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NATURE GIVES TO EVERY TIME AND SEASON SOME BEAUTY OF ITS OWN.
- Charles Dickens
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God Our Hope in Ages Past, Our Hope for Years to Come
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Show me your ways O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in
your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my
hope is in you all day long. – Psalm 25:4-5
Imagine a book. You notice that like most books, it’s divided into
chapters. As you skim through it, you gather that the book tells
the story of God’s people working to fulfill God’s mission at a
certain place and time. Then, you come upon a place in the
book, at the end of a chapter, where the ink-blackened pages
abruptly give way to fresh, blank pages. The writing stops at
today, the eve of the New Year in 2013, December 31, 2013.
From this point forward in the book, there is only a stack of crisp
white leaves of paper.
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As it happens, the book you’re imagining tells the story of the
First Presbyterian Church of Avenel. The black and white pages
give an account of how the people there, who’ve assembled to
worship the Triune God near the intersections of East
Woodbridge Avenue and Kirk Street for over eight decades, have
participated in God’s mission in that community and throughout
the world. The empty, white pages seem to stare up at you with
anticipation, as if champing at the bit to take part in the story in
the book.
Yet, in a way, those un-blackened pages are already filled. Those
pages are full of the hopes that the people of the First
Presbyterian Church of Avenel — you and I — have for the next
chapter of their — our — life together. In what creative ways will
God call and shape us into the people God intends us to be? How
will God enable us to realize the fullness of our humanity, so that
as a unified and ever-growing community we can flourish, loving
and serving God, one another, and the community and world we
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inhabit? How will God have us experience and embody faith, hope, love, peace and joy in an intimate
relationship with God, each other, and others still unknown? How would God have us respond to God’s
grace, so as to be conduits of God’s grace, vessels that herald in word and deed the Good News God has
for all people?
The excitement in all this is that, despite not knowing now exactly how God will move, we trust that God
will indeed act. God is already present and active in this world and in our lives. The more we look for
God’s presence and grace in our lives, the more visible it becomes; our visual acuity for “God sightings”
sharpens. This is not some vain, imaginary, wishful thinking. It is a faith that trusts in the character of
God to be God, to show up, to be with us, to be for us, to equip us, and to love and lead us. All this
gives us unbounded hope. As Paul wrote in his letter to the Christians in Rome, “…we rejoice in the hope
of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering
produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint
us, because God has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us”
(Romans 5:2b-5)
The mission we will undertake in God’s name as God’s people at the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel
is not our mission. It is God’s mission. The work we will do and the fruit it will bear will result from God
working in and through us — through the Holy Spirit of God at work in us — so that God’s love and
grace will be made known, and God glorified.
In that finished book, the book, the Bible, God has already revealed God’s plan for humanity. Yet, the
complete fulfillment of what’s written in God’s Word is still to come. God, however, has willed that this
primarily be fulfilled through the Church. God’s Son Jesus, whose birth we are celebrating and whose
coming we await with great anticipation, is the Head of the Church. No mere mortal or mortals heads
the Church. Jesus is the Church’s Head, and we are His followers. Jesus is God in the flesh. Jesus is the
One who will never leave us nor forsake us. Jesus is the One in whom we hope all day long. I am thrilled
that God has called me to the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel. I am excited to see how God will use
me and us to bring God’s love and grace to a world that aches for it, even if it doesn’t know it.
It is in God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — in whom we hope all day long. A pastor and/or
congregation can give us hope, but cannot be the ground of our hope. I am only human. Despite my
best attempts to the contrary, I will let you down, disappoint you, and hurt you. And despite your best
attempts to the contrary, you will let me down, disappoint me, and hurt me. Despite our best attempts
as a community, we will let down, disappoint, and hurt one another. That’s what’s real in this broken
world, in our and any human relationship. The Good News is that God’s love is real and powerful, and
can redeem all things. In humility, empowered by God’s Spirit, we can ask for and grant forgiveness, in
love, just as God has forgiven us. Therein lies the Gospel. So let’s set our sights and our hopes on God,
and what God will do in and through the Holy Spirit in us. Believe in your heart that, despite
appearances to the contrary, there are no limits to what God can do through us here at the First
Presbyterian Church of Avenel. Let us pray, pray, pray that those clean, bright sheets of our history,
God’s story, yet unwritten and firmly bound as they will be with those already inked pages framed in
white — let’s pray, pray, pray that God will use us all to fill those blank pages with words and deeds that
communicate and demonstrate God’s love for us, this community, and the world. It is Jesus who will
give us strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow. May we all serve Him joyfully! Thanks be to
God. Amen.
Bob Louer, Pastor
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Stream Lines Information
The deadline for the February 2014 issue of Stream Lines will
be Wednesday, January 22, 2014 at 12:00 noon.
Remember to email your articles to:
Susan Smolsky at streamlines@comcast.net

