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ADVENT WAITING AS AN ADVENTURE
So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at
an hour when you do not expect him. –Matthew 24:44
Do you ever become agitated waiting for a red light to turn
green? Have you not seen Olympic runners who “jump the gun”
at the starting line instead of waiting for its firing? In our timeenslaved culture, waiting can be a struggle. It can be hard
waiting to receive: a phone call, contact from a friend or loved
one, a medical test result, admission to a school, a prospective
employer’s response, a check or letter in the mail, a request for
a date, a marriage proposal, forgiveness, a hurt to heal, an
important decision, the delivery of a new car or the arrival of the
latest new techno-gadget. Ideally, waiting involves the advent,
the coming, of something good. The H. J. Heinz Company used
to run a television commercial that promoted its ketchup as
thick. The image was of a dense red slurry crawling to the
narrowing neck of a bottle, as Carly Simon was heard singing
“Anticipation, anticipation, ...is keepin' me waiting.” The sauce
finally oozed onto a juicy burger. Heinz depicted the advent of its
ketchup as an adventure.
For Christians too, there is an advent — a coming — that can be
a joyous adventure. This Advent points to a specific coming
promised humanity by God. Promises involve waiting. They link
the future with the present. True promises guarantee and often
create anticipation surrounding the advent of the thing promised.
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At Advent, Christians wait to celebrate God’s promise already fulfilled in the birth of Jesus Christ. At
Advent, Christians also await the coming fulfillment of the promise of the risen Christ to come to earth
again -- Jesus’ second coming.
Advent marks the season in the Church that precedes Christmas, kicking off a new calendar year.
Starting the four Sundays before Christmas, followers of Jesus celebrate Advent by waiting for,
reflecting on, and proclaiming the Good News that, in Jesus Christ, God has already come to us in
human form, as Im-manu-el, God-with-us. They do this humbly, with awe and joy. At Advent,
Christians unite in faith, believing that God in Jesus will, as promised, come to earth again. When Jesus
comes, He’ll restore humanity and the universe to its original state of relational perfection. God will
reign alone, in peace and justice. When Jesus comes, the universe will be as it ought to be — as it was
before humanity rebelled against God (Gen. 1-2). The entire creation will be freed — freed from evil,
pain, suffering, disease, death, war, violence, crime, oppression, worry, doubt, fear, guilt, and shame.
Jesus-followers will be freed for living out the fullness of their true humanity, freed for worshipping,
praising, and thanking God, freed for peace, joy, love, and service with and to God and others. They’ll
be freed for life in God’s presence, forever.
At Advent, Christians also ponder and commit themselves to their freedom and privilege to serve God as
Christ’s bodily presence on earth, indwelt and empowered by God’s Holy Spirit. Christians proclaim and
enact in word and deed the Gospel of God’s coming reign of peace, justice, mercy, and joy. In so doing,
they — we — incarnate and enflesh the Gospel, and give life and hope to a world that craves it. Those
who follow Jesus do this humbly, in grateful response to God’s gracious promise that through faith in
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, they are unconditionally loved, accepted, and forgiven. They
trust with their whole hearts that they will spend eternity with God and all those who will turn toward
God (repent) and accept God’s offer of forgiveness.
Do you celebrate the season of Advent? Really? Aside from seeing a candle lit in worship, is Advent for
you more about racing around in a frenzy of mostly secular pursuits, preparing for the coming of
Christmas Day, than about preparing your heart for the coming of Christ? In your earnest zeal to
celebrate Christmas, are you susceptible to foregoing the watching and waiting of Advent in all its
forms, including and perhaps especially in music? Advent precedes Christmas in the same way Good
Friday precedes Easter. Bypassing Advent in our earnest desire to revel in the joys of Christmas leaves
us spiritually poorer. That may be why for many Jesus-followers, Advent isn’t an adventure at all, at
least not a spiritual and good one. Advent, however, like Lent, is a time for us to draw near to the God
who comes to us. Advent hymns and music focuses on waiting — waiting to celebrate Jesus’ coming,
and awaiting His second coming. Our Christmas music celebrates His having come to us. Advent can be
a real relational adventure — of prayer, penitence, daily devotions, journaling, Bible study, song,
solitude, and service. Many who have embarked on Advent as a spiritual journey discover it as an
adventure with God. Their faith, understanding, and experience of God grows. This journey can also
greatly enrich their Christmas celebration. Advent is not a celebration of the coming of Christmas, but a
celebration of the promised coming of Christ, past and future. The season of Advent is upon us. Will you
use this time, God’s time entrusted to you, to wait intentionally for the God who comes to and calls you?
In the Aramaic words of our New Testament-era sisters and brothers in Christ we pray: Marana tha —
Come, Lord Jesus. May your Advent be a celebration and an adventure with God, and may it with
Christmas overflow with peace, love, thanksgiving, and joy!
In Christ,
Bob Louer
Interim Pastor
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Stream Lines Information
The deadline for the January 2014 issue of Stream Lines will
be Wednesday, December 18, 2013 at 12:00 noon.
Remember to email your articles to:
Susan Smolsky at streamlines@comcast.net

From the
Editor

The January issue will be available for pickup in the Sanctuary on Sunday, December 29, 2013. It
will also be available for online reading and printing on or about Thursday, December 26, 2013.
If you are receiving a paper copy and would like to view the newsletter in color, please visit
http://avenelpresbyterianchurch.org/newsletter. All online issues are in color.

