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FOR UNTO YOU IS BORN THIS DAY IN THE CITY OF DAVID 
 A SAVIOUR, WHICH IS CHRIST THE LORD. 

-Luke 2:11 (KJV) 
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WHAT’S THE BIG DEAL ABOUT CHRISTMAS? 

 

The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  We 

have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 

came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  John 1:14 

 

Imagine yourself at the mall waiting in line at a checkout counter 

to pay for some Christmas gifts. The person ahead of you turns 

and says, “Let me guess, you’re Christmas shopping? Where I 

grew up we don’t celebrate Christmas. I’ve lived here for almost 

5 years, but still don’t understand all the hype surrounding 

Christmas. What’s the big deal; what does it mean?” Well, what 

would you say? Why is Christmas such a big deal; what does 

Christmas mean? 
 

It would be hard, don’t you think, to deny that Christmas is a big 

deal? According to data from the U.S. Census Bureau accessed 

on the website of the National Retail Federation (NRF, 

www.NRF.com), 2013 holiday retail sales nearly hit $600B—after 

the six, that’s 11 zeros. That’s a big deal! The NRF also reports 

that 2013 holiday retail sales generated about 20% of annual 

revenue. That’s a big deal. It used to be that on Thanksgiving 

Day virtually all but the most essential businesses closed. No 

more. Such a huge shift in our culture is a big deal. Businesses 

first began offering door-buster Christmas sales in the early 

morning hours the Friday after Thanksgiving, creeping ever 

closer to opening on Thanksgiving Day. Then they began with 

late-night sales on Thanksgiving Day, inching earlier and earlier, 

to the point where now some businesses will be open virtually all 

day on Thanksgiving.  They open because hordes of people 
patronize 
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patronize them. That’s a big deal, but isn’t it sadly ironic? It’s as if in the midst of giving thanks for their 

many blessings, people are suddenly overtaken with an acute awareness that they haven’t been blessed 

enough. That compels them to race out to complete the abundance of their blessing by acquiring what’s 

missing! Is this not, for many, a pitiable quest for happiness? That’s a big deal. 
 

Christmas is a big deal in many other ways. It’s inextricably bound in people’s hearts and minds with 

stories, true and mythical. Family and friends travel to huddle around tables with food, music, festive 

decorations and symbols. They tell or re-tell those stories. That’s a big deal, and those gatherings serve 

as fodder for more stories. Themes of giving—even self-giving—and receiving, thread those stories. 

Given humanity’s universal affliction with self-centeredness, any discussion of self-giving—giving of 

one’s self with no expectation of receiving back—is an especially big deal. On both ends however, giving 

and receiving, there can be an underbelly of selfish manipulation (seeking something in return), greed 

and covetousness. That’s a big deal. It’s a big deal that people keep time-honored traditions and invent 

new ones. Traditions bring comfort, peace and joy. That’s a big deal. Memories are made, some fond, 

some painful. Both are a big deal. Beneath all this for some, and above it for others, Christmas has 

religious significance. That is a big deal. 
 

If we’ve established a plethora of reasons for which we can say Christmas is a big deal, what can we say 

undergirds it all? It must be that Christmas is about giving, specifically self-giving. The invisible God 

who created all that is, only some of which we can see, took visible human form so the human race 

could personally and intimately enjoy knowing God, in a relationship. That’s a big deal because 

humanity had severed itself and continues to sever itself from a relationship with God by pursuing its 

own selfish desires rather than what God desires. This results in pain. The symptoms of humanity’s 

spiritual affliction abound. They manifest themselves not just spiritually, but in symptoms that are 

physical, mental and emotional. All are ultimately rooted in broken relationships, with God and others. 

What are the symptoms? Fear, anxiety, shame, guilt, lack of fulfillment, loneliness, lack of self esteem, 

fatigue, diseases including addictive behaviors, greed, injustice, crime and war. All of these are rooted 

in you and me and everyone being hell-bent on having his/her own way. To assert our worth we try to 

take control of our lives instead of submitting to God’s control. We will not prevail doing things our way. 

It’s like trying to move a 10,000-pound boulder. It’s not going to happen. Our persistence in trying 

injures us. 
 

To heal us of our injury, God took human form as Jesus Christ. Jesus embodies God’s self-giving love, 

love wrapped in flesh and bones. He came to show us, up close and personally, what love looks, sounds 

and feels like. He showed us by healing the sick, feeding the hungry, raising the dead, confronting 

injustice and self-centeredness, giving voice to the voiceless and clothing the naked. He died on a cross 

that all humanity, stripped naked of its God-given goodness by sin, might be re-clothed with God’s love, 

goodness and righteousness. Jesus—God—the One on whom humanity cheated by pursuing other lovers 

(i.e., putting God in second or third or last place in their lives) initiated reconciliation with humanity. 

