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                                        “Sign Up to Dine with Nine” 
 

“Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers for by doing 
that some have entertained angels without knowing it.” (Hebrews 13:1) 

 
 

Here at the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel, it’s been an action-packed summer. 
Fourteen youth and four adult leaders from our congregation and community journeyed 

to Sunbury, PA for the annual weeklong Youth Mission Trip. The theme was “Re-
framing Jesus”. Curious and eager to hear of their experience, the congregation warmly 

welcomed the group home by offering them the opportunity to interpret their experience during worship. 
The congregation, youth, and their leaders expressed mutual gratitude and encouragement for each other.  
 
Dozens of Vacation Bible School teachers, helpers, and behind-the-scenes workers shared the love of 
Jesus with over seventy children from our community — in a sanctuary that members creatively 
transformed into a Himalayan mountain base camp. Snow fell! The atmosphere was palpably electric. 
 



 

A plethora of people got to know one another by contributing time, talent, and/or money toward jazzing 
up Jacob Morgan Hall, its entryway, and the Christian Education building ladies’ room with some fresh 
coats of paint. Our resident space management experts rearranged the fridge and cabinets in the church 
kitchen for greater efficiency.  
 
Nearly two dozen “Lawn Rangers” are serving Christ by mowing the church lawns, trimming hedges, and 
edging sidewalks. Numerous folks with musical gifts have glorified God in worship by their excellent 
offerings of special music, not to mention worshippers’ enthusiastic participation in our ever-popular hymn 
sings.  
 
“Oasis Bible Study” participants have delved into upcoming Sundays’ Bible texts while noshing on 
homemade pickles made with garden grown cukes, along with other, sweeter, homemade treats. June and 
July editions of Streamlines rolled off the presses. Dedicated servants ensured that the Jo-Ann’s Food 
Pantry ministry continued to supply food for those in need. Others served by sorting clothes for our His 
Hands Clothes Closet ministry. The thunderous momentum being generated this summer will provide 
thrust for us to launch a dynamic new season in our life together. On September 13, “Kick-off Sunday”, in 
worship our church choir and eclectic mix of musical offerings will be back. We will resume offering 
“Toddler Care” in the Christian Education building during worship, as well as  “Adventures in Worship” in 
the choir room. That’s just the tip of the iceberg. 
 
All that will propel us to the September launch of an exciting new ministry called “Dine with Nine”. “Dine 
with Nine” is an initiative intended for total congregational participation. It is designed to set us on a 
trajectory that will foster church unity and growth — spiritually, and in numbers. Why do “Dine with 
Nine”? Virtually the entire congregation has expressed its commitment to growing our membership, and 
with a great sense of urgency. “Dine with Nine” is designed to help fuel that growth. “Dine with Nine” also 
responds to the strongly expressed desires of many members and regular visitors to get to know folks 
they often see, but really don’t know. “Dine with Nine” will foster relational and spiritual growth through 
Christian fellowship. Practicing the spiritual discipline of extending hospitality to one another, and 
ultimately to others beyond our fellowship, will strengthen our bonds of unity, mature us spiritually, and 
as we invite others not yet part of our church to join in the final meal of the year, growth in numbers too. 
In the spring or early summer, each group of nine that dines together will engage in one project that will 
in some way serve the Church, and another that will bless our community beyond the Church. 
 
How will it work? During the months of September, November, January, March, May and June/July groups 
of nine will gather at a host’s home for a potluck dinner. Groups will consist of two or three couples, and 
at least three singles. Each of the nine will take turns bringing a different course for the gatherings. 
(Courses may be homemade or store-bought.) Groups will be self-governing, deciding when during the 
given meeting month to gather, how to get those there who may not drive or have transportation, 
whether to have more than one host, etc. 
 
What do we need from you? We need your enthusiastic commitment to participate in a “Dine with Nine” 
group from September through June/July. We’d like to have as close to 100% of participation of church 
members and regular visitors as is possible. We’ll need your positive attitude, and creative ideas to help 
figure out how to make this work. Please pray. Ask God for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit on all 
“Dine with Nine” participants – that God’s will may be done in and through this ministry. 
 