From the
Editor

The February issue will be available for pickup in the Sanctuary on Sunday, February 2, 2014. It will
also be available for online reading and printing on or about Wednesday, January 29, 2014.
If you are receiving a paper copy and would like to view the newsletter in color, please visit
http://avenelpresbyterianchurch.org/newsletter. All online issues are in color.

WINTER BARBECUE
YOUTH FUNDRAISER
Come join us on Sunday, January 12, 2014, as we kick off our Mission Trip fundraising with a Winter
BBQ. The food will be hot, delicious and plentiful!






Doors open at 4:00 p.m.
BBQ favorites, desserts and hot/cold beverages
$8.00 for ages 13-99
$5.00 for ages 04-12
Free to anyone under 3 or over 100

Tickets are available at the door or see Bobbie and Nick Altieri by January 5, 2014 to pre-purchase your
tickets.
All proceeds from the fundraiser go to support our Youth Mission Trip 2014 to Tioga Center in New York
this coming July.

A New Members Class will be forming in the new year
for all those interested in becoming members
of our church!
Please let Pastor Bob know if you are interested. If you
take the class, you are not required to become a
member of the congregation, but to become a
member, you must take the class.
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NOVEMBER ENGAGEMENT

FROM THE STREAM LINES STAFF

Just Engaged
Congratulations to our own Rev. Bob Louer on
his engagement to girlfriend Carrie Walker
over the Thanksgiving holiday.

May the kindness you have shown to others in
2013 return to you many times over in 2014.

He asked. She said yes!

WELCOME TO OUR NEW PASTOR

A

The search is over and the votes have been counted!
The Rev. Robert C. Louer, III has been called as the Pastor of the
First Presbyterian Church of Avenel effective January 1, 2014.
We welcome this opportunity to build our church under his
leadership and grow in faith together.
Praise be to God!

The Deacons would like to thank everyone for all
of their donations for the Thanksgiving baskets.
They were greatly appreciated and very
rewarding!

The Church Office will be closed on Monday,
January 20, 2014 for the birthday holiday of
Martin Luther King, Jr.
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We extend our deep appreciation to those Elders and Deacons who have finished their terms as officers.
For your contributions of time, talents, thought, actions and energy to this church and God‘s kingdom,
we thank you.



Elders: Patricia Battito
Deacons: Huguette Exantus, Fran Henry

We would like to welcome and congratulate those individuals who have been called to the office of Elder
or Deacon. God has called you to challenging and rewarding work for His kingdom. Thank you for
answering His call.



Elders: Eugene Hallenbeck (2 years)
Deacons: Sandy Kosakowski (3 years)

In addition, we thank all those Elders and Deacons who have renewed their commitment to the Lord
and this church for another term.