Imagine, the one who was faithful in the relationship initiated its reconciliation and took the blame as 

the unfaithful one. God did this out of love, so that we cheaters could know and enjoy the One who 

loves and accepts us without condition. Christmas, thus, is about God’s total self-donation. 
 

Christmas isn’t only about giving though. It’s very much about receiving. It’s about our receiving the 

gracious gift of God’s forgiveness for cheating on an always-faithful God. Then, it’s about our response, 

giving ourselves wholly to God, submitting to God’s will—out of gratitude for God giving us Christ. We 

do this by faith, trusting in God’s loving character, as seen in Christ. God then super-naturally takes up 

spiritual residence in us, and we begin to embody self-giving love, like Jesus. Have you received God’s 

self-giving love? Are you giving what you’ve received, with a full, grateful heart? Both are the big deal 

that Christmas is all about. May you receive God’s peace, joy and hope this Christmas season. 

 

 

In Christ,  

 

Bob Louer 

Pastor 
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Christmas Joy Offering 
 

Be the Light! 

 

Presbyterians have long celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ by giving generously to a 

Christmas season offering.  Fifty percent of the receipts of the Christmas Joy Offering 

are distributed to the Board of Pensions for assistance programs that provide support to 

retired and active church workers and their spouses and families. The other fifty percent 

supports Presbyterian-related racial ethnic education through the General Assembly Mission Council.  
 

Please send your Christmas Joy Offering contribution to the Church Office at 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue, 

Avenel, NJ 07001 or place it in the offering plate during the morning worship service on Sunday, 

November 30, December 7, 14 or 21, 2014.  Envelopes will be available in the Sanctuary.  If you use 

your own envelope, please write “Christmas Joy Offering” on it. 

 

Be the light and change individual lives, families and communities through your contribution. 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee Hour 
 

Sunday, December 21, 2014 

 

 

On Sunday, December 21, 2014, Rev. Bob and Carrie will host Coffee Hour at the 

Manse immediately following the morning worship service. 

 

The Manse is located at 631 E. Woodbridge Avenue, Avenel, NJ. 

 

All are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Christmas Concert  
 

Sunday, December 21, 2014 
 

Our Annual Christmas Concert will be held 

during the morning worship service on Sunday, 

December 21, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

 

 
 

Christmas Caroling 
 

Monday, December 15, 2014 
 

Join us as we go Christmas caroling on Monday, 

December 15, 2014 to visit shut-ins.  We will 

meet in the Church parking lot at 6:45 p.m.  
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Christmas Poinsettias and Greetings 

 

     Once again our Sanctuary will be decorated for Christmas.  Poinsettia plants 

will be obtained from Floral Expressions at a cost of $10 per plant. If you wish 

your poinsettia donation to be in honor or in memory of a loved one, please 

designate the name(s) when placing your request.  If you would like to make a 

contribution to the church for music or in lieu of sending Christmas cards to 

church family and friends, you may do that as well on the form below. 

   

     Poinsettia plants may be taken after the evening worship service on 

Wednesday, December 24, 2014 by those who donated them. 

 

Please have all donations and requests in the Church Office no later than 

 Friday, December 12, 2014. 

 

 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

 

Your Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Number of Poinsettias __________      Total $ ____________ ($10 each)         Music $ ____________ 

 
 

 

In Memory of: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Honor of: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings From: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________         $ __________________________ 
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Please Join Us and Celebrate the Birth of Christ! 

 
Family Christmas Eve Service 

Wednesday, December 24, 2014 

3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

 

Candlelight Service 

Wednesday, December 24, 2014 

11:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Communion by intinction will be offered 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
   

 
11/29/14 thru 

12/28/14 

Woodbridge Township Annual Holiday Train Display – Barron 

Arts Center – Admission Free – Monday thru Friday 11 a.m. to 4 

p.m. – Saturday and Sunday 2 to 4 p.m. Closed December 25th. 

Friday 12/05/14 

Annual Woodbridge Township Tree Lighting and Train Show 

Opening Reception Ceremony – 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the 

Barron Arts Center.  Features include Santa and Mrs. Claus and 

many other holiday surprises! 

