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August 2009 

 

“What a Ride!” 

 
Ecclesiastes 3 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

     A lot has happened in the last month.  And as I write this article from the desk in my new office, I 

am overcome by a deep sense of gratitude.  I can’t help but think about all the people who volunteered 

their time to prepare the office for my arrival: scrubbing walls, cleaning windows, moving furniture, and 

even hanging a welcome sign on the front door.  And this office is only the tip of the iceberg.  There’s 

been a mountain of unseen work beneath the surface that I can only guess at.  Bringing in a new pastor 

is a journey not for the faint of heart, and this particular journey has tested the resolve of all parties 

involved.  And yet…we made it. 

     As my family and I eat pizza amidst a sea of boxes in our dining room, I can’t help but think back to 

the ordination process, the completion of seminary, and the sense of excitement when I came home 

from my final interview with the PNC.  I can’t help but think about the sacrifices my family made to 

support me through this process, the long hours spent studying for exams and writing papers, the 

internships, the interviews -- and yet…we made it. 

     There is a palpable excitement in the air.  You can hear it echoing in our voices. You can feel it in our 

handshakes.  You can see it in our faces.  And it seems that on the tip of everyone’s tongue are the 

words: we made it.  There is no doubt that we are embarking on a new journey here at Avenel, for a 

new season has begun.   
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     I am reminded of that famous “time” passage in Ecclesiastes 3: For everything there is a season, 

and a time for every matter under heaven.  This passage reminds me of the inevitability of change.  For 

life is lived in the midst of changing seasons: seasons of joy, despair, life and death, and everything in 

between. This passage from Ecclesiastes may even be the most well known scripture in the world since 

it takes up a fundamental aspect of human existence -- the changing seasons of life.  I’ll bet that if we 

went to the Woodbridge Mall and spoke with random people passing by, 9 out of 10 of them would 

recognize this passage, either from the Bible or that 1960’s song by the Byrds: to everything turn, turn, 

turn, there is a season turn, turn, turn…. And just about anyone who’s ever been to a funeral (whether 

Christian or not) has probably heard it read aloud.  It’s a standard. A classic. A go-to scripture that 

paints a picture of how life really is. 

     But it’s more than that.  It’s an attempt not only to acknowledge the ebb and flow of life’s changing 

seasons, but it asks a much deeper question: If the changing seasons of life are out of our control, how 

should we live?  How do we faithfully acknowledge the good, the bad and the ugly times in life?   

     And the answer (vv. 9-15) is this: we cannot know or control the future, so we must enjoy God’s 

gifts in the present.  There is no use trying to “play God” and guess when the seasons of life will come 

and go or discern the “why” behind these events.  Rather, we are to stand in awe before God and 

acknowledge that it is God’s business alone.  Our business, on the other hand, is to live life to the fullest 

no matter what season we find ourselves in.  In other words, life is out of our control -- so sit back and 

enjoy the ride.   

     I’ve heard it put this way: Biblical joy has nothing to do with our emotional state or conditions and 

circumstance. It is independent of all the chance and changes in life. Joy is the description of the 

believers’ condition, which is complete dependence on the character of God. Joy is permanent 

confidence in [God’s] resources.  It’s not a sentimental, superficial grin on your face. It’s the unchanging 

quality that remains despite pain, suffering, tears, changes in fortune, and even financial collapse. [For 

there is a season…and God is in control.]  “If I died right this minute, I would be able to say, 

‘God, what a ride! What a ride!’”  – Michael Charles Yaconelli 

     What about you?  If you died right this minute, would you be able to say, “What a ride?”  In your 

every day, walking around, going to work life, are you living in awe before God and trusting in God’s 

providential hand?  Are you living life constantly waiting for the season to pass, or are you joyfully living 

in the present?   

     We’re entering into a new season here at Avenel, and it feels like it will be a good one.  It’s been a 

long winter, and just when it seemed that spring would never come, it has arrived.  The ice is melting.  

The world around us is thawing.  We made it -- now let’s enjoy the ride! 

 

Rev. Jason P. Tucker, Pastor 

 

 

Stream Lines Information 
 

The deadline for the September 2009 issue of Stream Lines will 

be Wednesday, August 19, 2009 at 12:00 noon. 

