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“Where are You, We, Being Sent to Serve?” 

 
 

Jesus said to them (His twelve disciples) again,  
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” (John 20:21) 

 
 

Our God is a “sending” God. The Bible’s first book, Genesis, chronicles how God 
made a covenant promise with Abram, aged seventy-five years, that involved sending him 
to a land he did not know. Abram would have to trust that God would reveal where God 

was sending him. Abram trusted and God revealed to him the sending place.   
 

God sent Moses to lead God’s people Israel, out of slavery in Egypt to the Promised Land (that same 
land God had promised to Abram). God sent the Israelites into the desert for forty years to learn what it means 
to be in relationship with God. When they insisted on being ruled by a mortal human like the nations 
surrounding them, God sent kings to govern the Israelites. When the Israelites strayed from God and God’s 



 

ways, God sent prophets to call them back, and to warn them that they would experience the hardship of 
foreign rule and exile if they persisted in their apostasy. When the Israelites ignored the prophets’ word from 
God and even killed those prophets, God sent nations more powerful than Israel to subject them to foreign rule 
and exile. After seven decades of exile in Babylon God sent the Israelites home to Jerusalem. 

More than 400 years after the last prophet, God sent John the Baptist to herald One whom God was 
sending, through whom all humanity would be blessed, the Messiah Jesus, the Son of God. God sent Jesus 
from eternity into space and time, on earth. God sent Jesus to earth to take human form, so as to reveal to 
humanity in an embodied way, that God is love. God sent Jesus to die on a wooden Roman cross to redeem 
humanity from its estrangement from God and each other. God sent Jesus from a cold, rock-hewn grave in 
Jerusalem, to appear to certain of His followers, including the twelve disciples Jesus had sent out to proclaim 
the Good News of God to others. The risen Jesus and His Father jointly sent the Holy Spirit of God to indwell 
all who would trust in Jesus for forgiveness of their sins. They would also enjoy a rich, new, and abundant life. 
The Holy Spirit sent by the Father and Jesus would lead, guide, remind, convict of sin, protect, comfort, and 
provide words for Jesus-followers to speak when they stood before anyone for questioning. Jesus then sent 
His Spirit-empowered followers who comprised His Church, to the far corners of the earth to proclaim the Good 
News of a radical new life of peace, joy, and freedom for all who put their trust in Christ.  

We at the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel are the spiritual descendants of Jesus’ disciples. Have 
you thought about where and to whom God is sending us to serve, where and to whom God is sending you to 
serve? Do you understand us, and yourself, as being sent by God to serve? As you read Scripture and pray 
and serve Christ’s Church this summer, you and we would be well-served to reflect on where and to whom 
God is sending us as a corporate body of Christ-followers, and as individual body parts (members) to serve. 
We are after all, twenty-first century apostles — ones whom God has sent to serve — to bring Good News to a 
world that is hungry—for what, it often doesn’t even know (love, peace, justice, freedom). We are humbled that 
God has revealed that “what” to us — intimate loving relationship with God in Jesus Christ and one another. 
Happy summer!   

  
Bob Louer 
Pastor 

 
   

          Stream Lines Information        From the Editor 

The deadline for the August 2015 issue of Stream Lines will be Wednesday, July 29, 2015 at 12:00 
noon. 

 
The church office will be closed Monday, July 6, 2015 for the 4th of July. 

 
Remember to email your articles to: 

 
Carol Palmer at streamlinesnewsletter@gmail.com and 

Tina Pinto at avenelpres@verizon.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

NEW MEMBER RECEIVED 
 

During the morning worship service on 
Sunday, May 31, 2015, we were excited to 

welcome into our fellowship Melanie Meli, who 
professed her faith in Jesus Christ.  

Oasis Bible Study 

Oasis Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 
p.m. at the manse, 631 E. Woodbridge Avenue, 

Avenel. Call the church office for more 
information. 

Kick off Sunday, September 13, 
2015! Mark your calendars. 

