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THE MARCH WIND ROARS LIKE A LION IN THE SKY, AND MAKES  
US SHIVER AS HE PASSES BY. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Pastor 
 
 

March 2014 

 

GOD WILL TAKE US WHERE  

WE THOUGHT WE COULD NOT GO 

 

Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love 

covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without 

complaining. Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, 

serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. 

Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of 

God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God 

supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus 

Christ. To Him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. 

Amen.  (1 Peter 4:8-11) 

 

During the service of worship to install a called pastor, someone 

usually offers the pastor and congregation a few words of 

encouragement. It’s called a “charge.” At my installation, our 

presbytery’s Transitional Leader, the Rev. Cheryl D. Galan, gave 

the charge to you. After the dust surrounding my installation had 

settled, I asked Cheryl to send me that charge, so I could read, 

reflect on, and absorb it. Her words are challenging, encouraging 

and inspiring — full of faith, hope, and love in Christ. Thus, in 

the hope that you might not just benefit from them, but take 

them to heart, I am, with Cheryl’s permission, providing excerpts 

from her charge to you, First Presbyterian Church of Avenel: 

 

…Yes, this winter, our landscape has been drenched, doused, 

dusted, and draped, beyond our control, disrupting our plans, 

and at the same time delightfully slowing us down and taking 

our breath away.  This winter’s weather has been a constant, 

almost unrelenting force holding us in its grip.   

 

In the first letter of Peter, chapter 4, verse 8, the church is 

exhorted, “Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for 

love covers a multitude of sins.” 
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Like the ice and snow that transform our landscape, when a community of faith makes love a constant, 

when their life together expresses the self-giving, other-regarding, community-forming love that Jesus 

embodied, and when a church is drenched, doused, dusted and draped in love, lives get transformed, 

the power of sin melts away, and the radiance of Christ shines through. 

 

In his book “Discovering Community,” Stephen Doughty writes about a dance recital he attended at a 

college not far from his home. He says it was an informal program, and the audience gathered on metal 

folding chairs, the hardwood dance floor glistening. He describes a stunning solo performed by a young 

man who leapt, froze and twirled over the entire floor, and how he cut figure after figure until he 

stopped suddenly, just as everyone yearned for more. And then a troupe of 5 women, who slowly took 

the floor, mesmerizing with their subtle, almost imperceptible movements, stretched the eyes of the 

audience in ever new directions. And then there was a jazz solo, which was as sensuous as the first solo 

had been energetic and the second solo had been mysterious. 

 

The fourth and final dance began with no one in the circle. Old pop tunes crackled over the sound 

system. A young woman inched awkwardly into the sacred space. Then four others did the same. They 

met in the middle, laughing in pantomime and gestured tentatively toward one another, held hands and 

slowly began a circle dance. Over the next several minutes, the dance grew wildly exuberant. 

 

Suddenly, one of them grabbed a member of the audience and dragged her out onto the floor. Another 

did the same. Then one grabbed me, writes Stephen. 

 

Now the young and the old, the stout and the straight, an ever-growing number of them cut their own 

forms, made their own circles and fast moving lines. 

 

When the music stopped, they stumbled back to their chairs, wheezing and cheering. 

 

“We had been where we thought we could not go,” writes Stephen, breathless. 

 

Today, my charge to you, the congregation of the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel, is this: be a 

community that is taken where you thought you could not go. 

 

You need one another to do that, you know. Newly installed pastor and people, inching awkwardly into 

sacred space. At times you may gesture tentatively or maybe grab and drag one another from the 

sidelines to the very center of the places and practices, the needs and opportunities where Jesus Christ 

has already gone -- where a dance of freedom and grace, a dance of mercy and salvation, has already 

begun and where your mission awaits. 

 

Don’t worry about whether you look like you know what you’re doing. Instead, whatever gift is yours, 

whatever passion is yours, whatever you love, whatever breaks your heart, pour yourselves out with 

gratitude, ease and delight, for the benefit of one another and for the sake of the world that God so 

loves. Be generous, as God has been generous to you. 

 

To be a community that is taken where you thought you could not go, you need wisdom and courage 

that come from beyond yourselves. 

 

And so God has provided the living Word, the Table, font, and pulpit, and this new relationship between 

pastor and people that we celebrate and confirm today. 

 

Sometimes, the charge to the congregation in a service like this focuses on how the congregation could 

respect, love, follow, and care for their newly installed pastor.  And I hope you will. 