We’ll need hosts. We’ll need you to encourage friends you might not have seen often or in church lately to 
partake. Finally, since we’ll be traveling together, we’ll need you to bring your patience, flexibility, humor, 
and humility, the four things we always need to travel together. Love would be good too. Please express 
your willingness to pitch in to Barbara Ciocci, Larry Palmer, Carolyn Stockl and Carolyn Gilligan. Look for 
the sign-up sheets in the back of the sanctuary and sign up now. Get ready for growth!      

Bob Louer 
Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

          Stream Lines Information        From the Editor 

The deadline for the September 2015 issue of Stream Lines will be Wednesday, August 26, 2015 at 
12:00 noon. 

 
 

Remember to email your articles to: 
 

Carol Palmer at streamlinesnewsletter@gmail.com and 
Tina Pinto at avenelpres@verizon.net 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Kick off Sunday, September 13, 2015! 
Mark your calendars. 

Call the church office to register your 
child at 732-634-1631. 

Oasis Bible Study 

Oasis Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 
p.m. at the manse, 631 E. Woodbridge Avenue, 

Avenel. Call the church office for more 
information. 

All are welcome, including high school and 
college students as well as recent graduates. 

Stream Lines is being coordinated and edited on an interim basis by Carol Palmer. We need 
someone to take over Stream Lines permanently. This newsletter is integral to the life of our 
church. It connects members and visitors alike to who we are as a church. It also informs 
members and visitors as to what, when and where activities and events are happening. 
Please prayerfully ask yourself if you are led to serve your church in this way. If you are 
interested or would like more information, please contact the church office and someone will 
be glad to get back to you to answer your questions. Church office – 732-634-1631.  



 

 
 
 

Session Minutes 
First Presbyterian Church of Avenel 

July 21, 2015 
 
The monthly session meeting of the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel was held on Tuesday, July 21, 
2015 in Ken Hunt Lounge.  After food and fellowship, Moderator Rev. Robert C. Louer III opened the 
meeting with prayer and devotions at 7:20 p.m.   
 
Elders Present                                           
Class of 2015:  Barbara Ciocci, Darla Hunt 
Class of 2016:  Carolyn Gilligan, Carol Palmer, Carolyn Stevenson 
Class of 2017:  Shirley Benkert, Delia Culton, Mark Tarby 
 
Elders Excused:  Gene Hallenbeck (2015), Wayne Dubin (2016), Bob Toro (2015) 
 
A quorum was affirmed. 
The Consent Agenda was approved  
 
Communications 
 
Session E-vote:  a recommendation was made via phone from the JMH renovation committee that the 
old upright piano be trashed.  After comments from Debbie Tarby, choir director, it was determined that 
the cost to make it usable did not warrant keeping it.  All Elders who responded agreed to trash the piano 
(10 votes approved). 
 
Clerk’s Report  
Active membership as of June 16, 2015               188 
Funerals         0 
Deletions         1 (Wayne Collins #1985 by request 7/20/15)  
Transferred to other churches       0 
Transferred from other participant to active      0 
Weddings         2 (Kurowsky, Fonseca) 
Baptisms         0      
New Members         0   
Active membership as of July 21, 2015              187 
 
Request for baptism:  infant Lisa Brianne Gadol, daughter of Kelly Hogan Gadol (#2949) and Steven 
Gadol, scheduled for September 13, 2015 APPROVED 
 
 Committee Action Items 

 
Christian Education  no meeting this month 
 
Stewardship 
Recommendation: that a thank you letter be sent to Cindy Culton and major financial contributors for 
refurbishing Jacob Morgan Hall  APPROVED 
Recommendation: that Carol Palmer be able to use JMH, Kitchen and Gym for a family reunion on Sept. 
19, 2015 from 11am to 6pm for 80 people  APPROVED 
 
Finance/Treasurer’s Report 
Year to Date: (-$18,826.77)   
His Hands allocated $4000 to be put towards the $5900 plumber’s bill for the CE building 
Ed Benkert will be asked to attend the August Session meeting 
 
Outreach 
Recommendation:  VBS letter requesting parents of campers for donations to offset cost of running the 
program (will be added to the closing day program)  APPROVED 
 
Recommendation: that a letter be sent to inactive members of our church to encourage them to return.  



 

 7 APPROVED     1 NOT APPROVED 
 
Discussion re: Youth Mission Trip 
Adult Leaders want to reach out to our youth in September to recruit for next year.  Rev. Bob will be 
meeting with them to help with this. 
 