Stream Lines is being coordinated and edited on an interim basis by Carol Palmer. We need 
someone to take over Stream Lines permanently. This newsletter is integral to the life of our 
church. It connects members and visitors alike to who we are as a church. It also informs 
members and visitors as to what, when and where activities and events are happening. 
Please prayerfully ask yourself if you are led to serve your church in this way. If you are 
interested or would like more information, please contact the church office and someone will 
be glad to get back to you to answer your questions. Church office – 732-634-1631.  

The 2015 Bersey Scholarship Award recipient was 
Rachael Haggerty. Rachael is the daughter of Mark and 
Susan and the granddaughter of Al and Millie Knotts. 
Rachael has been active in our church giving of her time 
and talents to helping others. Congratulations Rachael.  
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Stand for Children 
ANNUAL BACKPACK CAMPAIGN 

 
Backpacks empty or filled for children in foster care. Adjust the contents by age and 

gender. Children in foster care are newborn to 17 years old. Be as creative as you want to 
be. Monetary donations may also be made payable to: “Foster and Adoptive Family 

Services Foundation.” 
 

Suggested Items: 
Bath towel, washcloth, toothbrush, toothpaste, brush/comb, shampoo, school supplies, toys, 

books and music. 
 

Backpacks are located in the rear of the Sanctuary, please consider picking one up and filling it 
with these much needed items.  This project will be ongoing and as the backpacks are filled, 

they will be delivered to Senator Joseph Vitale’s office for distribution. 
 

We can all be heroes in the life of a child; it only takes one heart at a time. 

Scott Kurowsky and Colleen Ryan were married on May 15, 2015 at First Presbyterian Church of 
Avenel. Scott is the son of Charlie and Stephanie Kurowsky. 
 
Lacey Fowler and Michael Sipla were married on May 30, 2015 at Tower Hill Presbyterian Church 
in Red Bank, NJ. Congratulations Michael and Lacey and may God bless your marriage. 
 
Mikayla Kooy, daughter of Justin and Heather and brother of Tyler, was baptized on May 17, 2015. 
 
On June 7, 2015 during the worship service the church commissioned the youth mission trip 
campers and leaders for their mission trip to Sunbury, Pa. July 12-18, 2015. 
 
We thank our lawn rangers for the month of May, Jake Stockl, Nick Sammartino and Rich Culton. 
 
Our newest project at Avenel Presbyterian Church is sprucing up Jacob Morgan Hall. We have 
removed the wallpaper, painted the molding, washed windows and are getting the room taped and 
ready for a new coat of paint. Call Cindy Culton if you would like to serve.  
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and 

Their Families 
 
Rev. Adam Tietje, Daniel Hedner, Jovan Diaz, 
Anthony Battito, Michael Warren, Lauren K. 
Pfeifer, Amy Updike, Lauren Hansen, Jeffrey 
Hansen, Edward Merz, Rob Zaradona 
 

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE. 
SOMEBODY PAID. 

 
 

 
 

Eleanor Smith 
Esther Nielsen 

  
Prayer Requests 

 
To add someone to this list, please 

call the Church Office at 
732-634-1631 

 
 
Recent Concerns 
 
Melissa Francke, Joan Ross, Barbara Roberts, 
Mary Schwartz, Shannon Vargo 
 
Health and Healing 
 
Pete Allebach, Thomas Kurzeja, Harry 
Musselman, Jennifer Perez 
 
Those with On-Going Long-Term Concerns 
 
Diana Dydak, Tessa Campbell (niece of Arleen 
Schreiber), Jennifer Perez 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Holiday Fair 2015 
 
After a cold winter, summer is here! Now’s a perfect time to go 
through your closets, attic and basement to purge yourself of 
unwanted or un-needed items that I would LOVE to receive for 
the next Holiday Fair. Please contact Cindy Culton to donate. 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Sophie Culton graduated, Cum Laude 
from Monmouth University, on May 
20. She received an award for 
excellence in history and was 
inducted into Phi Alpha Theta, a 
national honor society. Sophie hopes 
to continue her education in museum 
studies in the near future. 