 

But more than that, I hope you will be the church God has created and called you to be. I hope you will 

dare to show up and let yourselves be seen that, in the telling of your stories, in the speaking of what 

you have seen and heard of the freedom that is yours, in Christ Jesus, trust will grow among you. I 

hope you will immerse your communal life in prayer, and that deep wisdom will bubble up among you. I 
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hope you will learn the forms, the circles, the lines, and the rhythms of the dance Jesus Christ leads 

among you -- a dance of healing and restoration that will not be confined within the walls of a church 

building, but leads you out to serve where there are hurts and heartaches, where sorrows and injustices 

diminish well-being, where creative and life-giving impulses are already working to restore and repair 

the wonder and wholeness that God intends for all. 

 

And when the music stops and your dance in the world leads you back to your pews, I hope you will be 

able to say, “We have been where we thought we could not go.” 

 

Thank you, Cheryl Galan, for such encouraging words. As your newly installed pastor, it is my prayer 

that God will take us where we thought we could not go. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Bob Louer, Pastor 

 

 

 

   

Stream Lines Information 
 

The deadline for the April 2014 issue of Stream Lines will be 

Wednesday, March 19, 2014 at 12:00 noon. 

 

Remember to email your articles to: 

 

Susan Smolsky at streamlines@comcast.net 

From the 

Editor  
   

     The April issue will be available for pickup in the Sanctuary on Sunday, March 30, 2014.  It will also 

be available for online reading and printing on or about Wednesday, March 26, 2014. 
 

     If you are receiving a paper copy and would like to view the newsletter in color, please visit 

http://avenelpresbyterianchurch.org/newsletter.  All online issues are in color. 

 

 

 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

For six consecutive Sundays, starting March 9, 2014, from 8:50 a.m. to 9:40 a.m., the 

Adult Sunday School class will undertake a study entitled, “Hallelujah: The Bible and 

Handel’s Messiah.” Participation in this class could enrich your Lent and Easter and 

your appreciation of this magnificent piece of music. All are welcome! Those who 

participated in this during Advent can use the resource guide they have. For others, 

please order a resource book on the sign-up sheet in back of Sanctuary. The class will 

meet in the Choir Room.  

 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL FACILITATORS NEEDED TO SERVE 

 

If you would be willing to serve as a facilitator of the Adult Sunday School class, “Hallelujah: The Bible 

and Handel’s Messiah,” please contact Shirley Benkert. One need not have any particular biblical 

expertise, knowledge of Messiah, or teaching experience. A Leader’s Guide will be provided that gives 

facilitators all they need to guide the discussion.  
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SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER 
 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 - 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Jacob Morgan Hall 

 

Mark your calendars and join us for our Annual Pancake 

Supper on Tuesday, March 4, 2014. Seating is available 

from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. in Jacob Morgan Hall. The 

suggested donation is $5.00 per adult and $2.00 for each 

child. Donations will be accepted at the door. 

 

Everyone is welcome, so bring your friends! 

 

 
 
 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
 

Wednesday, March 5, 2014 – Sanctuary – 7:00 p.m. 

  

Jesus retreated into the wilderness and fasted for 40 days to prepare his 

ministry. For Him, it was a time of contemplation, reflection and preparation. By 

observing Lent, most Christians join Jesus on His retreat. 
 

Take the time now to map out your journey from Ash Wednesday to Easter. 

Begin your journey by joining us for our Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00 p.m. on 

Wednesday, March 5, 2014 in the Sanctuary. 

 

 
 
 
 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS 
VESPER SERVICES 

DISCUSSION GROUP 
 

Wednesday Evenings 

March 12, 19 and 26 | April 2 and 9 

Beginning at 5:45 p.m. in JMH 

 

Lent is a season of preparation and reflection, soul-searching 

and repentance, and a time for taking stock.  Our annual 

Lenten Soup Suppers and Vesper Services held on 

Wednesday evenings are a perfect way to remember the 

sacrifice of our Lord during this special time of the year. 
 

Our first date is Wednesday, March 12, followed by March 19, 26, April 2 and 9, 2014. Join us for the 

Soup Suppers, with delicious homemade soups, fresh baked breads and desserts, at 5:45 p.m. in Jacob 

Morgan Hall. Vesper Services will begin at 6:45 p.m. in the Chapel, followed by an adult education 

discussion group at 7:15 p.m., also in the Chapel. 
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Daylight Savings Time 
 

 
 

Daylight savings time begins at 2:00 a.m. on 

Sunday, March 9, 2014. 

Turn your clocks ahead one hour. 

