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iThen we wil/| no | on gossed back and fothaby theswaves, and
blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness
of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will

PASTOR in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ .0 (Ephesians
1 4:14 -15)

I'tds truly amazi ng cdnepeak ®oud differenthoim different seasons of our lives. |
suppose thatés one of the reasons t hatlivifgcWdrdp titu mevesi and

breathes and speaks to us anew every time we read it. For me, this passage from Ephesia ns di
really sink in until Karin and | started having kids. Since my earliest days as a Christian , 1 6ve al
gravitated toward this passage; however, after having
to understand its depth.

ATmhe we wi ||l no | on g Anminfamteis complietalyr degeddént upon his/her parents for
everything . Taking care of an infant is |ike 24 hours of
Okay, bad analogy. But you get the point. Infants need constant attention, anc
alone for very long. Let me rephrase: they s h o u | deredt alone for very long.

Paul , of cour se, i $iterad tinfancy, bk i spgituah dndancy. When we are new in our
faith, we depend (primarily) on others for everything

teaching of our Christian family. We depend on worship services and ministers and sermons to nurse us



along in our spir itual journey. This is a beautiful and necessary step in our own faith growth.

But, as Paul points out, if we never mature in our faith, we are in danger of becoming like a
rudderless ship in a stormy sea. An infant is incredibly vulnerable. If we only depend on others to feed
us, and never learn to feed ourselves , then our faith may not survive. What would happen if we never
taught babies to eat for themselves? They would continue to depend on their caretaker forever ,
guzzling the same milk for the rest of their lives. I f we want to
say that all the healthy food we eat represents God and all the junk food represents sin. What if a new
caretaker comes along and takes away the milk? What if they replace t he milk with peanut -butter
cups d all the while telling the infant that God i s nliketmilk, but instead is like peanut -butter cups? The
spiritual i nf &ossed back ant fdrth byethe fivaves, and blown here and there by every wind
ofteachingandby t he cunning and craftiness of men in their d

So whatés the answer? The d@nswad i ¢ hi mgs weomusip: i
Head, t hat i s We fekd todetrn ldow to do some things for ourselves , to dig deep er in our
understanding, to begin sitting up, rolling, crawling, and eventually walking our faith in the world. We
need to experience God as a full -cours e meal, to wean from the bottle. Y ou get the picture.

During the next 40 days (or so) alfofuktegrab,a kriféahd fork ance t ¢
dig in . Lent is one of the oldest seasons in the Christian calendar. Its purpose has always been: to

promote self -examination and penitence in preparati on for Easter. What a perfect time to broaden our
spiritual palate!

It is in this spirit t hat I 6d | i ke to invite ypoongedo
approach to growing in your faith no matter where you are in your spiritual wa |Ik. The first is through a

series of worship opportunities:

February 17: Ash Wednesday Service at 7 p.m.inthe Sanctuary - Start Lent off right
February 24  -March 24: Lenten Vespers at 5:45 -7:55 p.m. - Join us for a soup supper, vesper
serviceinthecha pel , and a di scussngsn @odoulps.e si 5t of hGr ow o1

The second approach is through an integrated sermon/
to Grow Your Faith. o After the weekly Vespeoup freamerldi <
7:55pm in Ken Hunt Lounge based on this topic, and my sermons throughout Lent will correspond with
each weekly theme. ltés a | ow pressur e, extremely ¢
everyday life.

Let6s gdleasntiaget her . Leobbds hei dent of Goddbés Word, a

truly be satisfied. And may you and your family experience God more and more this Lenten season.
I'n Christdés service,

Rev. Jason Tucker

STREAM LINES INFORMATION

The deadline for the March 2010 issu e of Stream Lines will be
Wednesday , February 17 ,2010 at12:00 noon.