Elders: Rich Culton (1 year), Wayne Dubin (3 years), Bruce McKee (1 year), Carolyn Gilligan (3
years), Carolyn Stevenson (3 years)
Deacons: Hanna Culton (3 years), Jane McKee (3 years)

ELDERS AND DEACONS THROUGH 2016
ELDERS




2014 – Shirley Benkert, Gay Patrouch, Rich Culton, J. Bruce McKee
2015 – Barbara Ciocci, Darla Hunt, Eugene Hallenbeck, Bob Toro
2016 – Wayne Dubin, Carolyn Gilligan, Carolyn Stevenson

DEACONS




2014 – Janet Gagnon, Laura Meehan, Mary Ann Miller
2015 – Joan Benkert, Arlene Farley, Linda Sammartino
2016 – Hanna Culton, Sandy Kosakowski, Jane McKee
Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.
Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. –Acts 20:28 (NIV)
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DOWN
THE
ROAD . . . . .

!

Epiphany of the Lord
Monday, January 6, 2014

_____________________________________

Remembrance Sunday
Sunday, January 12, 2014 during the
morning worship service
Winter Barbecue Youth Fundraiser
Sunday, January 12, 2014 starting at 4:00 p.m.
Birthday Holiday of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Monday, January 20, 2014
Church Office Closed
Shrove Tuesday/Pancake Supper
Tuesday, March 4, 2014
Ash Wednesday/Evening Service
Wednesday, March 5, 2014
World Day of Prayer
Friday, March 7, 2014

“I’d like to thank the congregation for the
snooze alarm you gave me for
Christmas.”
--------------------

Daylight Savings Time
Sunday – 2:00 a.m. – March 9, 2014
First Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 9, 2014
Lenten Soup Suppers/Vesper Services
TBA
Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 13, 2014
Maundy Thursday/Tenebrae Service
Thursday, April 17, 2014
Good Friday
Friday, April 18, 2014
Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 20, 2014

“I was reading about eternity on the
Internet and accidentally hit ‘enter’.”

[6]

Prayer Requests
To add someone to this list, please
call the Church Office at
732-634-1631
Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and
Their Families

Recent Concerns

Robert Bartko, Anthony Battito, Jovan Diaz,
Lauren Hansen, Jeffrey Hansen, Daniel Hedner,
Edward Merz, Bryan Palmer, Lauren K. Pfeifer,
Rev. Adam Tietje, Amy Updike, Michael Warren,
Rob Zardona

The Beaty Family, Wayne Dubin, Bob Toro,
Eleanor Smith, Linda Semler (step-daughter of
Dani Juarez), Donalda Funk, Vita Paino, Phil
Chiera (friend of Betty Hulsizer)
Health and Healing

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE.
SOMEBODY PAID.

Pete
Allebach,
Thomas
Kurzeja,
Harry
Musselman, Maureen Nielsen, Jennifer Perez
Those with On-Going Long-Term Concerns
Tessa Campbell (niece of Arleen Schreiber), Ann
Marie Carola (friend of John and Linda
Guarracino), Josephine DeVito (mother of Carol
Palmer), Diana Dydak, Nancy Leclair (sister of
Shirley Benkert), Esther Nielsen, Jennifer Perez

Eleanor Smith and Toni Anderson

Some Thoughts for the New Year
Always Create Your Own Dreams and Live Life to the Fullest
By: Susan Polis Schutz
Dreams can come true if you take the time to think about what you want
in life. Get to know yourself. Find out who you are. Choose your goals
carefully. Be honest with yourself. Always believe in yourself. Find many
interests and pursue them. Find out what is important to you. Find out
what you are good at. Don’t be afraid to make mistakes. Work hard to
achieve successes. When things are not going right, don’t give up – just try harder. Give yourself
freedom to try out new things. Laugh and have a good time. Open yourself up to love. Take part in
the beauty of nature. Be appreciative of all that you have. Help those less fortunate than you. Work
towards peace in the world. Live life to the fullest. Create your own dreams and follow them until they
are a reality.
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At last he got a letter. It was very short, written
on prison stationery by the officer whose duty it
was to censor the mail. All it said was: “Please
write on the best paper you can afford. Your
letters are passed from cell to cell until they
literally fall to pieces.”