 
 

 

First Day of Spring 
 

Thursday, March 20, 2014 
 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

   

 

N E W  

M E M B E R !  
  

During the morning worship service on Sunday,  

February 23, 2014, one new member publicly 

professed her faith in Jesus Christ and was 

received into the fellowship and  

ministry of our church.  

  

We welcome as a member of the church  

and a servant of God:  

  

Gail Sams Sheets 

 
 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

Ordination and Installation of  
Elders and Deacons 

 

During the Session meeting on Tuesday, February 18, 2014, 

the following officer was newly installed as an Elder of  

The First Presbyterian Church of Avenel: 

 

Carol Palmer 
 

  Thank you, Carol, for your continued service to our church. 

 

THE REV. ROBERT C. LOUER, III 
Installed February 9, 2014 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AVENEL 



[6] 
 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP AND SPIRITUAL LIFE SENIOR DINNER 

 

Wednesday, May 14, 2014 

 

Update Your Information and Save the Date! 

 

     On Wednesday, May 14, 2014, the Fellowship and Spiritual Life Committee 

will be hosting their annual dinner to honor the members of our congregation 

ages 65 and over.  

 

If you are a church member and turned 65 years old since May of 2013, please tell Barbara Ciocci. The 

Committee will then add your name to the invitation list.  Please let Barbara know by March 15, 2014.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Tuesday 3/04/2014 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper – 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. - JMH 

Wednesday 3/05/2014 Ash Wednesday Evening Service – 7:00 p.m. - Sanctuary 

Friday 3/07/2014 World Day of Prayer 

Sunday 3/09/2014 

 

Daylight Savings Time – 2:00 a.m. – Turn clocks ahead 1 hour 

First Sunday in Lent 

Adult Sunday School Class Begins – 8:50 a.m. – Choir Room 

Italian Night Youth Fundraiser – Doors Open at 4:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesdays 
3/12, 3/19, 3/26, 

4/02 and 4/09 

Lenten Soup Suppers – 5:45 p.m. – Jacob Morgan Hall 

Vesper Services – 6:45 p.m. – Chapel 

Adult Education Discussion Group – 7:15 p.m. in the Chapel 

Thursday 3/20/2014 First Day of Spring 

Sunday 3/23/2014 Deacons’ Luncheon immediately following morning worship 

Sunday 4/06/2014 Annual Bake-Off and Pot Luck Supper – 5:00 p.m. - JMH 

Sunday 4/13/2014 Palm Sunday 

Thursday 4/17/2014 Maundy Thursday/Tenebrae Service – 7:00 p.m. - Sanctuary 

Friday 4/18/2014 Good Friday 

Sunday 4/20/2014 

 

Easter Sunrise Service – 7:00 a.m. - Chapel 

Easter Sunrise Breakfast – after Sunrise Service – JMH 
 

Sunday 4/20/2014 Easter Sunday/Easter Worship Service – 10:00 a.m. - Sanctuary 
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ANNUAL BAKE-OFF 
and Pot Luck Supper

 

Sunday, April 6, 2014 

5:00 p.m. – Jacob Morgan Hall 

 

The time is here again for our Annual Pot Luck Supper 

and BAKE-OFF. 

 

We will start the evening off by sharing a meal and then moving on 

to tasting the baked goods and voting process. 

 

Remember, you do not have to bake to come and enjoy this time of 

fellowship, but please bring a covered dish to share. If you want to be a baker, all you have to do is 

bring your baked item to the kitchen, no later than 4:45 p.m., completely concealed.  It will be 

numbered and put out for display along with all the entries. 

 

Ribbons will be given for two categories:  Presentation and Taste 

 

Mark your calendars.  This always promises to be great fun! 

 

Last year we had an overwhelming number of people attending.  Let’s do it again! 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Vacation Bible School 2014 
 

JULY 28th thru AUGUST 1st 

9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

 

Weird Animals:  Discover the Unconditional Love of Jesus! 

 

 

Opportunities to Serve 

 

      

VBS is in the planning stages. We’re excited about our adventures in 

Weird Animals where we will learn about the unconditional love of Jesus! 

 

We are asking for people to serve and help make our VBS the wonderful 

program it has been in previous years. If you serve, I know you will find it a rewarding experience. 

  

Mark your calendars and keep the dates of July 28th thru August 1st available. Just speak with Carolyn 

Gilligan, and she’ll sign you up. 

  

Thank you for your continued support of our youth! 