 

Please email your articles to: 

 

Susan Smolsky at streamlines@comcast.net and 

Carol Palmer at avenelpres@verizon.net 

     

 

 
 
 

From the 
Editor 

 

     This is the first “electronic” issue in the history of our newsletter.  Please bear with us while we work 

out any problems and try different things. And as you can also see, we are now in color! 

     Please help your family members or neighbors who might be having some initial trouble finding 

and/or navigating our online newsletter.  Remember that everyone must have Adobe Reader (a free 

program from Adobe) to view this newsletter. 

     The September 2009 issue will be available for online reading and printing on or about Wednesday, 

August 26, 2009, and will be available to those who have no internet service and pick up their copies in 

the Sanctuary on Sunday, August 30, 2009. 
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Fall Schedule 2009 
 

Kick-Off Sunday 

 

     Sunday School classes will begin on Sunday, September 13, 2009 from 

9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

     The Sunday morning worship service returns to a 10:30 a.m. start 

beginning Sunday, September 13, 2009 in the Sanctuary. 

     Communion for September will be on Kick-Off Sunday, September 13, 

2009, and not on the customary first Sunday of the month. 

 

Church Office Hours 

 

     The Church Office will be closed on Monday, September 7, 2009 for the Labor Day holiday. 

 

Adult Sunday School Classes 

 

     Adult Sunday School classes will begin on Sunday, September 13, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 

a.m. in Jacob Morgan Hall.  This new class will be led by Pastor Tucker and will be held each Sunday 

morning.  All adults are welcome.  If you have any questions, please call the Church Office. 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study 

 

     Pastor Tucker is in the process of planning a mid-week bible study class.  Watch for further 

information in the Sunday bulletins and  upcoming issues of Stream Lines. 

 

 

The Church Office and Pastor Have Moved! 
 

The Church Office and Pastor’s Study have been moved out of the Manse and 

back into their old spaces in the Christian Education Building. To access the 

new offices, please ring the white bell on the double glass doors of the Kirk 

Street entrance. 

 

NOTE:  The street address for the Christian Education Building, the Church 

Office and the Pastor’s Study is 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue.  The old address 

of 631 E. Woodbridge Avenue is for the Manse only and should no longer be 

used.  Please change your records accordingly. 

 

 

May, June and July 2009 Session Meeting Highlights 

 
  

     The following is a summary of some of the actions taken at Session meetings for May, June and July, 

2009: 

 

May 

 

- Reached agreement to terminate the Interim Covenant between the Session and Rev. Baier, 

effective July 15, 2009. 

- Received Krista Hallenbeck into membership by Profession of Faith, with public recognition during 

the morning worship service on May 31, 2009. 

SESSION 
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- Transfer the membership of Carol Dunlap to Nottingham (PA) Presbyterian Church, and the 

membership of Susan, James and David Kozo to the Metuchen (NJ) Presbyterian Church. 

- Approval of a recommendation from the Property Care Committee to award a contract to Paul’s 

Tile and Construction Co. to renovate the manse. 

- Consideration of options to satisfy the need for moving the Church Office and Pastor’s Study, as 

well as providing adequate classroom space for Little Fiddler Academy. 

 

June 

 

- Reviewed the Terms of Call presented to Jason Tucker. 

- Agreed to pursue obtaining a commercial loan or line of credit to finance the manse renovations. 

- Agreed to pursue leasing a home in Woodbridge as temporary housing for a new pastor. 

- Approved a recommendation from the Building Usage Committee that Little Fiddler Academy be 

permitted use of ½ of the Toddler Care Room as a classroom until the end of June 2010, and 

that the Church Office be relocated to Room 12. 

 

July 

 

- Approved the date of September 20, 2009 for the Installation Service of Rev. Tucker as Pastor. 

- Reviewed the Treasurer’s Report with Ed Benkert, Church Treasurer, to assess our financial 

picture, and approved a protocol for receiving and tracking loans and gifts to the church to 

finance the manse renovations. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you need to reach the pastor and wish to contact him by email, please 

send your concerns or questions to: 

 

Rev. Jason Tucker:  pastorjtucker@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Property Care Newsletter 
 

August 2009 

 

     The main focus of our committee during the last couple of months has 

been in the facility preparation for our new pastor, Rev. Jason P. Tucker and 

his family.  Activities performed include:  
 

 The move of the Pastor’s Study and the Church Office from the church manse back to the CE 

Building, both returning into the spaces they occupied over 10 years ago. Besides an extensive 

clean-up for both spaces, the Pastor’s Study was also painted, received new carpet, curtains and 

blinds, AC window unit and other general repairs.   

