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As | gaze dreamily out the window, | can picture the snow gently floating to
the ground. There are colors dancing across the glass. The reflection of hundreds
" of multi -colored lights twinkling against metallic ornaments 0 creating a warm
EROM THE glow. The air is filled with the smell of Christmas 0 pumpkin pie, cinnamon, and

PASTOR North Carolina pine. My mind is flooded by memories. Loved ones who
[ on. Lovedone s whoob6éve moved away. Gi fts. khatsia@f h
familiar faces, voices and moments 0 all playing like a movie inside my head.

There is a comfort in these sights and sounds forever preserved i n my mind.
Every time | smell a pine tree, | remember how | used to lay underneath and look up into the lights and
branches with my little brother. And when | taste that pumpkin pie from my favorite bakery, and sip
my auntéslcaihfoeve t hat . Il dtemintagimaé will be like this when | go to meet my Lord.
My senses, my heart, my emotions 0 everythinglam & willtelme | 6 m h.o me

But while there is comfort in these memories, there is sometimes sadness. This time of year is
difficult precis ely because of the strong memories associated with it. Depression and the holidays often
go hand -in-hand, which can <certainly steal away the joy ¢
snapshots of loved ones who are no longer with me can be painful rem inders of their loss. And yet,
each year |create new memories in their absence. | catalog new moments of joy and love in my heart.
There is a powerful duality of emotion during the Christmas season 8 the duality of joy and pain, life and
death.

| be lieve God understands the duality of Christmas all too well. Jesus Christ, born in a manger,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, died on a cross while filled with the sin of the world. Jesus lived in order
to died and He died so that we might live. God unders tands the duality of Christmas 8 the duality of
living forus as fAithe Word made fl esh. o




I know Christmas can be a mixed bag of emoti on. So

l eft us. Someti mes we get depr es s edw that wethave a God d&vho i -
understands ? Call out to God and let Him lift you through those dark days when they come. Focus on
the life youbébve been given. Let t he hope antbrougho the darknesy. o |
Celebrate the ultimate source of life, Jesus Christ, whose birth into this wo rld changed it forever. Let
fit hppace of God, which surpasses al/l understandingéguar
Jesuso (Philippians 4:7).

Christmas isnbdt just about pteapateulafikindof geace:e r dhke peace of Gdd a
How do we get this kind of peace? We get the peace of God by making peace  with God through the
blood of Jesus Christ. T h a ttlesnessage of Christmas: that Jesus Christ has come into the world so

that we m ay have peace with God. Through faith in Christ, we move from death to life, from enmity to
peace, by virtue of His sacrifice on the cross.
This is the kind of peace our community needs. And this is the kind of peace our church has to offer.
Inan effort to reach out with the fApeace of Christ, o

campai gn. As part of this outreach, webre sending 5, (
and worship service times. We also have some teams going door -to-door inviting people to join us in
celebrating Christmas. Pl ease pray that God will/l bl e
there will be extra invitations in the sanctuary for you to take and distribute at your discretion.

May you and your family experience true peace this Christmas.

In Christodés Serviece,
Rev. Jason Tucker

To view a picture of the postcard being sent
to our community, click here .

STREAM LINES INFORMATION

The deadline for the January 2010 issu e of Stream Lines will be
Wednesday , December 16 , 2009 at 12:00 noon.

Remember to email your articles to:

Susan Smolsky at  streamlines@comcast.net  and From the
Carol Palmer at avenelpres@verizon.net Editor
The January issue will be available for online reading and printing on or about Wedn esday,

December 23 , 2009 and will be available to those who have no internet service and pick up their copies
in the Sanctuary on Sunday, December 27, 2009.

September and October 2009 Session Meeting Highlights
SESSION |
ROUND-UP |

At the September Session meeting, the Elders:

- Considered a draft of the 2010 church budget, but deferred
approval until all committees and groups gave their input.

- Scheduled the semi -annual meeting of the Congregation and
Corporation for October 25, 2009.

- Approved a Fall Clean -Up Day for November 21, 2009.

- Approved a Mommy & Me group to begin on September 24, 2009.

- Approved a donation of $1,000 from the SMI Committee to the Frenchtown Presbyterian Church in
recognition of their work on the Manse.
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http://avenelpresbyterianchurch.org/newsletter/postcard.pdf

At the October Session meeting, the Elders:

- Gave final approval to the 2010 budget

- Approved a request from the Indonesian Reformed Church to investigate the possibility of
conducting worship services in Jacob Morgan Hall or the Gymnasium.