Worship no meeting this month 
 
Fellowship & Spiritual Life no meeting this month 
 
Nominating no meeting this month 
 
New Business 
 
Pastor’s vacation: August 10-13, 24-27, 16 & 30 (2 Sundays)  
 
Discussion:  first draft letter to congregation re: definition of marriage 
 
An informal meeting of the congregation will be held on Sunday, August 2, 2015 about the unity of our 
members and where we are going in the future. 
  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 pm with prayer by Pastor Bob Louer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Darla Hunt 
Clerk of Session 

 

 

 

Pot Luck Supper and Game Night will be held Sunday, September 27, 2015. Pot Luck Supper 
will begin at 5:00pm followed by Game Night. 
 
Annual Ladies Tea – Saturday, October 17, 2015. Invitations will be available in the 
September Stream Lines issue. Please mark the date on your calendars. 
 
On Monday, June 22, 2015, Dottie and Carl Smith celebrated their 69th wedding anniversary. 
 
Glass jars needed: The Deacons need your empty jars. Jars of all sizes such as spaghetti 
sauce jars, jelly jars, pickle jars etc. Please wash, remove label and leave in the library at the 
back of the Sanctuary. Lids are not needed. They will be recycling them to use as vases to 
bring flowers to church members.  
 
His Hands Clothes Closet – Will be open again the last Saturday of August from 10am to 12 
noon. Now and continuing through October, the clothes closet will be open every other month. 
Any questions, call Shirley. 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
 Chancel Choir will resume in the fall. 
 Carol Choir for grades K-4 will resume in the fall. 
New voices are always welcome! For more information about the music programs at the 
church, please contact Debbie. 
 
An audio-equipped cry room is available in the back of the Sanctuary for you and your child, if 
needed. You will still be able to hear the service in that room. 
 
Toddler Care – Beginning Sunday, September 13, 2015, Toddler Care will be provided in the 
Toddler Care room in the Christian Education Building. 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and 
Their Families 
 
Rev. Adam Tietje, Daniel Hedner, Jovan Diaz, 
Michael Warren, Lauren K. Pfeifer, Amy Updike, 
Lauren Hansen, Jeffrey Hansen, Edward Merz, 
Rob Zaradona 
 

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE. 
SOMEBODY PAID. 

 
 

 
 

Eleanor Smith 
Esther Nielsen 

  
Prayer Requests 

 
To add someone to this list, please 

call the Church Office at 
732-634-1631 

 
 
Recent Concerns 
 
Esther Nielsen, Ilene Nisbet, Maria, Ruth 
Killinger, Arleen Schreiber, Darryan, Terry, Ron 
Vignapiano, Barbara Roberts, Lois Edge. 
 
Health and Healing 
 
Pete Allebach, Thomas Kurzeja, Harry 
Musselman, Jennifer Perez 
 
Those with On-Going Long-Term Concerns 
 
Diana Dydak, Tessa Campbell (niece of Arleen 
Schreiber), Jennifer Perez 

 
 
 

Holiday Fair Saturday, November 14,2015 
 
After a cold winter, summer is here! Now’s a perfect time to go 
through your closets, attic and basement to purge yourself of 
unwanted or un-needed items that I would LOVE to receive for 
the next Holiday Fair. Please contact Cindy Culton to donate. 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Youth Mission Trip 
 

Welcome home! Great job! 

 
 

“Whoever is generous to the poor 
lends to the Lord, 

 and He will repay him for his deed.” 
 Proverbs 19:17 

 
August 

Memory Verse 

May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace as you trust in Him, 

so that you may overflow with hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 
(John 16:27) 

 
 

August Birthdays 
	  

If	  there	  are	  any	  omissions	  or	  errors	  in	  
the	  birthday	  list,	  please	  contact	  the	  
Church	  office	  at	  732-‐634-‐1631.	  

Thank	  you.	  
	  