 The purchase of new phones for both the Pastor’s Study and the Church Office, including all new 

internal wiring.  We were able to keep the existing phone numbers while changing the phone and 

DSL internet service to a new all-inclusive Verizon plan. This new plan will save approximately 

$2500 - $3000 per year as compared to the pervious service provider plan. 

 To complete the Church Office move back to Room 12, the Little Fiddler (LF) classroom which 

had occupied that space was moved to ½ of the existing Toddler Care Room. 

 Under the category of “GOD IS GOOD,” we are blessed in receiving the hard work of the 

mission group (including an engineer, plumber and electrician) from the Frenchtown 

Address 
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Presbyterian Church to help us with renovation work on the Church Manse. Their other 

possible summer mission work opportunities fell through, making them available to help us out. 

As some of you may know, Rich Culton’s brother, Tex, is the pastor there. With finances being 

tight, God does step in to provide relief. As of this writing, the 25 plus volunteers have gutted 

the rooms that will be renovated by our contractor, installed new windows, removed wall paper 

and paneling in a couple of the bedrooms upstairs, removed many of the old shrubs around the 

manse, dug window wells for outside the basement windows, and begun the repair work on the 

back porch. It has taken a significant effort by many from our church to host this mission group. 

Besides the work accomplished, the fellowship shared has been quite rewarding. Thanks to all 

that made this happen and especially, “Thanks be to God!”    

 In light of the work being accomplished by the mission group, our chosen contactor (Paul’s Tile & 

Construction, awarded the contract after a competitive bidding process between four contractors) 

will be adjusting his charge for the renovation of the kitchen, ½ bath and bathroom.  

 Met with the Finance Committee during our regular monthly meeting. After weighing all of the 

financing options, it was decided to ask church members to finance the manse renovations by 

providing no-interest loans to the church. In light of this, a high-level breakdown of the $75,000  

renovation project costs is being prepared.    

 Central Jersey Patriots – Again the CJP wish to barter for use of our gym.  They are 

professional painters and they trade gym usage for painting.  A decision is still pending on where 

to best use these painters. Possibilities include the interior of the manse, exterior of the manse 

or exterior of the Chapel. 

 

Other Noteworthy Work and Ongoing Assignments: 

 

 Weekly Lawn Maintenance – John Specht has taken over the lead role, replacing Ralph who is 

spending time in upstate NY.  Rich is also providing much needed assistance. This is a very big 

task, so anyone who is available, please consider giving your time to help. Rather than heading 

to the Gym, consider doing lawn work.  It’s great exercise!      

 

     These are just a sample of the projects being worked on by the committee.  Again, anyone 

interested in volunteering, even on a part-time or project-related basis, contact any committee member 

to join. 

 

Committee Members: Rich Culton, John Hogan, Ralph Price, Bruce McKee, Joan Ross,  

Karen Severyn, Rick Severyn, John Specht, Gary Stevenson and Bill Walsh. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, Rick Severyn 

 

 

 

The Kudos Korner is intended to celebrate the life and accomplishments of 

members young and old, and is open all year round. 

 

ALISON NOLAN has become recognized as a member of Sigma Alpha Lambda, 

a National Leadership and Honors Organization at Montclair State University.  

Sigma Alpha Lambda is an organization dedicated to promoting and renewing 

academic achievement and providing members with opportunities for community service, personal 

development and life-long professional fulfillment. 

   

Congratulations to Alison and her proud parents, Gayle and Jim Nolan. 
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Sunday School Registration 2009-2010 

 

Pre-School* thru High School 
(*3 years old before October 31, 2009) 

Sunday School Starts on September 13, 2009 
9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

 
     If your child will be 3 years old by October 31, 2009 and you wish to 
register him/her in Sunday School, please fill out the information on the form 
below and return it to the Church Office at 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue, 
Avenel, NJ, 07001, or place it in the offering plate on Sunday morning. 