Congratulations Sophie! 

 
July  

Memory Verse 

Joshua 1:9 
 

“Have I not commanded you? 
Be strong and courageous. Do 

not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the LORD your 
God will be with you wherever 

you go.” 

July Birthdays 
	  

If	  there	  are	  any	  omissions	  or	  errors	  in	  
the	  birthday	  list,	  please	  contact	  the	  
Church	  office	  at	  732-‐634-‐1631.	  

Thank	  you.	  
	  
07/07	  	   Charlie	  Kurowsky	  
07/09	  	   Linda	  Sammartino	  
07/12	  	   Esther	  Nielsen	  
	   	   Carolyn	  Stevenson	  
07/13	  	   Regina	  Luntungan	  
07/16	  	   Elaine	  Ferrie-‐Kaczmarek	  
	   	   Kelly	  Maye	  
07/17	  	   Frank	  Dodich	  
07/18	  	   Anna	  Hallenbeck	  
07/23	  	   Greven	  Lewis	  
07/24	  	   George	  Terebush	  
07/25	  	   Mae	  Dudas	  
	   	   Christian	  Marshello	  
07/28	  	   Darla	  Hunt	  
07/19	  	   Elizabeth	  Hulsizer	  
	  
	  

	  
	  



 

   
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 2015 
July 20th – July 24th  

9:00 A.M. – 12:15 P.M. 
Everest-Conquering Challenges With God’s Mighty Power 

 
Opportunities to Serve 

 
VBS is in the planning stages. We’re excited about our Everest Adventure where we will learn about 
conquering our challenges with God’s mighty power! 
 
We are asking for people to serve and help make our VBS the wonderful program it has been in previous 
years. If you serve, I know you will find it a rewarding experience. 
 
Mark your calendars and keep the dates of July 20th – July 24th available. Just call Carolyn Gilligan at 
732-636-9493 or Carol Palmer at 732-855-7982 and they will sign you up. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of our youth! 
 
Do you have friends or family with children? Please let them know about VBS and sign them 
up for the excitement and fun. 

 
 

 
 
 

Our brother in Christ, Bruce McKee, passed away 
peacefully on Friday, May 22, 2105. Bruce was a 
long-time member of our church, serving as an elder 
and chair of our property care committee. Please 
keep Jane, June, Bruce Jr. and all their family in 
your prayers. 
 
Donald Gilligan, husband of Carolyn Gilligan, passed 
away peacefully on Thursday, May 28, 2015. Please 
keep Carolyn, Courtney, Lindsey and their families 
in your prayers. 

Rose Hunt, mother of Randy Hunt, passed away on June 19, 2015. Please keep Randy, Darla, Ken 
and Pat in your prayers. 



 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2015 
 

JULY 20TH – JULY 24TH  
9:00 A.M. TO 12:15 P.M. 

 
ALL CHILDREN 3 YEARS OLD AND POTTY TRAINED THROUGH 5TH 

GRADE 
 

COME AND LEARN HOW TO CONQUER CHALLENGES WITH GOD’S 

MIGHTY POWER! 
 

MUSIC, CRAFTS, SNACKS AND MORE! 

                                                                                                   SIGN UP NOW! 
 