Sunday 12/07/14 

1. Sunday School sings during morning worship 

2. Sunday School staff will be recognized during morning 

worship 

3. Annual Woodbridge Township Holiday Parade 

Friday 12/12/14 

Woodbridge Township/Barron Arts Center Annual Holiday 

Concert – 7:30 p.m. at St. Andrew’s Church, 244 Avenel St, 

Avenel, NJ - No reservations required – Featuring Jazz Vocalist 

Cynthia Holiday performing standards and holiday favorites 

Monday 12/15/14 Christmas Caroling – meet in church parking lot at 6:45 p.m. 

Sunday 11/30, 12/7, 14, 21 Christmas Joy Offering collection 

Sunday 12/21/14 

1. Annual Christmas Concert during the morning worship 

service 

2. Coffee Hour in the Manse, hosted by Bob and Carrie, 

immediately following worship 

Wednesday 12/24/14 
1. Family Christmas Eve Service – 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

2. Candlelight Service – 11:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Wednesday 

and Thursday 
12/24-25/14  Church Office Closed for the Christmas holiday 

Thursday 01/01/15 Church Office Closed for New Year’s Day 
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NEW WEB ADDRESS FOR OUR SERMON PODCASTS 
 

The OLD address was http://www.podpoint.net/Avenel 

 

The NEW address is http://www.podpoint.net/Avenel_Presbyterian_Church 

 

Please make note of this change. 
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TIRED OF TURKEY?  SICK OF STUFFING? 
 

THE SOLUTION IS SIMPLE! 
 

 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AVENEL’S YOUTH MISSION GROUP 
IS HOLDING A RESTAURANT FUNDRAISER 

 

AT 
 

ANTHONY’S COAL FIRED PIZZA 
80 PARSONAGE ROAD, EDISON, NJ 

(IN FRONT OF TARGET) 
 

ON 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2014 
 

 

20% OF ALL RECEIPTS FOR THAT DAY WILL BE DONATED BACK  

TO THE YOUTH MISSION GROUP 

 

YOU DO NOT NEED TO BRING IN A FLYER. 

JUST MENTION OUR GROUP TO YOUR WAITER/WAITRESS 

 

 

EACH SUMMER FOR 1 WEEK, OUR GROUP GOES TO AN AREA IN NEED AND PROVIDES ASSISTANCE 

REPAIRING HOMES FOR THOSE WHO CANNOT AFFORD TO DO SO THEMSELVES. 
 

THIS YEAR WE WILL BE GOING TO SUNBURY PA. 
 

THE COST FOR EACH WORK CAMPER TO GO IS $625.00 
 

ALL OF THE MONEY RAISED GOES TOWARDS OUR TRIP EXPENSES. 

 

 

NOT ONLY ARE YOU GETTING A GREAT MEAL, BUT YOU ARE HELPING US TO HELP OTHERS. 

 

 

OUR 2015 YOUTH MISSION GROUP 

WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
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2015 CHICK-FIL-A 
CALENDARS 

 

The 2015 Chick-Fil-A calendars are now available for 

$7.00 each.  The calendar includes a card for a free food 

item each month worth over $25.00. 

 

All proceeds benefit the programs of the Christian 

Education Committee.   

 

For more information or to purchase your calendar, 

please call the Church Office at 732-634-1631, Shirley 

Benkert, or you can use the sign-up sheet in the back of 

the Sanctuary. 

 

Thank you! 

 

The Christian Education Committee  

 

 

 

 

  

  
  

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

Church Office Holiday Hours 
 

The Church Office will be closed on Wednesday, 

December 24 and Thursday, December 25, 2014 

for the Christmas holiday. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Church Office Holiday Hours 
 

The Church Office will be closed on  

Thursday, January 1, 2015 for  

the New Year holiday. 
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Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and 

Their Families 

 

Anthony Battito, Jovan Diaz, Lauren Hansen, 

Jeffrey Hansen, Daniel Hedner, Edward Merz, 

Lauren K. Pfeifer, Rev. Adam Tietje, Amy Updike, 

Michael Warren, Rob Zardona 

 

 
 

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE. 

SOMEBODY PAID. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Eleanor Smith 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

To add someone to this list, please 

call the Church Office at 

732-634-1631 

 

Recent Concerns 
 

Ron Herrington (Linda Herrington’s husband), 

Dolly Montani (friend of Joan Benkert), the 

Barrett, Battito and Fowler families, Anthony 

Battito, the Rienstra family (friends of Rev. 