  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

Sunday School Registration Form (2009-2010) 
 

Please Print Clearly 
 
Date of Registration: ___________________________________ 
 
Pupil’s Name: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _________________________  Birthday: _________________________  Grade: __________ 
 
Mother’s First Name: ________________________  Father’s First Name: _________________________ 
 
Parents’ church affiliation:  Ours __________     Other: ______________________________________ 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

Sunday School Wish List 
 

If you donate any of the supplies listed below, the Sunday School would 
greatly appreciate it. 

 
 

Computer Paper Card Stock Paper Fun Tack 
Masking Tape Poster Board Laminating Paper 

Dry Eraser Markers Tissues Laminating Machine 
Dry Erasers  Colored Pencils Markers 

Permanent Markers Crayons Glitter Glue 
Scotch Tape Colored Tissue Paper Pipe Cleaners 

Felt Adult Scissors Children’s Scissors 
AA Batteries Children’s Paint Paintbrushes 

Hot Glue Staple Removers Rulers 
One-Hole Punch   
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August Memory Verse 

 
Matthew 5:4 (NIV) 

 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 

comforted. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

God determines who walks into your life.  It’s up 

to you to decide who you let walk away, who 

you let stay, and who you refuse to let go. 

 

 

 
 

June Arrival 
 

Congratulations to the Connolly family on the 

birth of a sweet baby girl, Reagan Nicole. 

 

  

 
 

 

August Birthdays 

 

If there are any omissions or errors in the 

August birthday list, please contact the Church 

Office at 732-634-1631.  Thank you! 

 

01  Kathy Sturtz 

03  Matthew Kosakowski 

04  Dee Funk, Scott Herrington 

05  Joan Smith, Kelly Sammartino 

06  Scott Simacek 

09  Jason Guarracino 

10  Robert Hornyak 

12  Joan Ross 

14  Bill DeMild 

16  Lisa Fowler 

18  Eugene Hallenbeck, Erika Hallenbeck 

19  Linda Herrington 

20  Garrett Canfield 

22  Cheyanne Kerchner 

23  Rolly Luntungan, Barbara Ciocci 

26  Kayla Hoppock 

29  Kristina Sternesky 

31  Howard Ely, Helen Kayser 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

June 2009 – Toyce Collins (Wayne’s uncle) 

 

July 2009 – Grace Kantor, our beloved church 

member of over 50 years 
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Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and 

Their Families 

 

Donna Palmer, Bryan Palmer, Carson Severyn, 

Jason Bone, Amy Updike, Kevin Barnes, David 

Sturtz, Edward Merz, Michael Barany, Justin 

Kitchen, Robert Bart, Daniel Hedner, Brian 

Williams, Adam Barnes, Brian Ragas, Michael 

Warren 

 
 

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE. 

SOMEBODY PAID. 

 

 

 

 
 

Jolan Farkas, Robert Lucas, Eleanor Smith, Toni 

Anderson, Elizabeth Price and Linda Bisgaard 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

To add someone to this list, please 

call the Church Office at 

732-634-1631 

 

 

Recent Concerns 

 

Tammy Salimbene, Josephine DeVito (mother of 

Carol Palmer), Carter Pasko (friend of Carolyn 

Gilligan), Mary Corigliano (cousin of Carol 

Palmer), Richard Green, Maureen Nielsen, The 

Northstein Family (friends of Jackie Turnbull), 

Kathy Sullivan (friend of Perry Morgan) 

 

 

 

Those with On-Going Long-Term Concerns 

 

Edward and Betty Dobson, Jennifer Perez, Tyler 

Rich and Family (cousin of Carol Palmer), Betty 

Price, Dorothy Piperi (mother of Carolyn Gilligan’s 

co-worker), Diana Dydak, Marlene Sian (friend of 

Carolyn Gilligan), Jeremy Hogan, Don Gilligan, 

Leo and Lucille Webber (friends of Carolyn 

Gilligan), Esther Nielsen, Phil Prasser 

 

 
 

The Window Through Which We Look 

 

     A young couple moves into the neighborhood.  The next morning while they 

are eating breakfast, the young woman sees her neighbor hanging the wash 

outside. “That laundry is not very clean,” she said.  “She doesn’t know how to 

wash correctly.  Perhaps she needs better laundry soap.” 

     Her husband looked on, but remained silent. 

     Every time her neighbor would hang her wash to dry, the young woman 

would make the same comments. 

