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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK:

The Seat of Honor
Mark 14:17: When it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18 And when they had
taken their places and were eating, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray
me, one who is eating with me.” 19 They began to be distressed and to say to him one
after another, “Surely, not I?” 20 He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is
dipping bread into the bowl with me.
As the eldest child in a dysfunctional home, I grew up shouldering more responsibility than I should have.
Between my mother, who suffered from Multiple Sclerosis, and my father, who suffered from addiction, I
often was left to help “parent” my younger siblings. So, when my sister got married a couple years ago,
and I was in the wedding party, I was (to my own surprise) constantly looking for special honor and
recognition. During each speech or toast or conversation about the influences in her life, I was expecting
to hear my name. But it never came.
My sister honored me as her brother, of course, (I was in the wedding party) but not as someone who
played a critical role in her upbringing. My emotional response to this really took me by surprise. I found
that I was actually frustrated that I wasn’t given a certain amount of credit for how her life had unfolded.
Although my head knew that this was a ridiculous and ridiculously unfair reaction, my heart still felt it all
the same. In my brokenness, I have a constant need to be honored and preferred.
When I read about the disciples, I feel a lot better about this fact. It seems that they were constantly
arguing with each other (and asking Jesus directly) about who was the most honored among them. Back
in Jesus’ day, when they gathered for a meal (like the Passover), there was special honor and recognition
given depending on the seating chart. If you were asked to sit at the right or left of the honored guest (in
this case, Jesus), you were considered preferred among all the others.
This fact makes the seating chart at the Last Supper a complete surprise. Think about it, if Judas (the
betrayer) is close enough to “dip” into the bowl with Jesus, he probably is in one of these seats of honor.
Jesus, it seems, has a completely different set of criteria for measuring those who are honored and
preferred.
What does this mean? Does Jesus honor betrayal? Of course not. I think it reminds us of our relationship
with Jesus. Jesus came to deliver us from our slavery to sin. All of us have betrayed God. There are none
who meet God’s requirement for righteousness (except Christ). We all sit in the seat of betrayal, and yet,
because we are washed in the blood of the new covenant, we are also in the seat of honor. “While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us...”
During this Lenten season, I pray that all of us remember that even despite our brokenness, we are
honored and preferred by Christ. We, who have betrayed Him, are saved by him. May our lives reflect His
grace and mercy and forgiveness. Although we don’t deserve it, He calls our name, and gives us special
recognition as children of God.
In Christ,
Pastor Jason
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Stream Lines Information
Stream Lines isn’t possible without your help! Please send me any
committee updates, events, or important dates that should be
included in our next issue.
The deadline for the May/June 2012 issue of Stream Lines will
be Thursday, April 26, 2012 at 12:00 noon.
From the
Editor

Remember to email your articles to:
Delia Culton at deliaculton@hotmail.com







Lenten Services- Wednesdays, Feb 29- April 4 @5:45pm
Tenebrae Service- Thursday, April 5 @ 7pm
Good Friday Prayer Vigil- April 5-April 8
Easter Sunday - April 8
New Member Classes- Wednesdays, April 18- May 2 @7pm

March Birthdays

“Jesus said to her, ‘Do not cling to me, for I
have not yet ascended to the Father; but
go to my brothers and say to them, I am
ascending to my Father and your Father,
to my God and your God.’ Mary Magdalene
went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have
seen the Lord’–and that he had said these
things to her.” ~ John 20:17-18

We are blessed to
announce the arrival of
Jacob Perry Tucker!
Born February 22.
Congratulations to proud
parents, Jason and
Karin, and the big
siblings, Katie and
Jason.
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02- Matthew Kosakowski
07-Carson Severyn
08- Karin Hallenbeck
13- Ashley Pepsin
15-Tonny Seik
17- Jason Tucker
21- Barbara Hanson, Amanda Seik
23-John Guarracino, James Nolan
25- Joan Benkert
28- Robert Roth, Arlene McCann
29- Bobbi Florio
31- Timothy Cohen

April Birthdays
03- Jaclyn Ferrie
07- Bill McLachlan
10-Grace Musselman
14- Carol Palmer
16-Dakota Platt
18-Judi Prasser
20- Janet Appel
21-Rosita
Veluya,
Kelly
Gradol
23-Jaclyn Turnbull, Carolyn Stockl, Maritza
Flores-Shah, Dean Manente
24-Suzanne Hatatah
26- Lori Welch, Sandy Kosakowski
30- Jesse Veluya, Mark Ross
If there are any omissions or errors in the
birthday lists, please contact the Church
Office at 732-634-1631. Thank you!