08/01	  	   Kathy	  Sturtz	  
08/04	  	   Donalda	  Funk	  
08/05	  	   Joan	  Smith	   	  
08/08	  	   Ellen	  Paloti	  
08/12	  	   Joan	  Ross	   	  
08/16	  	   Lisa	  Fowler	  
08/18	  	   Eugene	  Hallenbeck	  
	   	   Erika	  Hallenbeck	  
08/19	  	   Linda	  Herrington	  
08/22	  	   Joan	  Collins	  
	   	   Cheyenne	  Kerchner	  
08/23	  	   Rolly	  Luntungan	  
	   	   Barbara	  Ciocci	  
8/29	   	   Kristina	  Sternesky	  
	  

	  



 

   
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 2015 
 
The Everest Adventure at Avenel Pres. was wonderful! We had approximately 75 children that 
attended VBS this year. Thanks to our 48 teachers and helpers, our Everest adventures made lasting 
impressions. Parents, grandparents and children complimented our program and staff. Everyone had a 
wonderful time! 
 
Our missionary project was entitled Operation Kid-To-Kid. We collected $ 232.00 to provide the children 
of Thailand with Bibles printed in their native language. Because of our generosity, 58 children will 
receive Bibles, bringing them the knowledge that God loves and cares for them! We also collected 
aluminum tabs for Ronald McDonald House in New Brunswick and our campers stocked JoAnne’s Food 
pantry with many needed supplies. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank the following people who donated their time and talents 
to make our VBS a huge success: 
 
Bobbie Altieri, Nick Altieri, Vilma Ambis, Chance Ball, Ed Benkert, Joan Benkert, Shirley Benkert, Gloria 
Beveridge, Edward Brennan, Nicholas Brennan, Cindy Culton, Hanna Culton, Arlene Farley, Andrew 
Ferguson, Jan Gagnon, Brandon Gallup, Caitlin Germek, Mikayla Germek, Sean Grabiel, Rachael 
Haggerty, Anna Hallenbeck, Erika Hallenbeck, Karin Hallenbeck, Cheyenne Kerchner, Courtney Kost, 
Rev. Louer, Christian Marshello, Jane McKee, Gayle Nolan, Linda Palmerini, Gay Patrouch, Tina Pinto, 
Audreyann Rasimowicz, Linda Sammartino, Maritza Flores-Shah,  Carolyn Stevenson,  Kylie Swierk, 
Debbie Tarby, and Alexis Zwidinger.   
 
Thank you all, for your dedication and willingness to serve. 
 
Carolyn Gilligan and Carol Palmer 
VBS Coordinators                    

My family and I would like to express our sincere 
gratitude and appreciation to our church family for all their 
acts of kindness, words of encouragement, and prayers 
during Don’s illness and our time of bereavement. 

Your visits, food and presence at the viewing and 
funeral were greatly appreciated. When I went up to the 
podium in St. Andrew’s Church and looked out in the 
congregation, it was my church family sitting in the rear left 
of the church that gave me the courage, strength and 
comfort I needed to talk about Don and his love for his 
family and friends.  

I thank you all, for your love and continued support 
at this difficult time. 

 
Love in Christ, 
Carolyn Gilligan  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pencil Story 
Paulo Coelho 

 
The Pencil Maker took the pencil aside, just before putting him into 
the box.  
 
“There are 5 things you need to know,” he told the pencil, “Before 
 I send you out into the world, always remember them and never forget, and you will become the 

best pencil you can be.” 
 
“One: You will be able to do many great things, but only if you allow yourself to be held in 
someone’s hand.” 
 
“Two: You will experience a painful sharpening from time to time, but you’ll need it to become a 
better pencil.” 
 
“Three: You will be able to correct any mistakes you might make.” 
 
“Four: The most important part of you will always be what’s inside.” 
 
“And Five: On every surface you are used on, you must leave your mark. No matter what the 
condition, you must continue to write.” 
 
The pencil understood and promised to remember, and went into the box with purpose in its 
heart. 
 
Now replace the part of the pencil with you. Always remember the 5 things and you will become 
the best person you can be. 
 
One: You will be able to do many great things, but only if you allow yourself to be held in God’s 
hand. And allow other human beings to access you for the many gifts you possess. 
 
Two: You will experience a painful sharpening from time to time, by going through various 
problems in life, but you’ll need it to become a stronger person. 
 
Three: You will be able to correct any mistakes you might make. 
 
Four: The most important part of you will always be what’s on the inside. 
 
And Five: On every surface you walk through, you must leave your mark. No matter what the 
situation, you must continue to do your duties. 
 
Allow this parable on the pencil to encourage you to know that you are a special person and only 
you can fulfill the purpose for which you were born to accomplish. 
 
Never allow yourself to get discouraged and think that your life is insignificant and cannot make 
a change. 
 

 