Christmas Joy Offering
Be the Light!
Presbyterians have long celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ by giving generously to a
Christmas season offering. Fifty percent of the receipts of the Christmas Joy Offering
are distributed to the Board of Pensions for assistance programs that provide support to
retired and active church workers and their spouses and families. The other fifty percent
supports Presbyterian-related racial ethnic education through the General Assembly Mission Council.
Please send your Christmas Joy Offering contribution to the Church Office at 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue,
Avenel, NJ 07001 or place it in the offering plate during the morning worship service on Sunday,
December 1, 8, 15 or 22, 2013. Envelopes will be available in the Sanctuary. If you use your own
envelope, please write “Christmas Joy Offering” on it.
Be the light and change individual lives, families and communities through your contribution.

2014 CHICK-FIL-A CALENDARS
The Christian Education Committee is again selling Chick-fil-A
calendars. This 12-month calendar includes a promotional card
that, once activated, entitles the bearer to one free featured offer of
the month throughout 2014. The cost of the calendar is $6.00. You
can purchase one by placing your name and phone number on the
sign-up sheet found in the back of the Sanctuary, by speaking to
Shirley Benkert, or by calling the Church Office at 732-634-1631.
Our church earns $3.00 for each calendar purchased, and it is an
easy way to help support the Christian Education programs of our
church. Thank You!
The Christian Education Committee
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Christmas Poinsettias and Greetings
Once again our Sanctuary will be decorated for Christmas. Poinsettia plants
will be obtained from Floral Expressions at a cost of $10 per plant. If you wish
your poinsettia donation to be in honor or in memory of a loved one, please
designate the name(s) when placing your request. If you would like to make a
contribution to the church for music or in lieu of sending Christmas cards to
church family and friends, you may do that as well on the form below.
Poinsettia plants may be taken after the evening worship service on Tuesday,
December 24, 2013 by those who donated them.
Please have all donations and requests in the Church Office no later than
Monday, December 16, 2013.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Your Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Number of Poinsettias __________

Total $ ____________ ($10 each)

Music $ ____________

In Memory of: ________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
In Honor of:

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Greetings From:

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

$ _____________________

Christmas Concert
REMINDER
Our Annual Christmas Concert will be held during the morning worship
service on Sunday, December 22, 2013 at 10:00 a.m.
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Kudos to Maya Rastogi, a little girl who came to our Vacation Bible School
this past summer and now attends our Sunday School classes. Maya
made a big impact on the Woodbridge Township Animal Shelter when she
asked the guests she invited to her 4th birthday party to bring donations
for the animals at the shelter in lieu of birthday gifts. A total of 45
pounds of cat food, 35 pounds of dog food, various pet supplies and more
than $200 in cash donations were collected.
In an October 3, 2013 Woodbridge Sentinel article by Staff Writer Amy Rosen, Mayor McCormac said,
“We are very proud of Maya and her dedication to helping the pets that need care from our animal
shelter. It is through her efforts that our shelter is the very best around. As importantly, Maya’s sense
of commitment and her desire to help our homeless animals stand as a truly remarkable and
commendable sense of community.”
You can read the entire article about Maya's love for animals and her sense of commitment online at
http://digital.turn-page.com/i/184845/1. Maya’s story is on pages 10-11.
Thank you Maya for your dedication and
commitment to those less fortunate and all too often forgotten.
If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
1 Corinthians 12:26 (NIV)

Baptism signifies the faithfulness of God, the washing away of sin, rebirth, putting on the fresh garment
of Christ, being sealed by God’s Spirit, adoption into the covenant family of the Church, and the
resurrection and illumination in Christ. - Book of Order W-2.3004
On Sunday, November 10, 2013, NICHOLAS WILLIAM PALOTI was baptized by the Rev. Robert C.
Louer, III during the morning worship service. Nicholas’ parents, Andrew and Ellen, as well as the
congregation, committed themselves to nurture this child in faith.

Please Join Us and Celebrate the Birth of Christ!
Family Christmas Eve Service
Tuesday, December 24, 2013
3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Candlelight Service
Tuesday, December 24, 2013
11:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
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Calendar of Upcoming Events
11/30/13 thru
12/29/13

Woodbridge Township Annual Holiday Train Display – Barron
Arts Center – Admission Free – Monday thru Friday 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. – Saturday and Sunday 2 to 4 p.m. Closed December 25th.