- Took action to place 16 members on the inactive list and dele te 27 previously inactive members
from the church rolls.

- Scheduled recognition of 50 and 60 year members for Sunday, November 22, 2009, during the
morning worship service

- Approved SMI Committee donations of $200 each to disaster victims in Samoa and Sumatr a, and
approved a Blood Drive sponsored by SMI on December 10, 2009.

SPCCiaI Congregational Mccting Pastor Tucker will be on vacation peginning
Saturday, December 26, 2009 and will return to

the pulpit on Sunday, January 3, 2010.
By order of the Session of the First

Presbyterian ~ Church of Avenel, a special The guest preacher for our Sunday morning
congregational meeting has been set for Sunday, worship service on December 27, 2009 will be
December 13, 2009 , immediately following the the Rev. Michael Riley.

morning worship service. The purpose of the

meeting is to approve the 2010 budget. Please join us!

Live Nativity
REMINDER

Please join us for our traditional Live Nativity on Sunday, December 20,
2009 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on the Sanctuary grounds . This live
depiction of the birth of Christ continues to be a favorite with our
community and church members ali

Please Join Us and Celebrate the Birth of Christ !

.I.

Schedule of Family Christmas Eve Service

Thursday, December 24, 2009
&%W 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

N\ :< 4 Candlelight Service
Thursday, December 24, 2009

11:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
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50+ YEAR
MEMBERS

Edith Cloidt
Bobbi Florio
Dani Juarez

Lillian Thorsen

During the morning worship service on Sunday, November 22,
2009, the following members of our congregation were
honored for their long and faithful service to our church:

recognized and

60 years April 12, 1949
50 years February 22, 1959
50 years May 3, 1959
50 years October 4, 1959

PreEViousLY REcoGNizeD 50+ YEAR MEMBERS

George Shaffer 72 years 12-28-1937
Joan Ross 64 years 12-02-1945
James Krutzler 61 years 03-24-1948
Elizabeth Krutzler 61 years 03-24-1948
Barbara Ciocci 58 years 03-11-1951
Jolan Farkas 57 years 10-05-1952
Jean Vesey 57 years 10-14-1952
Howard Ely 56 years 02-01-1953
Edna Ely 56 years 02-01-1953
Eleanor Smith 56 years 05-12-1953
Paul Chomiak 55 years 10-03-1954

Helen Poulsen 55 years 12-05-1954
Dawne Gardner 54 years 04-07-1955
Bette Duesterdick 54 years 11-27-1955
Dorothy Allebach 53 years 05-27-1956
llene Nisbet 53 years 05-27-1956
Robert Woods 53 years 09-30-1956
William Morgan 53 years 12-02-1956
Esther Nielsen 52 years 03-10-1957
Bruce McKee 51 years 04-03-1958
Jane McKee 51 years 04-03-1958
Arleen Schreiber 51 years 05-11-1958

RAY

FOR OUR MILITARY

Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and
Their Families

Robert Bartko, Jason Bone, Amy Updike, Michael
Barany, Bryan Palmer, Justin Kitchen, Carson
Severyn, Donna Palmer, Edward Merz, Daniel
Hedner, Brian Williams, Brian Ragas, Michael
Warren, Joshua McCullough, Anthony Battito

FREEDOM | SNOT
SOMEBODY PAID.

FRE
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Remember(t%xsz—9

Our Homebound Members

Jolan Farkas, Eleanor Smith, Toni Anderson,
Elizabeth Price and Linda Bisgaard

Prayer Requests

To add someone to this list, please
call the Church Office at
732-634-1631

Recent Concerns

Jake Stockl, Ernie Z elizi (brother of Vilma
Ambis), Regina Imbimbo (cousin of Carol
Palmer), Margaret Findlay (niece of George
Shaffer), Elvira Emro (niece of George Shaffer),
Kathy McKeligett, Esther Nielsen, Court ney Kost
(daughter of Caroyn Giligan), Carrie (friend of
Carol and Larry Palmer) , Ron Burnosky (friend of
Esther Nielsen), Rose Palmer (mother of Larry
Palmer)