Christian Reflections
Unanswered Letters
By: Unknown Author
There are many times when we begin a certain
task that God lays on our hearts, and because we
think our efforts are minimal and not making a
difference, we quit the job that God told us to
pursue.

No matter what your situation may be like, you still
have the ability to encourage someone who is
discouraged and lift up someone who is feeling
low. Take this story as an encouragement to give
your all for someone else, and do not worry about
the results. No good work will go unseen and only
God knows of the impact that your life can have on
someone else.

The enemy loves to plant seeds of doubt and lure
us into thinking that we are not capable of making
a difference in this world, but with God’s help, we
can overcome and fulfill the destiny that God has
for every believer.

The only thing that we can take with us into
eternity is what we have done for the Lord. There
are no bank accounts in heaven to show how much
your net worth was on the earth, but there will be
accounts in heaven of what you did to show your
life as an example in leading others to Him.

If you are going through a situation of doubting
your task unto the Lord, then I hope this story will
bless and encourage you to never quit what God
has laid on your heart because you may never
know of the lives that you are touching.
I read of a man who was involved in a tragic
accident. He lost both legs and his left arm and
only a finger and thumb remained on the right
hand.
But he still possessed a brilliant mind,
enriched with a good education and broadened
with world travel.
At first he thought there was nothing he could do
but remain a helpless sufferer, but then a thought
came to him. It was always nice to receive letters,
but why not write them? He could still use his
right hand, with some difficulty. But to whom
could he write? Was there anyone shut-in and
incapacitated like he was who could be encouraged
by his letters? He thought of men in prison – they
did have some hope of release, whereas he had
none – but it was worth a try.

Did You Know?
1. If you add up all the numbers from 1 to 100
consecutively (1+2+3...), it totals 5050.
2. Sponges hold more cold water than hot.
3. Lightning strikes the Earth 6,000 times every
minute.
4. Fire usually moves faster uphill than downhill.

He wrote to a Christian organization concerned
with prison ministry. He was told that his letters
could not be answered because it was against
prison rules, but he still decided to commence this
one-sided correspondence.

Famous Firsts in New Jersey
1. The first saltwater taffy was produced at the
Jersey Shore in the 1870s.
2. The first solid body electric guitar was invented
by Les Paul of Mahwah in 1940.

He wrote twice a week, and it taxed his strength to
the limit. But into the letters, he put his whole
soul, all of his experience, all his faith, all his wit,
and all his Christian optimism. Frequently he felt
discouraged and was tempted to give it all up. But
it was his one remaining activity, and he resolved
to continue as long as he could.

3. The first national historic park in America was
established in 1933 in Morristown.
4. The first cultivated blueberries were marketed
by Elizabeth White of Whitesbog in 1916.
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JANUARY
Birthdays

If there are any omissions or
errors in the January
birthday list, please contact
the Church Office at 732634-1631. Thank you!

January Memory Verse
Psalm 25:4-5 (NIV)
4

Show me your ways, Lord,
teach me your paths.
5
Guide me in your truth and teach me,
for you are God my Savior,
and my hope is in you all day long.

02
03
05
08
12
13
16
19
21
27
29

Thought of the Month

Holly Ely
Mikayla Germek
James Krutzler
Ifke Seik
Steven Welch
Michael Kosakowski
Gary Stevenson
Linda Guarracino
Monica Shannon
Abigail Ragan
Luisa Rondoh
Adrienne Ortega
Caitlyn Shannon
Joseph Shannon
Richard Exantus
Pat Battito
Cathy Shaffer

A child’s life is like a piece of paper on which
every passerby leaves a mark.

WINTER
The color of springtime is in the flowers. The
color of winter is in the imagination.

PRICELESS!

-Terri Guillemets
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