July 20th – July 24th   
First Presbyterian Church of Avenel 

621 E. Woodbridge Avenue | Avenel, NJ 07001 | 732-634-1631 
Children 3 years old and potty trained through 5th grade 

 
EVEREST 

                                                                         REGISTER BY JULY 3, 2015 

     PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 
 

     Child’s Name: __________________________________________________________M/F__________ 
 
     Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Birthday _______________________________        Grade completed in June: ___________________ 
 
     Parent/guardian: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Home Phone: ___________________________        Cell Phone: ______________________________ 
 
     Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Emergency Contact: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Allergies: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     I give the church permission to use my child’s photograph on the church’s website.  _____Yes _____No 
 

 
  

  

Klymer                   Cliff                                  Mallory Pike                                      Yeddy 
 
    Return completed form to the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel, 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue, Avenel, NJ, 07001 

 



 

 
 

Session Minutes 
First Presbyterian Church of Avenel 

June 16, 2015 
 
 

The monthly session meeting of the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel was held on Tuesday, June 16, 2015 in Ken Hunt 
Lounge.  After food and fellowship, Moderator Rev. Robert C. Louer III opened the meeting with prayer and devotions at 
7:30 p.m.   
 
Elders Present                                           
Class of 2015:  Barbara Ciocci, Gene Hallenbeck, Darla Hunt, Bob Toro 
Class of 2016:  Wayne Dubin, Carolyn Gilligan, Carol Palmer, Carolyn Stevenson 
Class of 2017:  Shirley Benkert, Delia Culton, Mark Tarby 
Guest:  Lisa Fowler, Property Task Force chair 
 
Elders Absent:  none 
 
A quorum was affirmed. 
The Consent Agenda was approved  
 
Communications 
Ilene Nisbet letter re: same sex marriage/per capita was discussed.  The Clerk will draft a letter to the congregation, 
pending approval by Session, stating our position on both topics. 
Recommendation: to add the definition of marriage into the By-Laws, with congregational review and vote to take place 
in October 10 APPROVED, 1 ABSTENTION 
 
Clerk’s Report  
Active membership as of April 28, 2015               187 
Funerals         0 
Deletions         0    
Transferred to other churches       0 
Transferred from other participant to active      0 
Weddings         0 
Baptisms         0      
New Members         1 (Melanie S. Meli 5/31/15)  
Active membership as of June 16, 2015              188 
 
 Committee Action Items 

 
Christian Education   
Recommendation: that Sunday School will resume on September 13, 2015 and end May 22, 2016 APPROVED 
Recommendation: that the VBS Staff for July 20-24, 2015 be accepted (see below) APPROVED 
 
VBS Staff 2015: 
Coordinators: Carolyn Gilligan & Carol Palmer   PreK(3 yrs): Bobbie & Nick Altieri, Victoria Swierk 
PreK( 4yrs): Gayle Nolan, Sierra Musselman, Kylie Swierk, Thomas Kurzeja 
K: Cindy Culton, Alexis Zwidinger, Caitlin Germek, Erika Hallenbeck 1st Grade: Carolyn Stockl, Krista Hallenbeck, 
Cheyenne Kerchner  2nd Grade: Carolyn Stevenson, Anna Hallenbeck, Edward Brennan, Mikayla Germek 
3rd, 4th & 5th Grades:  Linda Sammartino, Carrie Louer, Jamie Sterlacci, Rachael Haggerty, Nicholas Brennan 
Storytellers:  Charles Kurowsky, Linda Palmerini, Hanna Culton, Karin Hallenbeck, Kayla Fowler 
Music & Theater: Debbie Tarby   Arts & Crafts:  Shirley Benkert, Gisela Olsen, Heidi De Palma, Gloria Beverage, 
Andrew Ferguson Gym:  Courtney Kost, Brandon Gallup, Patrick Brennan, Christian Marshello, Chance Ball 
Snacks:  Joan Benkert, Vilma Ambis, Arlene Farley, Jane McKee Floating Helper: Delia Culton, Maritza Flores-Shah  
Decorations: Ed Benkert   Photographer:  Jan Gagnon   Audio-Visual: Gay Patrouch 
Registration: Carolyn Stevenson 
 
Stewardship 
Room Usage Recommendation: The VBS committee needs to use Jacob Morgan Hall for planning purposes on 6/30/15 
from 7pm to about 8pm.  Carol Palmer is the contact. APPROVED 



 

 
 
Finance/Treasurer’s Report 
Questions/discussion about our deficit of $13,775.00 at the end of May.  We have had large snow removal bills, and are 
expecting a plumber’s bill of $5800.00 for the leak in the floor of the CE building.  Giving was lower than expected for 
Easter.  The Stewardship Committee has expressed serious concerns about our finances. 
 