12/01/13

Annual Woodbridge Township Holiday Parade – 1:00 p.m. on
Main Street

12/06/13

Annual Woodbridge Township Tree Lighting and Train Show
Opening Reception Ceremony – 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the
Barron Arts Center. Features include Santa and Mrs. Claus and
many other holiday surprises!

Saturday

12/07/13

1. Holiday Arts and Gingerbread Decorating – Free – 11:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Parker Press Park
2. Holiday Stroll and Horse-Drawn Sleigh Ride – 1:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m. on Main Street

Sunday

12/08/13

Special Congregational Meeting immediately after worship

Friday

12/13/13

Woodbridge Township Holiday Concert featuring The Gospel
Shepherds – 7:30 p.m. at the First Baptist Church of
Woodbridge, 130 Sewaren Avenue, Sewaren, NJ – No
reservations required – Traditional gospel works and holiday
favorites

Sunday

12/1, 8, 15, 22/13

Wednesday

12/18/13

Stream Lines deadline at 12:00 noon

Sunday

12/22/13

Annual Christmas Concert during the morning worship service

Tuesday

12/24/13

1. Family Christmas Eve Service – 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
2. Candlelight Service – 11:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Tuesday and
Wednesday

12/24-25/13

Wednesday

01/01/14

Sunday

Friday

Christmas Joy Offering collection

Church Office Closed for the Christmas holiday
Church Office Closed for New Year’s Day

Adult Sunday School
For the four Sundays of Advent, starting December 1, 2013, from 8:50 a.m. to 9:40
a.m., the Adult Sunday School class will undertake a study entitled, “Hallelujah: The Bible
and Handel’s Messiah.” Participation in this class could enrich your Advent and Christmas
and your appreciation of this magnificent piece of music. Please order a resource book on
the sign-up sheet in the back of Sanctuary. The class will meet in the Choir Room.
All are welcome!
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Warmest Christmas Greetings

A Blessed Christmas to All

From the Stream Lines Staff

from the Church Staff

The Rev. Robert C. Louer, III, Stacey
Castro, Debbie Tarby and Ron
McGarry, with volunteers John
Susan Smolsky, Cathy Shaffer

Guarracino, Millie Knotts

and Stacey Castro

and Cathy Shaffer

Church Office Holiday Hours

Church Office Holiday Hours

The Church Office will be closed on Tuesday,
December 24 and Wednesday, December 25,
2013 for the Christmas holiday.

The Church Office will be closed on
Wednesday, January 1, 2014 for
the New Year holiday.
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!
_____________________________________
SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of
Avenel has called a Special Meeting of the
Congregation for Sunday, December 8, 2013
immediately following the morning worship
service for the purpose of hearing and acting on
a report from the Pastor Nominating Committee
to call the Rev. Robert C. Louer III as Pastor
effective January 1, 2014.

_______________________________________
“The Sunday School teacher says this will
be a true test of my acting ability. What
does she mean by that?”
--------------------

TASK FORCE FORMING
The Stewardship Committee is in the process of
forming a task force to explore the possible
downsizing of church property.
If anyone is interested in joining this committee,
please contact Gay Patrouch either in person or
through the Church Office.

“It’s the perfect Christmas gift.
Hope on a Rope!”
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Prayer Requests
To add someone to this list, please
call the Church Office at
732-634-1631
Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and
Their Families

Recent Concerns
Phil Chiera, Wayne Dubin, Julie Madsen, the Toro
Family, Mirna Martinez Satuye (friend of Maritza
Flores-Shah), Sylvia (Carolyn Cullum’s mother),
Colleen (friend of Carol Palmer), Louise Tegler
(friend of Joan Collins), Vivian Welch (mother of
Ken Welch), Brian (friend of Gary and Carolyn
Stevenson), Giuliani (friend of Dawn Connolly),
Gary (friend of Suzanne Hatatah)

Robert Bartko, Anthony Battito, Jovan Diaz,
Lauren Hansen, Jeffrey Hansen, Daniel Hedner,
Edward Merz, Bryan Palmer, Lauren K. Pfeifer,
Rev. Adam Tietje, Amy Updike, Michael Warren,
Rob Zardona

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE.
SOMEBODY PAID.

Health and Healing
Pete
Allebach,
Thomas
Kurzeja,
Harry
Musselman, Maureen Nielsen, Jennifer Perez

___________________________________

Those with On-Going Long-Term Concerns
Tessa Campbell (niece of Arleen Schreiber), Ann
Marie Carola (friend of John and Linda
Guarracino), Josephine DeVito (mother of Carol
Palmer), Diana Dydak, Nancy Leclair (sister of
Shirley Benkert), Esther Nielsen, Jennifer Perez
In Sympathy
Our sympathy to Linda and John Guarracino on
the passing of Linda’s brother, Stephen Barr.