     About one month later, the woman was surprised to see a nice clean wash on 

the line and said to her husband, “Look, she has learned how to wash correctly. I wonder who taught 

her this?” 

     The husband said, “I got up early this morning and cleaned our windows.” 

 

And so it is with life. What we see when watching others depends on the 

purity of the window through which we look. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

With God All Things Are Possible 

 

     The only survivor of a shipwreck was washed up on a small, uninhabited island.  He prayed 

feverishly for God to rescue him.  Every day he scanned the horizon for help, but none seemed 
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forthcoming.  Exhausted, he eventually managed to build a little hut out of driftwood to protect him 

from the elements and to store his few possessions. 

     One day, after scavenging for food, he arrived home to find his little hut in flames, with smoke 

rolling up to the sky.  He felt the worst had happened, and everything was lost.  He was stunned with 

disbelief, grief and anger. 

     He cried out, “God!  How could you do this to me?” 

     Early the next day, he was awakened by the sound of a ship approaching the island.  It had come to 

rescue him because they had seen his “smoke signal.” 

 

It’s easy to get discouraged when things are going bad, but we shouldn’t lose heart because 

God is at work in our lives, even in the midst of our pain and suffering. 

Remember this the next time your little hut seems to be burning to the ground. 

It just may be a smoke signal that summons the grace of God. 
 

 

 

Comic Relief 

 

 

No Hiding the Facts 

 

     Taking advantage of a balmy day in New York, a priest and three other men 

of the cloth swapped their clerical garb for polos and khakis and time out on the 

golf course.  After several really horrible shots, their caddy asked, “You guys 

wouldn’t be priests by any chance?” 

     “Actually, yes we are,” one cleric replied.  “How did you know?” 

     “Easy,” said the caddy.  “I’ve never seen such bad golf and such clean 

language!” 

 

Falling Off the Horse 

 

     The old-time pastor was galloping down the road, rushing to get to church on time.  Suddenly his 

horse stumbled and pitched him to the ground. In the dirt with a broken leg, the pastor called out, “All 

you saints in heaven, help me get up on my horse!” 

     Then, with superhuman effort, he leaped onto the horse’s back and fell off the other side. 

     Once again on the ground, he called to Heaven, “All right, just half of you this time!” 
 

  
 

 

“I think I was borderline.” 
“Actually, what it costs depends on whose 

prayer is answered…yours or mine.” 
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Monthly Bible Trivia Quiz 

 

See how well you did by 

finding the answers 

elsewhere in this newsletter 

Category:  Jesus 

Quiz Title:  Sayings of Jesus 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

1.  When Jesus began his ministry in Capernaum, 

what did he preach? 

 

a)  Man shall not live by bread alone. 

b)  Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

c)  The voice of one crying in the wilderness. 

d)  The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven. 

6.  How did Jesus describe his believers? 

 

a)  You are as precious as gold. 

b)  You are white as snow. 

c)  You are the salt of the earth. 

d)  You are the key to the door. 

 

  

2.  Why did Jesus tell us to store up treasures in 

heaven? 

 

a)  For where your treasure is, your Father knows 

about it. 

b)  For where your treasure is, there will your 

heart be also. 

c)  For where your treasure is, your hope and faith 

are too. 

d)  For where your treasure is, the focus of your 

life is centered. 

7.  How did Jesus urge us to cope with worry? 

 

a)  Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow is 

in the hands of your Father. 

b)  Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow is 

a new day. 

c)  Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow 

will ever await you. 

d)  Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow 

will worry about itself. 

  

3.  What did Jesus say regarding the law and the 

prophets? 

 

a)  I have not come to destroy, but to fulfill. 

b)  I have come to confirm the teachings of the 

law and the prophets. 

c)  I have come that we may discard the law. 

d)  I have not come as Moses or Elijah, but one 

who is greater than they. 

8.  What did Jesus tell us about prayer? 

 

a)  The Father knows what we need before we ask 

him. 

b)  The Father wants us to repeat our prayers 

often. 

c)  We should pray in the morning and the 

evening. 

d)  It is better to pray for others than ourselves. 

  

4. How should we treat those who are our 

enemies, according to Jesus? 

 

a)  Hate them with righteous anger. 

b)  Show your enemies the love of God. 

c)  An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth. 

d)  Love your enemies, bless them that curse you. 