Remember to email your articles to:

Susan Smolsky at  streamlines@comcast.net  and From the
Carol Palmer at avenelpres@verizon.net Editor
The March issue will be available for online reading and printing on or about Wednesday, February

24, 2010 and will be available to those who have no internet service and pick up their copies in the
Sanctuary on Sunday, February 28, 2010.
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MINUTES ofthe
CONGREGATIONAL/CORPORATION MEETING
First Presbyterian Church of Avenel
October 25, 2009

The semi -annual meeting of the Congregation was called to order at 11:50
AM in the church sanctuary with prayer by the Moderator, Rev. Jason P.
Tucker.

After finding the Call of the meeting to be in order, and establishing that a quorum of the membership
was present, Rev. Tucker proceeded with the meeting.

Rev. Tucker reminded the attendees that only active members were permitted to participate
vote, and that candidates for offices required a majority of active members present and voting to be
elected.

in any

Rev. Tucker asked for the report of the Nominating Committee from Chairperson Elder Kathy Sturtz.

Ed Benkert was nominated foraoney  ear term as Treasurer.

Carol Palmer  was nominated for a one year term as Assistant Treasurer.

Mike Sturtz ~ was nominated for a three year term (Class of 2012) on the Auditing Committee.

Nominations for Elder/Trustee
were as follows:

2 YEAR TERM (Class of 2011)
Kathy Sturtz
3 YEAR TERM (Class of 2012)

Nominations for Deacon were as
follows:

1 YEAR TERM (Class of 2010)
Mary Ann Lombardi
3 YEAR TERM (Class of 2012)

Nominees for a one -year term

as members of the Nominating
Committee were:

Elizabeth Hulsizer
Representative)

Carolyn Stevenson Millie  Knotts Nick Altieri
Carolyn Stockl Arlene Farley Edward Benkert
Elaine Ferrie - Kaczmarek Jan Gagnon Wilmer Allebach
Ryan Miller Joan Collins Delia Culton
Lorine Price Vilma Ambis

(Deacon

There being no nominations from the floor for any offices, on motion and second nominations were

closed. Since the number of positions equaled the number of nominees, it was regularly moved and
seconded that no written ballot was required for the vote. Th e Moderator assured the congregation that
written ballots had been prepared, if needed. The motion to dispense with the written ballot was
approved, and the slate of officers was elected unanimously

On motion and second, the business of the Congregationa
purpose of opening a meeting of the Corporation.

| meeting was suspended for the

Elder Dubin, Finance Committee Chairperson and Corporation President, moderated the meeting. He
explained that the 2010 Budget had been approved by Session at its October 20 meeting, but that it
could not be acted upon at this meeting because there was insufficient time for the required 7 day

review by the congregation. A separate meeting of the Corporation will be scheduled in the near future

to present the budget.
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Old Busi ness i

The Moderator called on Elder Charles Kurowsky to present the report of the 2008 Auditing Committee.

He indicated that the written report had been submitted, but was not available for this meeting. He
assured the members that it would be included in the printed version of the minutes. The audit
revealed no major errors or problems and on motion and second, the report was received.

WRITTEN REPORT AS FOLLOWS:

Audit Committee Report

Date: February 16, 2009

Time: 1pm

Attendees: Ed Benkert, Charlie Kurowsky, Ryan Miller, John Guarracino

The audit committee met on February 16 to reviev
The following areas were reviewed for accuracy and compliance:

Accounts Payable

Voucher System

Record(s) of Income

Payroll

Checking Account Reconciliations

v > > >

All areas were found to be in order. During a random review of the payment vouchers, a
check was attached to a voucher, but the corresponding invoice was not attached. The
Treasurer will review this payment with t he Assistant Treasurer. All other sampled vouchers
were properly documented. Income statements matched deposit records, and all payroll
taxes were paid in a timely manner.

The Deacons®é and MIC accounts were incor por aibeady
2008, and all receipts and disbursements have been recorded in an orderly fashion. Having a
central point of record keeping has resulted in an efficient operation.

Ed Benkert and Carol Palmer are to be commended on a fine job.
The meeting was closed at 2:15 pm.
Submitted by,

Charlie Kurowsky
Audit Ch airperson

END OF WRITTEN REPORT

There being no further business to come before the Corporation, on motion and second, the meeting
of the Corporation was adjourned and business resumed on the Congregational meeting.

