 Kelly Gradol 

23 Dean Manente 

Maritza Flores-Shah 

Carolyn Stockl 

Jackie Turnbull 

24 Suzanne Hatatah 

26 Sandy Kosakowski 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

   
 

 SPRING 

A THOUSAND TIMES 

I FAILED. 

     STILL YOUR 

Mercy 
                               REMAINS 
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First Presbyterian Church of Avenel 
621 E. Woodbridge Avenue 
Avenel, NJ  07001 
(732) 634-1631 
 
Address Service Requested 
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