9.  Who did Jesus say will enter the kingdom of 

heaven? 

 

a)  He that is faithful and true. 

b)  He that does the will of my Father. 

c)  He who has a righteous heart. 

d)  He who thinks on the things of the Spirit. 

  

5.  Why did Jesus say it is difficult to find the way 

that leads to life? 

 

a)  The gate is low and hidden. 

b)  The gate is narrow and few find it. 

c)  The path is winding. 

d)  The path is rocky and steep. 

10.  To whom did Jesus say, “Why are ye fearful, 

O ye of little faith?” 

 

a)  Mary and Joseph 

b)  The Pharisees 

c)  Judas Iscariot 

d)  The disciples 
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Bible Verse QuoteFall Puzzle 
 

 

The object of QuoteFalls is to construct a quotation by selecting from 

available letters in the vertical columns. The letters in each column of the 

puzzle will go into the squares immediately below them, but not necessarily 

in the order they appear. Do not take letters from other columns.  Each 

letter is used only once, so cross it out after you use it so you don’t try to use it again.  A word broken 

at the end of a line will continue on the next line.  A black square indicates the end of a word. When you 

have placed all the letters in their correct squares, you will be able to read a bible verse across the grid 

from left to right.  Hint:  Try to fill in the little words first. 

 

Proverbs 10:6 (NIV) 
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(Free sample puzzle from http://biblewordgames.com) 

 

 

                    After Hours 
 

     After Hours is a quiet special place where we can come and share our lives, love 

and experiences with one another through our own personal stories of inspiration, 

courage, triumph, tragedy, answered prayers, poetry and journeys of faith. 

 

     This month’s submission is from Toni Hansen, who wants to share with us her journey since leaving 

Avenel Presbyterian Church, with the prime focus being on her recent ten day mission trip to Arizona. 

 

Dear Members and Friends, 

  

     First Presbyterian Church of Avenel has always had a special place in my heart and for very good 

reason. It was here as a three-year-old I sat on a little wooden chair in the basement of the church 

attending Sunday School classes, collecting postage-sized pictures of Jesus as my incentive and 

“reward.” Twenty-nine years later, under the inspired shepherding of Dr. Charles S. MacKenzie and the 

example of dedicated, caring church members, I truly began my step-by-step walk with the Savior. 

“Rev” never just preached Sunday sermons -- he lived them daily, influencing and encouraging me to 

aspire to do likewise. My life, once surrendered to the Lord, was never again the same.  

     There are still some of the congregation who remember Bill and Toni Hansen, and it is to you 

particularly I write to say I remember and think of you also and considered this a way to share with you 

something of my life since leaving Avenel. Shortly after we moved, Bill and I were blessed to find a 

church family at Tabernacle United Methodist that was and is almost a replica of the family we had left 

at Avenel. We became increasingly active in the contemporary service, adult Sunday School, Bible 

studies, as cooking helpers for Wednesday dinners, VBS, spiritual retreats, mission fund raisers and 

answering the calls “Who will…etc?” I follow all your activities in Stream Lines and know you understand 

the call and do likewise.  

     I expected I would slow down after Bill went to be with the Lord three years ago, and I actually did 

for the months it took to accustom myself to being alone. But I’m never truly alone -- I know the Lord is 

always with me, and He had plans that I could never have imagined. Yes, I’m back to participating in 

the programs at church as usual and more, including volunteering my office skills at VIM (Volunteers In 
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Medicine), a totally free medical facility. The Hansen family has also grown!! Our two boys keep in close 

touch and Lorri lives only four miles away. Two grandchildren are in Texas, one lives in North Jersey, 

two girls are close by, grandchild number six (in the Air Force) is readying for a transfer to Hawaii, and I 

have seven great-grandchildren. My life is, in fact, quite complete.  