Eleanor Smith and Toni Anderson

A Simple Act
Traditional thank you notes are rare in this age of texting and social
networking. But California lawyer John Kralik set out to change that. On
January 1, 2008, at a low point in his life, Kralik vowed to send one note
of appreciation to a different person every day for one year.
Although it took him a bit longer to reach the 365 note mark, Kralik’s
intentional focus on gratitude changed his life. “I saw how much I had
been blessed by so many people in different ways,” he said, “and
acknowledging their blessings seemed to make them multiply.”
After Kralik documented his experiences in A Simple Act of Gratitude, people wrote to share how the
effects of gratitude rippled out. By the beginning of 2012, having written his 860 th thank you note,
Kralik said he’d learned that “gratitude is a path to the peace we all seek.”
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Christian Reflections

Be my peace, O Prince of Peace. Let its gentle,
joyful blanket comfort my nervous soul, and still
the warring of your earth.

Child of Promise: A Prayer for
Christmas Morning
By: Dr. Ralph F. Wilson

Be my government, O Christ. Govern not my own
heart only, but also this desperate world in which I
live.

Who are you little baby? Who are you little Christ
child, lying so quietly in manger straw? Who are
you that angels should herald your presence and
stars announce your birth? That wise men and
shepherds, the high and the low, should bow
before you? Who are you, child of Bethlehem, son
of David? What is your future? What is your
promise?

Be my Everlasting Father and my Counselor. By
your counsel, guide me out of confusion and
turmoil into the sunlight that always shines above
my low-lying clouds.

Seven centuries before your birth, the ancient
scriptures speak of you (Isaiah 9:6-7 – NIV):

Amen.

Welcome, Christ child. All my life I have needed
you. O Child of Promise, this Christmas morning I
give to you my heart.

6

For to us a child is born
To us a son is given
And the government will be on his shoulders
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
Of the greatness of his government and peace
There will be no end.

Did You Know?

What is this government? What is this peace, O
Christmas baby? Are you a warrior-to-be? Are you
a king? What promise do you hold?

1. The Grand Canyon can hold around 900 trillion
footballs.
2. All the blinking you do in one day equates to
having your eyes closed for 30 minutes.

How can you be the Mighty God while flecks of
straw, blown from the stable floor, dot your fine
hair? How is this?

3. Your foot has 26 bones in it.
4. One nautical knot equates to 1.852 kph or
1.150 mph.

How can you be the Wonderful Counselor before
you’ve learned? A teacher before you’ve been
taught? What is the wellspring of your wisdom?

Famous Firsts in New Jersey

What is this mystery set before us, enigmatic
newborn lying in a stable manger, born of parents
poor, yet destined for this greatness? You must
be the One we’ve hoped for, longed for all our
lives. The One who will set us free from our
depressions and oppressions, within and without.

1. The first incandescent lamp (light bulb) was
made by Thomas Edison in Menlo Park in 1879.
2. The first submarine was built in 1878 by John
Holland of Passaic County. The submarine is
now in a public museum in Paterson.

Little wonder angels cannot contain their Good
News of Great Joy. Little wonder heavenly host
sing in chorus,

3. The first condensed soup in America was
cooked and canned in Camden County in 1897.
4. The first robot to replace a human worker was
used by General Motors in Ewing Township in
1961.

Glory to God in the highest
And on earth peace, good will toward men.
Luke 2:14 (KJV)
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DECEMBER
Birthdays
If there are any omissions or
errors in the December
birthday list, please contact
the Church Office at 732634-1631. Thank you!

December Memory Verse
Matthew 24:44 (NIV)

01
02
03
09
10
11
12
13
15
16

So you also must be ready, because the Son of
Man will come at an hour when you do not
expect him.

17
18
19
20
21
27
30
31

Thought of the Month
Don’t speak unless you can
improve the silence.

WINTER
“Hear! Hear!” screamed the jay from a
neighboring tree, where I had heard a tittering
for some time. “Winter has a concentrated and
nutty kernel, if you know where to look for it.”
Henry David Thoreau - 28 November 1858
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Carolyn Gilligan
Steven Smolsky
Lindsey Gilligan Brooks
Taylor Fowler, III, Arleen Schreiber
Nick Altieri
Robin Kavaja
Michale Wattie
Chizoba Usuwa
Frederick Mock
Ariana Bladt, William Dodich, Sarah
Rasimowicz
Debra Tarby
Dylan Miller, Larry Palmer
Ann Wetzel
Nicholas Sammartino
Howard Hulsizer
Gay Patrouch, Audreyann Rasimowicz
Helen Poulsen
Bobbie Altieri
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