 

 

 

Shred 



[8] 
 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2014 
 

JULY 28TH
 – AUGUST 1ST

  
9:00 A.M. TO 12:15 P.M. 

 

ALL CHILDREN 3 YEARS OLD AND POTTY TRAINED 

THROUGH 5TH
 GRADE 

 

COME AND LEARN OF GOD’S LOVE! 
 

MUSIC, CRAFTS, SNACKS AND MORE! 

 

SIGN UP NOW! 
 

July 28th – August 1st   

First Presbyterian Church of Avenel 

621 E. Woodbridge Avenue 

Avenel, NJ 07001 

732-634-1631 

Children 3 years old and potty trained through 5th grade 
 

WEIRD ANIMALS 
 

REGISTER BY JULY 11, 2014 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

 

Child’s Name: __________________________________________________________M/F__________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Birthday _______________________________        Grade completed in June: ___________________ 

 

Parent/guardian: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone: ___________________________        Cell Phone: ______________________________ 

 

Emergency Contact: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Allergies: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I give the church permission to use my child’s photograph on the church’s website.  _____Yes _____No 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Axl Fern Milton Shred Iggy 

 
Return completed form to the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel, 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue, Avenel, NJ, 07001 
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ITALIAN NIGHT YOUTH  
MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER 

 

Sunday, March 9, 2014 

Doors Open at 4:00 p.m. – Serve Until 6:30 p.m. 

 
 

Tickets: 
 

Adults 13-99 - $8.00     Children 3-12 - $5.00 

Under 3 and over 100 – Free 

Tickets can be pre-purchased or bought at the door. 

 

Menu: 
 

Baked Ziti, Eggplant Parmesan, Stuffed Shells, Sausage and Peppers, Salad, Garlic Bread,  

Beverages and Dessert 

 

All proceeds go to benefit the Youth Mission Trip to Tioga Center, New York in July. 

 

 

 

 

Clerk’s Corner 
Notes from Session 

 

January highlights: 
 

 Christian Education Committee 

Michael Sipla will continue as our Youth Director this year 

Lisa Fowler is planning a Women’s Retreat on March 1st  

The Senior High Fellowship held a Super Bowl party on Feb. 2nd  

“Kid’s Night Out” Friday night activities are being planned 

 Fellowship and Spiritual Life 

April 6th Bake Off and Pot Luck Supper 

May 14th Senior Dinner 

December 15th Christmas Caroling 

 Holiday Fair Committee 

Saturday, November 15, 2014 is the Holiday Fair date 

 Deacons 

Deacon’s Luncheon set for Sunday, March 23rd after worship 

Easter SonRise breakfast after 7 a.m. worship on April 20th  

 

February highlights: 
 

 Christian Education Committee 

VBS will be held from July 28th through August 1st, 2014 

The VBS theme is “Weird Animals” 

 Welcome new member Gail Sheets! 

Gail was received into membership on Sunday, Feb. 23rd  

 Welcome Elder Carol Palmer! 

Carol was installed into the Class of 2016 at our Feb. Session meeting 

 National Day of Prayer 

There will be a prayer meeting in front of the chapel on May 1, 2014 at 12:15 p.m. 
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DEACONS LUNCHEON 2014 
 

Sunday, March 23, 2014 

 

Come join your deacon and parish members for an afternoon of 

food, fun and fellowship at our Annual Deacons Luncheon on 

Sunday, March 23, 2014 immediately following the morning 

worship service.  The luncheon will be held in our gym. 

 

See you there! 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE BI-ANNUAL CONGREGATION/CORPORATION 

MEETING 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AVENEL 

FEBRUARY 16, 2014 

 

The Bi-Annual Meeting of the Congregation/Corporation of the First 

Presbyterian Church, Avenel, NJ, for the main purpose of reviewing the 

Annual Reports for 2013 was opened with prayer by Moderator Rev. Robert 

C. Louer III at 11:45 a.m. 
 

The Clerk verified that a quorum was present. 

                                                                           

The following Annual Reports for 2013 were approved by the congregation: 

 

Pastor’s Report 

Statistical Report 

Financial Secretary’s Report 

Treasurer’s Report 

Board of Deacon’s Report 

Reports of Committees and Organizations 

 

The meeting was then opened to other business.  Elder Bruce McKee, chair of the Nominating 

Committee, moved that we elect Carol Palmer to the Office of Elder for a 3-year term, beginning 

immediately.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 

It was moved and seconded that the congregational meeting be closed.  Moderator Bob Louer closed the 

meeting in prayer. 
 