New Business i

Rev. Tucker opened discussion regarding changes in the style and order of worship over the past several

months. A lively discussion was held, during which Rev. Tucker assured the congregation that any

changes in wo rship were made only after consultation and approval among the Worship Committee,
himself and the Session. Comments, both in favor of the status quo and in favor of a more
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contemporary worship style, were voiced. Rev. Tucker asked for the patience of all members during this
time of transition, and members urged each other to seek compromise and focus on God rather than a
particular aspect of worship.

There being no further business to properly come before the meeting, it was closed with prayer by the
Moderator at 12:40 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Charles P. Kurowsky
Clerk of Session

MINUTES of the SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL/CORPORATION MEETING
First Presbyterian Church of Avenel
December 13, 2009

A special meeting of the Congregation and Corporation was called to order at 12:10 PM in the church
sanctuary with prayer by the Moderator, Rev. Jason P. Tucker.

After finding the Call of the meeting to be in order, and establishing that a quorum of the membership
was present, Rev. Tucker proceeded with the meeting.

On motion and second, the Congregational Meeting was suspended, and the meeting of the Corporation
was convened. Elder Wayne Dubin, chairman of the Finance Committee, moderated.

Elder Dubin and Ed Benkert, Church Treasurer, presented a review of the status of the manse
renovation project. The project is currently funded for $72,000. Due to unexpected cost overruns and

additions, an  additional $5,000 i 10,000 may be needed to complete the renovation. This additional
amount does not include the $9,000 borrowed from the Property Care Fund, which was hoped to be paid

back.

Loan re payments to individuals have begun. The delay in complet ing the renovation will also result in
continued rent to be paid for the Tuckers housing in 2010. On motion and second, the report was
received.

There being no further business to come before the Corporation, on motion and second, the meeting of
the Corpo ration was adjourned, and the Congregational meeting was resumed.

The Moderator asked Elder Dubin to present the 2010 budget for review. Copies of the budget were
di stributed. Budgeted expenses totaled $212, 630. Gdary
and related expenses were submitted pending the receipt of Presbytery guidelines for 2010.

The members were afforded the opportunity to ask questions about the budget, and all questions were
answered satisfactorily. On motion and second, the budg et was approved and received.

There being no further business to properly come before the meeting, it was closed with prayer by the
Moderator at 12:25 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Charles P. Kurowsky

Clerk of Session
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Annual Pancake Supper

LA

Tuesday, February 16, 2010 T 5:00to 7:00 p.m. T Jacob Morgan Hall

3
S
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REMINDER

W

The Christian Education Committee invites you to come join us on

Tuesday, February 16, 2010 for our Annual Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper. It
is open to everyone, so bri  ng your friends!

Donations will be accepted at the door. The suggested donation is $4.00 per adult and $2.00 for
each child. Seating is available from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in Jacob Morgan Hall.

Hope to see you there!

Congregational Meeting

The Session has set Sunday, February 21 , 2010 as the
date for our semi -annual congregational meeting. The
purpose of the meeting is to review and discuss the
annual report and to conduct any other business that may

be properly brought to the atte ntion of the congregation.

Come to the Game!

February 7, 2010 T REMINDER

I'tds anot her Super Bowl Sunday, this 'y
That 6s when our next Daviddés Challenge w
our very own gym. Everyone is invited to come watch as our

Sunday School Department is divided into two teams that will Dav Challenge
batt | e f or victory. The red team i s ..u...»ab d ¢
blue team is fAGodo6és Warriors. o The team that answer ¢
bible -based questions correctly will get to advance toward their goal depending on the yardage value of

their question. The team scoring the most points by the end of the game wins. We will start promptly
at 9:00 a.m. and will end at 10:00 a.m.

Ash Wednesday  Service

Wednesday, February 17, 2010 I Sanctuary 1 7:0 0p.m.