Louer), Howard and Betty Hulsizer, Rose Hunt  

 

Health and Healing 
 

Pete Allebach, Thomas Kurzeja, Harry 

Musselman, Maureen Nielsen, Jennifer Perez 

 

Those with On-Going Long-Term Concerns 
 

Tessa Campbell (niece of Arleen Schreiber),  

Josephine DeVito (mother of Carol Palmer), Diana 

Dydak, Esther Nielsen, Maureen Nielsen, Bryan 

Palmer, Jennifer Perez, Thomas Stockl 

 

In Sympathy 
 

Our heartfelt sympathies to Gayle, Jim and Alison 

Nolan, family and friends, on the passing of Jim 

and Gayle’s brother/brother-in-law and Alison’s 

uncle, Mr. Ed Churnside. 
 

Our heartfelt sympathies to Pat Battito, Lisa 

Fowler, and the entire Barrett, Battito and Fowler 

families and friends on the passing of Pat and 

Lisa’s great-niece, Daniella. 

   

 

 
 

CALLED HOME 
 

November 2014 – Allen J. Lewis, our friend, long-time 

church member, Trustee, Elder and Clerk of Session. 

Allen was born in Massachusetts, graduated from 

Northeastern University with a B.S. in Civil Engineering.  

In that capacity, he worked for NOAA and retired from 

the New Jersey Turnpike Authority in 1991.  Allen was a 

beloved husband, father and grandfather.   

 

Our sympathies to Allen’s wife Barbara, his son 

Christopher and daughter Marcia Lewis Sellman, the 

entire Allen and Sellman families and their many friends. 
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Outreach Committee News 
 

What This Committee Does 

 

It is the responsibility of this committee to oversee the total 

outreach of the church. 
 

We are involved in the worldwide mission of the church and the church’s response to social issues and 

needs of the local community. 
 

Outreach reports to Session all actions that will lead to Christian witness.  We review all requests for 

support from outside agencies with Session approval and make disbursements from church mission 

contributions. 
 

Our present members are:  Arlene Farley, Stephanie Kurowsky, Carol Palmer, Linda Sammartino and 

Bob Toro (Chairperson).   

 

 

 
 

 

A Mighty Message 
 

When Charles Wesley wrote “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” in 1739, he had 

the angels proclaim: “Glory to the newborn King! Peace on earth and mercy 

mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
 

And what did Wesley think should be the consequences of that message? 
 

“Joyful, all ye nations, rise. Join the triumph of the skies. With th’angelic 

host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem! Hark! The herald angels sing, 

Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

“Hail the heav’n–born Prince of Peace! Hail the Son of Righteousness! Light and life to all He brings. 

Ris’n with healing in His wings.  Mild He lays His glory by. Born that man no more may die. Born to raise 

the sons of earth. Born to give them second birth. Hark! The herald angels sing, Glory to the newborn 

King!” 
 

When Wesley wrote that hymn, England was going through a desperate, hopeless time.  

Unemployment, poverty, illness, alcoholism and crime were widespread.  Wesley and his brother, John, 

believed the answer for their nation was Christ’s life-changing message.  Changed lives would bring a 

changed nation. 
 

Wesley’s Christmas song rang true:  “Light and life to all He brings.”  Some historians have written that 

England didn’t have a revolution (as did France) mainly because of the message the Wesleys preached 

and sang. 
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Christian Reflections 
 

The Man and the Birds 

By:  Paul Harvey 

 

 

Now the man to whom I’m going to introduce you 

was not a scrooge.  He was a kind, decent, mostly 

good man.  Generous to his family, upright in his 

dealings with other men.  But he just didn’t 

believe all that incarnation stuff which the 

churches proclaim at Christmas time.  It just 

didn’t make sense and he was too honest to 

pretend otherwise.  He just couldn’t swallow the 

Jesus story, about God coming to earth as a man. 

 

“I’m truly sorry to distress you,” he told his wife, 

“but I’m not going with you to church this 

Christmas Eve.” He said he’d feel like a hypocrite.  

That he’d much rather just stay at home, but that 

he would wait up for them.  And so he stayed and 

they went to the midnight service. 

 

Shortly after the family drove away in the car, 

snow began to fall.  He went to the window to 

watch the flurries getting heavier and heavier and 

then went back to his fireside chair and began to 

read his newspaper.  Minutes later, he was 

startled by a thudding sound.  Then another, and 

then another.  Sort of a thump or a thud.  At first 

he thought someone must be throwing snowballs 

against his living room window. 