The corporation meeting of the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel was then opened by Vice President 

Bruce McKee. 
 

Having no business to discuss, it was moved and seconded that the corporation portion of the meeting 

be closed.  The meeting was closed in prayer at 11:57 a.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

__________________________________     _________________________________ 

Darla Hunt      Rev. Robert C. Louer III 

Clerk of Session     Moderator 

 

 

 



[11] 
 

 

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 

Friday, March 7, 2014 

 

Theme for 2014:  STREAMS IN THE DESERT 

 
Since the nineteenth century, Christian women in the United States and 

Canada have initiated cooperative activities in many areas of concern 

for women and children, emphasizing the role of prayer in mission work 

and the promotion of world peace through involvement in mission work 

worldwide. 

 

The first organized “day of prayer for the world” held nationally was in 

Canada on January 9, 1920.  The United States soon followed on 

February 20, 1920.  Now, hundreds of thousands of women (and men, 

youth and children) from around the world and in every region gather to 

collectively worship on the first Friday in March.   

 

Each year, a different country serves as the writer of the World Day of Prayer worship service and other 

materials. Women of that country’s national committee interpret scripture within their cultural context 

and prepare a worship service.  Women around the world lead services in their communities.  

  

The 2014 World Day of Prayer service will begin at the first sunrise on March 7, 2014, in the Pacific 

region and, following the Earth’s orbit, will spread all around the world. 

 

This year, the women of the World Day of Prayer Committee of Egypt invite us into a time of worship 

with the words of the prophet Isaiah:  “I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the desert.”  

With these words as backdrop, we are invited to learn about Egypt’s history and rich cultural diversity.  

A young Egyptian woman shares her experiences in Tahrir Square – where she has found hope in dry 

places. 

 

An exploration of the Samaritan woman’s conversation with Jesus at the well echoes the cooperation 

between young people of different faiths during the Arab Spring, and prompts us to ask where we might 

have an unexpected, inspiring conversation.  This moment offers us an immense opportunity for deep 

dialogue and reflection about the borders that we, like Jesus and the Samaritan woman, have to cross 

to get to streams of living water.    

 

The woman by the well has a theological conversation with Jesus that ends with action.  Jesus and the 

woman were able to transcend their religious and cultural differences and build a common ground that 

then empowered the woman to bring change to her community.   

 

 

THROUGH WORLD DAY OF PRAYER, WOMEN AROUND THE WORLD: 

  

 affirm their faith in Jesus Christ;  

 share their hopes and fears, joys and sorrows, their opportunities and need;  

 become aware of the whole world and no longer live in isolation;  

 are enriched by the faith experience of Christians from other countries and cultures;  

 become aware of their talents and use them in the service of society.  

 

Through World Day of Prayer, women affirm that prayer and action are inseparable and that both have 

immeasurable influence in the world. 
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Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and 

Their Families 

 

Robert Bartko, Anthony Battito, Jovan Diaz, 

Lauren Hansen, Jeffrey Hansen, Daniel Hedner, 

Edward Merz, Bryan Palmer, Lauren K. Pfeifer, 

Rev. Adam Tietje, Amy Updike, Michael Warren, 

Rob Zardona 

 

 

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE. 

SOMEBODY PAID. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Eleanor Smith and Toni Anderson 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

To add someone to this list, please 

call the Church Office at 

732-634-1631 

 

 

Recent Concerns 
 

Harold Hanson (Barbara Hanson’s father), Ken 

Tarby (Mark Tarby’s father), Barbara Morgan  

 
 

Health and Healing 
 

Pete Allebach, Thomas Kurzeja, Harry 

Musselman, Maureen Nielsen, Jennifer Perez 

 
 

Those with On-Going Long-Term Concerns 
 

Tessa Campbell (niece of Arleen Schreiber), Ann 

Marie Carola (friend of John and Linda 

Guarracino), Josephine DeVito (mother of Carol 

Palmer), Diana Dydak, Nancy Leclair (sister of 

Shirley Benkert), Esther Nielsen, Jennifer Perez 

 
 

In Sympathy 
 

Our sympathies to Suzanne Hatatah and family 

on the passing of her father, Edward Theodore 

Tietje, Jr. 
 

Our sympathies to Carolyn Cullum and family on 

the passing of her mother, Sylvia G. Cullum.  

   

 

 

 

Follow God’s Lead 
Author Unknown 

 

Have you ever watched a well-trained dog walk with its master?  On or off 

a leash, the dog will slow or quicken its pace, turn left or right, or 

immediately stop at the soft command of his master’s voice. 
 