Jesus retreated into the wilderness and fasted for 40 days to prepare his

S ministry. For Him, it was a time of contemplation, reflection and preparation. By
observing Lent, most Christians join Jesus on His retreat.

Wednesday Take the time now to map out your journey from Ash Wednesday to Easter.

Begin your journey by joining us for our Ash Wednesday Service at 7:0 0 p.m. on
Wednesday, February 17, 2010 in the Sanctuary.
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Lenten Soup Suppers » Vesper Servicess Discussion Group

Lent is a season of preparation and reflection, soul -searching and
repentance, and a time for taking stock.

Our annual Lenten Soup Suppers and Vesper Services held on
Wednesday evenings are a perfect way to remember the sacrifice of our
Lord du ring this special time of the year.

Our first date is Wednesday, February 24, followed by March 3, 10, 17
and 24. Join us for the Soup Supper, with delicious homemade soups ,
fresh baked bread s and desserts, from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. in Jacob Morgan Hall, followed by the Vesper
Service from 6:45t0 7:05 p.m. in the Chapel.

New this year is a discussion group after the Vesper Service. From 7:10 to 7:55 p.m., please join
us in Ken Hunt Lounge for a discussion on the i5 Tki Gogd Uses to Grow Your Fa
available by request. Please contact the Church Office for more information.

To view our flyer on the fi5 Things God Uses t glickberew Your

@W% Tooling Around the Township Fix -Up Day

Saturday, April 24, 2010

§7 The Woodbridge Township Municipal Council wants to remind everyone that
Tooling Around the Township is just around the corner. The annual Township -
wide -ifd xday is scheduled for Saturday, A

house for repair or volunteer to help today. Call 732  -634 -2750, Ext. 105, or log
on to the Township webpage at http://twp.woodbridge.nj.us for more details.

Division on Agingi Tax Help for Seniors

The Township of Woodbridge, Division on Aging, will once again offer senior taxpayers help in
preparing their 2009 New Jersey Property Tax relief forms (NJ Property Tax Reimbursement Forms
PTR1 and PTR2) and New Jersey 2009 Homestead Rebate Form. To be eligible, you must be a
Woodbridge re sident age 65 or older (proof of residency required) and earn less than $38,000 (married)
or $30,000 (single).

Senior residents under the age of 65 must be receiving federal SSD Benefits (Social Security
Disability Benefits). Appointments available be ginning February 1 . To schedule an appointment, call
732 -855 -0600, Ext. 5023.

Assistance is also available for seniors and those with low income who need help with their Federal
and/or NJ State income tax returns. That assistance is provided by AARP volunteers as follows:

U Mondays at the Evergreen Senior Center in Colonia from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., starting on
Monday, February 22, 2010

U Wednesdays at the Woodbridge Main Library from 12:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m., starting on
Wednesday, February 10,2 010

You do not have to be an AARP member to obtain this help, and no appointment is necessary. PTR1
and PTR2 assistance is also available.
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working 13 inch cable
is in good conditi

use any of these things.

Kathy McKelligett has lots of hand tools that she no longer needs.
include hammers, screw drivers, pliers and other tools like this. She also has a
-ready color TV and a chest of drawers (4 drawers) which
on but could be refinished if desired.

If anyone wants to take a look, please call Kathy at home or through the
Church Office. She would be very happy if the church or church members could

Free Stuff!

They

Sunday School Superintendent Needed

The Christian Education Committee is looking for someone who cares about our
children and wants to commit their Sunday mornings to a program to inspire the
Talents needed are the love of Jesus Christ,
our kids, and time for our church. Some of the responsibilities include
-keeping, organizing events, programs and

children to learn about Jesus Christ.
caring for
ordering curriculum and supplies, record
activities, and helping to recruit teachers and helpers.