 

But when he went to the front door to investigate, 

he found a flock of birds huddled miserably in the 

snow.  They’d been caught in the storm and, in a 

desperate search for shelter, had tried to fly 

through his large landscape window.  Well, he 

couldn’t let the poor creatures lie there and 

freeze, so he remembered the barn where his 

children stabled their pony.  That would provide a 

warm shelter, if he could direct the birds to it. 

 

Quickly he put on a coat and galoshes and 

tramped through the deepening snow to the barn.  

He opened the doors wide and turned on a light, 

but the birds did not come in.  He figured food 

would entice them in.  So he hurried back to the 

house, fetched bread crumbs and sprinkled them 

on the snow, making a trail to the yellow-lighted, 

wide-open doorway of the stable.  But to his 

dismay, the birds ignored the bread crumbs and 

continued to flap around helplessly in the snow. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

He tried catching them.  He tried shooing them 

into the barn by walking around them waving his 

arms.  Instead, they scattered in every direction, 

except into the warm, lighted barn.  And then he 

realized that they were afraid of him.  To them, he 

reasoned, I am a strange and terrifying creature.  

If only I could think of some way to let them know 

that they can trust me. That I am not trying to 

hurt them, but to help them.  But how, because 

any move he made tended to frighten and confuse 

them.  They just would not follow.  They would 

not be led or shooed because they feared him. 

 

“If only I could be a bird,” he thought to himself, 

“and mingle with them and speak their language.  

Then I could tell them not to be afraid.  Then I 

could show them the way to the safe, warm . . .    

. . .    . . . to the safe, warm barn.  But I would 

have to be one of them so they could see, and 

hear and understand.” 

 

At that moment, the church bells began to ring.  

The sound reached his ears above the sounds of 

the wind.  And he stood there listening to the bells 

– listening to the bells pealing the glad tidings of 

Christmas. And he sank to his knees in the snow. 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 

Did You Know?  

 

1. Ontario is the only Canadian province that 

borders the Great Lakes. 
 

2. Alaska has the longest border with Canada of 

all the 50 states.  Montana has the longest 

border with Canada of the lower 48 states. 
 

3. Montana also borders the most Canadian 

provinces of all the fifty states.  It borders 3 of 

them – British Columbia, Alberta and 

Saskatchewan. 
 

4. Arkansas is the only U.S. state that begins 

with an “A” but does not end with an “a.”  All 

the other states that begin with an “A,” 

Arizona, Alabama and Alaska, also end with an 

“a.” 
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December Memory Verse  

 

John 1:14 

 

The Word became flesh and made His dwelling 

among us.  We have seen His glory, the glory of 

the one and only Son, who came from the 

Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Nature has many scenes to exhibit, and 

constantly draws a curtain over this part or that. 

She is constantly repainting the landscape and 

all surfaces, dressing up some scene for our 

entertainment. Lately we had a leafy wilderness; 

now bare twigs begin to prevail, and soon she 

will surprise us with a mantle of snow. Some 

green she thinks is so good for our eyes that, 

like blue, she never banishes it entirely, but has 

created evergreens.  

 

Henry David Thoreau 

08 November 1858 

 
 

  

December 
Birthdays 

 

If there are any omissions or 

errors in the December 

birthday list, please contact 

the Church Office at 732-

634-1631. Thank you!  
 

01 Carolyn Gilligan 

02 Steven Smolsky 

03 Lindsey Gilligan Brooks 

09 Taylor Fowler, III, Arleen Schreiber 

10 Nick Altieri 

11 Robin Kavaja Grashorn 

12 Michale Wattie 

13 Chizoba Usuwa 

15 Frederick Mock 

16 Ariana Bladt, William Dodich 

17 Debra Tarby 

18 Dylan Miller, Larry Palmer 

19 Ann Wetzel 

20 Nicholas Sammartino 

21 Howard Hulsizer 

27 Gay Patrouch 

30 Helen Poulsen 

31 Bobbie Altieri 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 

Thought of the Month 
 

Don't wait for someone to bring you flowers. 

Plant your own garden and decorate 

your own soul. 

 
 

   
 

 

WINTER 



 

 

 

 

STREAM LINES 
 

 
 

 

December 2014 
 

 
 

Fold Here   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  Fold Here 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Avenel 
621 E. Woodbridge Avenue 
Avenel, NJ  07001 
(732) 634-1631 
 
Address Service Requested 
 

 
 

 

Non-Profit 
Organization 

December 2014 

STREAM LINES 
A MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AVENEL 