     The most recent highlight, however, was a ten-day mission trip to Flagstaff, Arizona to a Christian 

summer camp under the auspices of Ameritribe, a missionary organization working with Indian tribes in 

the southwest. Our mismatched group of twenty-three souls ranged in ages from thirteen to eighty-plus 

years, with fourteen women and girls and nine men and boys, including three high-school foreign 

exchange students from Hong Kong, Thailand, and Mali, Africa. The primary objectives were (1) to build 

and stain a 22 ft. wood climbing wall; (2) to build and paint a wooden deck and ramp; and (3) to repair 

and paint floors, doors, porches and steps of sixteen cabins. We needed two days for travel, allowed 

three for some sight-seeing, and devoted five full weekdays for our assignment. Most of our materials 

were donated--primarily paint and rough-hewn planks. The rest we supplied from our funds. Work 

began every morning after breakfast and devotions, paused for lunch, then continued until dinner. By 

Friday noon, all scheduled projects were completed, so we added updating two small houses, building 

another small deck, and the assembling of ten wooden bunk beds to finish out the week.  

     Everyone worked -- at one job or at many. Our three experienced builders concentrated on 

construction and the rest of us sanded and painted, carried planks, assisted the builders, repaired cabin 

doors and trim, supplied bottles of cold water, shopped for food and supplies, prepared and cooked 

meals, laundered clothing, cleaned rooms, etc. As for me, the only jobs I didn’t contribute to were 

repairing doors, shopping, and doing laundry. 

     During our “free times,” several hikers climbed the mountain directly behind us while most others 

looked through binoculars for mountain goats. We all marveled at the red rocks of Sedona, exhausted 

ourselves climbing down and back up Walnut Canyon, were surprised by snow in the higher elevations, 

and a few mistook a javelina for a mountain lion!! We worshipped at a Navajo Mission Church, shared 

communion with the welcoming parishioners and enjoyed a Navajo prepared meal one evening. The 

highlight of sight-seeing in the southwest is always the Grand Canyon where we stopped at five different 

overlooks, each unbelievably more breathtaking in grandeur than anticipated. 

     The top of our wall prayerfully proclaims TO GOD BE THE GLORY, and I add now and forever. What 

an awesome God we serve!!! He honored our commitment with an incredibly successful mission trip and 

blessed me with the strength and good health to realize a long-held dream! Come visit Cape May and 

me soon. We’d both love to see you. 

     God Bless! 

 

 

 

 

  

September 13, 2009 First Day of Sunday School – 9:00 a.m. – Welcome Back! 

Teacher Dedication Sunday is Kick-Off Sunday (during worship service) 

Family Sunday School Sunday 

  

October 2009 October is Fire Prevention Month.  There will be a surprise fire drill. 

October 11, 2009 Family Sunday School Sunday 

October 25, 2009 Sunday School Mini Crop Walk 

  

Thanksgiving and 

Pantry Drive 

There will be a food collection of non-perishables on October 25, 2009, 

November 1, 2009, November 8, 2009 and November 15, 2009 
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November 1, 2009 Daylight Savings Time ends.  Turn clocks back 1 hour 

November 8, 2009 Family Sunday School Sunday 

November 15, 2009 Food Dedication (during worship service) 

Open House.  Family and friends are welcome 

  

December 13, 2009 Family Sunday School Sunday 

Christmas Joy Offering Dedication (during worship service) 

December 20, 2009 Sunday School will meet in the Chapel for a Christmas program 

  

January 1, 2010 Happy New Year! 

January 10, 2010 Family Sunday School Sunday 

  

February 7, 2010 David’s Challenge (Super Bowl Sunday) 

Family Sunday School Sunday 

  

March 14, 2010 Daylight Savings Time begins.  Turn clocks forward 1 hour 

Family Sunday School Sunday 

March 28, 2010 Palm Sunday 

Fish Banks One Great Hour of Sharing Dedication (during worship service). 

  

April 4, 1020 Easter Sunday.  We will meet in the Chapel.  Happy Easter! 

Family Sunday School Sunday 

April 18, 2010 All 66 Club forms must be turned in 

  

May 9, 2010 Mother’s Day.  Happy Mother’s Day! 

Family Sunday School Sunday 

May 16, 2010 We will end the year with our Sunday School Awards Ceremony in the Chapel 

at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

        Thank You Notes 
 

July 29, 2009 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

     Thank you to all of you who came to share my 80th surprise birthday with 

me. It was wonderful to see so many of you there, and talking with you brought back so many 

memories – all good! 

     Congratulations on finding a new pastor. Seems like he is going to be a great addition to our church 

family. 

     God bless you all. 