Those with On  -Goin g Long - Term Concerns
Edward and Betty Dobson, Jennifer Perez, Tyler

Rich and Family (cousin of Carol Palmer), Betty
Price, Dorothy Piperi ( mot
co-worker), Diana Dydak, Jeremy Hogan, Don
Gilligan, Leo and Lucille Webber (friends of
Carolyn Gilligan), Esther Nielsen, Phil Prasser,
Edith Cloidt
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Christmidsinsetaasl Greetings

Once again our Sanctuary will be decorated for Christmas. Poinsettia plants
will be obtained from Floral Expressions at a cost of $10 per plant. If you wish

your poinsettia donation to be in honor or in memory of a loved one, please
designate the name(s) when placing your request. If you would like to make a
contribution to the church for music or in lieu of sending Christmas cards to

church family and friends, you may do that as well on the form below.

Poinsettia plants may be taken after the evening worship service on Thursday,
December 24, 2009 by those who donated them.

Please have all donations and requests in the Church Office no later than Sunday, December 13,
2009 .

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Your Name:

Number of Poinsettias Total $_ ($10 each) Music $

In Memory of:

In Honor of:

Greetings From:

® 9 Christmas Luncheon/Choir Concert
Ry~
o Sunday, December 20, 2009 i REMINDER
LunCheon The Outreach and Evangelism Committee, together with the
Worship Committee, will be hosting a Christmas Luncheon
immediately following the morning worship service on Sunday, December 20, 2009 in Jacob Morgan
Hall. A variety of soups, sandwiches, desserts and beverages will be
available. The Choir will present a concert of seasonal music during @ .
the luncheon. Everyone is welcome, so invite your friends as well! # @
Please plan to stay after church to enjoy fellows hip with friends as

we prepare for the Joy of Christmas.

B0
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© ﬂlfmk Vo We want to thank everyone for the wonderful baked goods for the
“ Holiday Fair. We were very successful!
& ) 3
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Joan, Bobbie and Luisa

A Night in Bethlehem T An Interactive Walk

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

.NiGht i

Sunday, December 13, 2009
Doors open at 7:00 p.m. and close at 9:00 p.m.

Bethlehem:
First Presbyterian Church of Avenel

Christian Education Building A Hands-On Holy Land Experience
Kirk Street Entrance , Avenel, NJ

A Night in Bethlehem is a hands -on family experience, suitable for children of all ages, hosted by the
Avenel Presbyterian Church, where families can take a craft -filled journey through Bethlehem on the
night of Jesus®6 birth. e BpEportanityf ta hear kbbput the drtisanshofithedimet amd

create a craft.
Potluck Supper
FOR CHURCH MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES ONLY

Sunday, December 13, 2009
5:00 p.m. in Jacob Morgan Hall

For questions and to RSVP for A Night in Bethlehem and/or the Potluck Supper , please contact
Jessica Miller at jessicajmiller@comcast.net or through the Church Office at 732 -634 -1631.

A Night in Bethlehem/Potluck Supper
RSVP Form (if you do not want to use email)
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

. Name:

5 Phone Number:

Number of Adults Number of Children (under 12)

POTLUCK SUPPER FOR CHURCH MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES ONLY
A NIGHT IN BETHLEHEM WALK OPEN TO THE PUBLIC




USHERS NEEDED!

Due to a smaller amount of ushers this year and probably next year, | am
asking anyone who is willing to become an usher (or substitute) for the year 2010
to please sign up. There is no prerequisite to become an usher, but if you would
like details 0 n what an usher does, please ask me. Also, you get to choose what
month(s) you would like to usher.
If you decide to volunteer as an usher, please fill out the form below and return
it to me personally at church or through the Church Office at 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue, Avenel, NJ
07001.
Thank you and God bless!  J
Regina Luntungan

VoLuNTEER UsHER Form - 2010
Please Print Clearly

Your Name:

Your Contact Information:

Months | would like to usher for 2010:

1.

2.

3.

or | am flexible with any months you can put me in

Other Comments:

A Blessed
Christmas ¢
Church from the

Holiday Church Offi
Hours Staff

Rev. Jason P. Tucker, Cart

The Chiurch Office il e closed on Thursday Francesco Santelli and Ror
, Christmas holiday., Wlth VO|UnteerS Ca.thy Shaﬁ

Olaland John Guarracir
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