The Church staff wishes
to thank the  congregation

Confirmation Class

for the wonderful \\\" Thursday Nights
Christmas fibon 7 v ) February 4, 11, 18
generous and heart -felt f and 25 at 7:00 p.m.
support for our work here Comllmauon in the Youth Room
is truly appreciated! We
look forward to serving you in 2010! Open to all youth 9 ™ through 12 ™ grade who
wish to be confirmed. Pastor Jason will be
May God bl ess you, as leading this class, and the youth will officially
blessing to us. join as members on Easter Sunday, April 4.
Please contact the Church Office at 732 -634 -
Sincerely, 1631 or email Pastor Jason at
Rev. Jason Tucker, Car ol Palmer, Francesco pastorjtucker@gmail.com if you ha ve any
Santelli and Ron McGarry questions.
Alternative Worship ' ".:\j‘,,.- 12
Task Force E’?a -
. . B ) 9 3
The first two meetings ) }n ;
will be Sunday, February n ,,)4)-1__ : o1
14 and Sunday, [ T
February 28 in Kent ‘ " U}’ Cc!;IrllC{lH{(gRIs_I
Hunt Lounge 1l e ' /]
immediately following ' '
the morning worship The Church Office will be closed on Monday,
service. Pizza and beverages will be provided. February 15, 2010 for P
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| T6S FI NALLY HERE!

Our 5th A nnual Bake Off/

Saturday, February 2
Please mark your calendars
remember, the rules are:
Bake - Off. However, the Cook

Any man wanting to participate in the Cook

directly to JMH by 5
you to display

-Offisfor men only

For those entering the Bake
concealed, to the kitchen door by 5
numbered. All entries will be judged
covered

The menos

WHAT WEOGVE ALL

Cook Off
7,2010 - Jacob Morgan Hall

and get out those cook
Anyone, any age, any gender can enter the

BEEN WAITI NG FOC

- 5:00 p.m.

books. And

-Off must bring his bestdi  sh
:00 p.m. There will be tables set up in front of the room for
your

di sh. There wildl be a
- Off, please bring your baked item, completely

:00 p.m. in order to have it registered and
on presentation andt  aste.

di shes and all of t h

everyone who attends. You DO NOT have to enter either contest to come and
enjoy this delicious evening. If you have not been to this event before, please

mark your calendar and comel!
years past.

Any gquestions? Call Cindy Culton at
No Pre-Registration

It has proven to be Great Fun and Fellowship in

home or through the Church Office
required .

RAY

FOR OUR MILITARY

Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and
Their Families

Anthony Battito,  Robert Bartko, Jason Bone, Amy
Updike, Michael Barany, Justin Kitchen, Carson
Severyn, Edward Merz, Daniel Hedner, Brian
Williams, Brian Ragas, Michael Warren, Jo shua
McCullough, Lauren Pfeifer, Bryan Palmer, Rev.
Adam Tiejte

FREEDOM | SNOT
SOMEBODY PAID.

FRE

Remember
Our Homebound Members

Jolan Farkas, Eleanor Smith, Ton i Anderson,
Linda Bisgaard and Edith Cloidt

Prayer Requests

To add someone to this list, please
call the Church Office at
732-634-1631

Recent Concerns

Kathy MecKelligett, Alexis, Nicole, Rev. Adam
Tietje , Mary Corigliano (cousin of Carol and Larry
Palmer), Josephine DeVito (mother of Carol
Palmer) , Ernie Zelizi (brother of Vilma A m bis),
Tessa  Campbell (great -niece  of  Arleen
Schreiber ), Helena Weeks (friend of Wayne
Collins), Charlotte Lankford (friend of th e
McKees), Helen Smith (grandmother of Jessica
Miller) , Tim Spewak (brother  -in-law of Carol and
Larry Palmer), Howard Ely

Those with On  -Goin g Long - Term Concerns
Edward and Betty Dobson, Jennifer Perez, Tyler

Rich and Family (cousin of Carol Palmer),
Dorothy Piperi (mot her ot
worker), Diana Dydak, Jeremy Hogan, Don
Gilligan, Leo and Lucille Webber (friends of
Carolyn Gilligan), Esther Nielsen, Phil Prasser
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