Love and Joy, 

Eleanor 

 

 

 
FROM THE EDITOR 

 

     To help protect our church members’ privacy of personal information, Stream Lines 

Online will not be printing anyone’s address, telephone number, age, illness or email 

address unless you specifically request otherwise.  If you need more information than 

what is provided in any article, please call Carol in the Church Office.   
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Randy Hunt is looking for Master DVDs from Sunday morning 

worship services that were probably loaned out before copies could 

be made.  If you have a DVD for the following dates, please return 

them to Randy: 

 

Sunday, January 4, 2009, Sunday, January 25, 2009, 

Sunday, February 22, 2009, Sunday, March 1, 2009, 

and Sunday, April 12, 2009 (Sunrise Service only) 

 

Randy would appreciate getting the DVDs back as soon as possible 

in order to complete the Library of Master copies. 

 

 

 

Answer to Bible Verse QuoteFall Puzzle 
   

Blessings crown the head of the righteous. 

 Proverbs 10:6 (NIV)  

 

 

Answers to Monthly Bible Trivia Quiz 
   
1.  b) – Repent - Matthew 4:17 

2.  b) For where your treasure is, there will your 

heart be also - Matthew 6:21 

3.  a) I have not come to destroy, but to fulfill - 

Matthew 5:17 

4.  d) Love your enemies, bless them that curse 

you - Matthew 5:44 

5.  b) The gate is narrow… - Matthew 7:14 

 6.   c) You are the salt of the earth – Matt. 5:13 

7.   d) Do not worry about tomorrow, for 

tomorrow will worry about itself - Matthew 6:34 

8.   a) The Father knows what we need before we 

ask him - Matthew 6:8 

9.   b) He that does the will of my Father - 

Matthew 7:21 

10. d) The disciples - Matthew 8:25-26 

 

 

 
1601 Irving Street, Rahway, New Jersey - (732) 499-8226 

Summer Box Office Hours:  Wednesday – Friday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 

CHRISTIAN COMEDY NIGHT 
“Laughter for Your Soul” 

Featuring Marcus D. Wiley, David Dean and Cleto Rodriguez 

(A portion of the proceeds will benefit militaryboyzcomedy.com) 

 

Saturday, August 22, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. 

No Profanity – No Alcohol - Clean Entertainment for the Family 

 

Tickets:  $18, $28, $38, $50 - Groups of 10 or more may be entitled to a discount per ticket price. 

Contact the Box Office for further details. 

 

 

M I N I S T R Y 
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             BENEVOLENCE REPORT – April 2009 

 
Debits Credits Balance 

Cash Balance     $6,550.31  

        

Total Deposits       

  10%   $1,140.33    

  Navajo Mission   $55.30    

  Family Promise ($.02 A Meal)    $21.00    

  One Great Hour of Sharing   $103.80    

                                                                Total   $1,320.43    

Total Working Capital     $7,870.74  

        

Specifics Set Aside       

  Emergency Fund        $950.00      

  Emergency Fund Addition $0.00      

  Emergency Fund Disbursement       $0.00      

  Family Promise  $1,195.05      

  Family Promise Addition $21.00      

  Family Promise Disbursement $0.00      

                                                                Total $2,166.05    $5,704.69  

        

Net Funds Available     $5,704.69  

        

Disbursements - Denominational 
 

    

  Unified Mission $600.00      

  One Great Hour of Sharing $103.80      

                                                                Total $703.80    $5,000.89  

        

Disbursements - Session       

  Navajo Mission (Construction) $50.00      

  Navajo Mission (Sunday School) $30.00      

  Prison Ministries $50.00      

  Walter Hoving Home $50.00      

  Elizabethport Children's Programs $50.00      

  Sudan Mission $50.00      

  The Salvation Army $50.00      

  Gambell Presbyterian Church  (Alaska) $50.00      

  Christian Appalachian Project  $50.00      

  Covenant House   $50.00      

  eape  (Tony Campolo Ministries) $50.00      

 Elijah's Promise (New Brunswick Soup Kitchen) $50.00      

                                                                Total $580.00    $4,420.89  

Disbursements - Committee Recommended 
( Session Approved )       

                                                                Total $0.00    $4,420.89  

        

Cash Balance     $4,420.89  

        

Money Held in Specifics   $2,166.05    

        

Net Funds Available     $6,586.94  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Non-Profit 
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