Such isn’t the case with my pooch.  Either he’s straining ahead or lagging 

behind, darting after a bird or stubbornly lingering over an interesting 

scent.  He isn’t content to follow my lead. 
 

Sometimes the latter scene resembles my own walk with God.  At times, I rush ahead or lag behind, 

veer to the right or stumble to the left, oblivious of my Master’s pace and direction.  How much better to 

walk closely with God and let him lead! 
 

“O, LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping 

covenant and steadfast love for your servants who walk before you with all their heart.”   - 1 Kings 8:23 

(NRSV) 
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Christian Reflections 
 

White Space 

By: Bill Aumack 

 

For those readers who are unfamiliar with the term 

white space, it is the portion of a page left 

unmarked:  margins, gutters, and space between 

columns, lines of type, graphics or pictures.  The 

term arises from graphic design practice, where 

printing processes generally use white paper.  

White space should not be considered merely 

“blank” space.  It is an important element of 

design which enables the objects in it to exist at 

all.  The balance between positive (or non-white) 

and the use of negative spaces (white space) is 

key to aesthetic composition.  Inexpert use of 

white space, however, can make a page appear 

incomplete. 

 

So white space is an important design element.  

Instead of being a wasted area, it actually provides 

visual relief for readers. 

 

A similar concept applies to our calendars.  How 

much “white space” do you leave in each little 

square?  With a fast-paced, no-white-space life, 

our relationships can suffer.  But when you allow 

your schedule to slow down, leaving openings for 

adventure, spontaneity and down-time, family 

members can grow closer to one another. 

 

Our schedules are so busy, so full of important 

appointments, that sometimes we lose sight of 

what is really important.  I wonder why that is. 

 

We certainly know about the importance of taking 

a break.  It’s so important that God made it one of 

the 10 Commandments.  We know the 4th 

Commandment talks about the importance of 

taking a break and resting, especially on the 

Sabbath.  Yet sometimes, the Sabbath can be as 

busy, or even busier, than a regular week day.  So 

we have something we know in our head, but it’s 

not lived out in our lives.  Or in other words, it is 

not in our heart or our belief system, because we 

aren’t acting on what we know. 

 

But that’s not all.  Not only is rest a command, but 

it’s a promise from God as well.  Matthew 11:28 

and 29 state, “Come to me, all you who are weary 

s 

 

 and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my 

yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 

and humble to heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls.” 

 

If rest is important enough for God to make it a 

command and a promise, I need to seriously 

consider if I am following his direction in this 

matter. 

 

Don’t be afraid of a little white space on your 

calendar.  In fact, actively guard that white space. 

Keep a little margin in your life.  Be thankful for a 

break and some rest.  After all, it’s what God has 

asked you to do.
   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Did You Know?  

 

1. A quarter of your bones are in your feet. 

 

2. Your tongue is the fastest healing part of your 

body. 

 

3. Frogs don’t drink. They absorb water through 

their skin. 

 

4. Dalmatians are always white at birth. 

 

 

New Jersey Timeline 

 

1524 - Verrazano explores the Jersey coast. 

   

1609 - Hudson explores Newark Bay. 

   

1660 - Bergen, now Jersey City, becomes the 

first permanent town in New Jersey. 

   

1664 - The British take control of New Jersey 

from the Dutch. 

   

1758 - The Old Barracks in Trenton is built. 
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March Memory Verse 
 

1 Peter 4:8 (NRSV) 

 

Above all, maintain constant love for one 

another, for love covers a multitude of sins. 

 

 
 
 

 

Thought of the Month 
 

Miracles start to happen when you give as much 

energy to your dreams as you do to your fears. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

"It was one of those March days when the sun 

shines hot and the wind blows cold:  when it is 

summer in the light, and winter in the shade." 

 

- Charles Dickens 

 
 

  

MARCH 
Birthdays 

 

If there are any omissions or 

errors in the March birthday 

list, please contact the 

Church Office at 732-634-

1631. Thank you!  
 

02 Matthew Kosakowski 

07 Mia Noelle Rienzo 

Carson Severyn 

08 Karin Hallenbeck 

13 Ashley Pepsin 

15 Tonny Seik 

21 Barbara Hanson 

Amanda Seik 

23 John Guarracino 

James Nolan 

25 Joan Benkert 

28 Arlene McCann 

Robert Roth 

29 Bobbi Florio 

31 Timothy Cohen 
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