Outreach   
Recommendation: that the letter to inactive members be approved (with “APC” changed to “First Presbyterian Church of 
Avenel” and Rev. Bob’s name taken off the signatures).  APPROVED 
 
Worship no recommendations 
 
Fellowship & Spiritual Life no recommendations 
 
Nominating 
Continued discussion regarding changing the tenure of church officers from 3 years to 2 years, and the need for officer 
training.  The Nominating Committee suggests the following: 
Recommendation:  that the church officers tenure remain at 3 years, to be reassessed at a later time.  APPROVED 
 
New Business 
 
His Hands Ministry 
Recommendation:  that the Clothes Closet charge $5.00 per bag of clothes. APPROVED 
 
Property Task Force Preliminary Findings: 
Lisa Fowler, chair, filled us in on the work that the Property Task Force has been doing.   
The committee initially did an exploration on the condition of the buildings, the assets and the negatives of each section.  
They explored every inch of the property, researched blueprints, meeting minutes and years of paperwork, and spoke to 
Presbytery experts.  Lisa will gather all their findings into a final report which she will share with Session either at the July 
or August meetings.  She also stated that the committee could not agree on a recommendation, but will offer options. 
Lisa asks for prayer for the Task Force and our church’s future. We thanked her and the committee for their hard work. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:23 pm with prayer by Pastor Bob Louer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Darla Hunt 
Clerk of Session 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Navajo Ministries President James D. Baker and his wife Kay celebrated 
their 40th year of service on April 10, 2015. After a long and rewarding 
service to the children, Jim is stepping down from his position as 
President. Jim and Kay will continue to serve the ministry on a half-time 
basis as Co-Directors of the Partnership Ministry, coordinating VBS teams, 
Christmas Connections to the Navajo Nation, and Box Tops for Education. 
 
Eric Fisher became the third President of Navajo Ministries on May 1, 
2015.  



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PUPPIES FOR SALE 
 
A farmer had some puppies he needed to sell. He 
painted a sign advertising the pups and set about 
nailing it to a post on the edge of his yard. As he was 
driving the last nail into the post, he felt a tug on his 
overalls. He looked down into the eyes of a little boy.  
Mister," he said, "I want to buy one of your puppies."  
 

"Well," said the farmer, as he rubbed the sweat off the back of his neck, "these 
puppies come from fine parents and cost a good deal of money."  
The boy dropped his head for a moment. Then reaching deep into his pocket, he 
pulled out a handful of change and held it up to the farmer. "I've got thirty-nine 
cents. Is that enough to take a look?" 
"Sure," said the farmer.  
And with that he let out a whistle, “Here, Dolly!" he called. 
Out from the doghouse and down the ramp ran Dolly followed by four little balls 
of fur. The little boy pressed his face against the chain link fence. His eyes 
danced with delight.  
As the dogs made their way to the fence, the little boy noticed something else 
stirring inside the doghouse. Slowly another little ball appeared; this one 
noticeably smaller. Down the ramp it slid. Then in a somewhat awkward manner 
the little pup began hobbling toward the others, doing its best to catch up.... 
"I want that one," the little boy said, pointing to the runt.  
The farmer knelt down at the boy's side and said, "Son, you don't want that 
puppy. He will never be able to run and play with you like these other dogs 
would." 
With that the little boy stepped back from the fence, reached down, and began 
rolling up one leg of his trousers. In doing so he revealed a steel brace running 
down both sides of his leg attaching itself to a specially made shoe. Looking back 
up at the farmer, he said, "You see Sir, I don't run too well myself, and he will 
need someone who understands."  
The world is full of people who need someone who understands.  
~author unknown~            

                                                 
 