Prayer Requests
To add someone to this list, please
call the Church Office at
732-634-1631
Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and
Their Families

Recent Concerns

Rev. Adam Tietje, Ben Biron, Brian Ragas, Daniel
Beckner, Daniel Hedner, Jovan Diaz, Anthony
Battito, Justin Kitchen, Edward Merz, Michael
Warren, Lauren K. Pfeifer, Bryan Palmer, Amy
Updike, Robert Bartko, Chris Kowalski, Scott
Rampone, Turner Robbins, Carson Severyn

Dylan Miller (son of Ryan and Jessica Miller),
Jennifer Perez (daughter of Jacob and Carolyn
Stockl), Elizabeth Dobson, Ann Marie Carola
(neighbor of Jan, the Tucker’s and Guarracino’s),
Jason Guarracino (son of John and Linda), family
of Cpl. Kevin Reinhard, David Roth (son of Robert
and Liz Roth), Bette Deusterdick, Dottie Smith

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE.
SOMEBODY PAID.

Those with On-Going Long-Term Concerns
Christine Ciccio, Dot Allebach, LaVerne Doll,
Betty Dobson, Jennifer Perez, Jim Appell, Carole
Toone, Scott Serveryn, Josephine DeVito (mother
of Carol Palmer), Dorothy Piperi (mother of
Carolyn Gilligan’s co-worker), Diana Dydak,
Jeremy Hogan, Esther Nielsen, Phil Prasser,
Marjorie Speath (sister of Barbara Morgan),
Tessa Campbell (niece of Arleen Schreiber), Eric
LaGrand (neighbor of Julie Cahill), Ron McKee
(son of Bruce McKee), Bob Roth

Eleanor Smith and Toni Anderson

Beginning Wednesday, April 18.
While we consider everyone who walks through these doors to
be our brothers and sisters in Christ—part of God’s family—we
also recognize the importance of joining a congregation as a
sign of one’s deeper commitment to the life of the church. We
believe that our church is a wonderful place for such a commitment and we’re extending an open
invitation for all who’d like to join at this time.

This will be a 3-week class that will meet from 7-8:30pm on Wednesday evenings in the
choir room April 18, 25 and May 2.
Please contact the church office: 732-634-1631 to sign up or email Pastor Jason at
pastorjtucker@gmail.com if you have any questions.
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A New Lenten Series for 2012
Wed. nights February 29-April 4

Wed. night schedule:
5:45pm Soup Supper
6:45pm Chapel Service
7:10pm Small Groups
No single event in human history has received more attention than the suffering and
crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. Adam Hamilton guides us through the last twenty-four
hours of Jesus’ life. Each session is designed to help us experience and understand the
significance of Jesus’ suffering and death in a new way. Whether you are long-time
Christians or simply curious about the story of Christ’s crucifixion, you are invited to join
us in retracing the last 24 hours of Jesus life.

Childcare will be provided from 6:30-8pm! Donations accepted.
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VBS is in the planning stages. We’re excited about our adventures in
the Sky Where Everything is Possible With God! We are asking for

volunteers to make our VBS the wonderful program it has been in previous
years. If you volunteer, I know you will find it a rewarding experience. Keep
the dates available, July 23rd – July 27th. Just call Carolyn Gilligan and we’ll
sign you up. Thank you for your continued support for our youth!
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The Tucker Family wishes to thank the church for
the WONDERFUL baby shower on February 4! We
were completely overwhelmed by your generosity,
love, and support during this exciting time in our
family’s life. Thank you, thank you, thank you!

Attention All Youth!!!
Are you interested in going to summer camp this year? Camp
Johnsonburg (our Presbytery’s camp and conference center in
Johnsonburg, N.J.) offers summer camp programs for children entering
1st grade through 12th grade. Many different programs are offered!! Go
to www.campjburg.org for information and registration. Summer camp
can be expensive, but can be a great experience, so we are offering a $100.00
campership to each child from our church (or Sunday school) who attends summer
camp at Johnsonburg this year. Please let the Christian Education committee or the
church office know if you are planning on attending a summer program.
Any questions feel free to call.
Shirley Benkert, CE chairperson

Please Help!!
We need you to continue collecting and
bringing in your aluminum cans!!
For those who aren’t aware, Avenel Pres. has been collecting aluminum cans for many
years. We began this collection to ‘earn’ some money to purchase extra Bibles for our
Sunday School students. We have always given a Bible to each student, usually as they
entered 3rd grade. In addition, since our can drive, we have been able to give a Beginner
Bible to each nursery student and Study Bible to every student entering high school!
Bibles have been given to others when needed. We thank you for your support! We
have also used part of this money to help pay for other Christian Education projects,
without taking away from purchasing Bibles or the church budget.
You can drop off your bags of cans at our can trailer which is in the sanctuary parking
lot. Please make sure that only aluminum cans are left. We thank those people who are
emptying the bags into the trailer, and it makes their job much easier if there is no
other garbage left with the cans.
This is an easy way for the church to raise extra money, so ask your friends and
neighbors and LET’S SEE HOW FAST WE CAN FILL THE TRAILER!!!!
Thank you, the Christian Education committee
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
2012
JULY 23-27 FROM 9:00 A.M. TO 12:15 P.M.
ALL CHILDREN 3 YEARS OLD AND POTTY TRAINED
TH
THROUGH 5 GRADE
COME AND LEARN OF GOD’S LOVE!
MUSIC, CRAFTS, SNACKS AND MORE!

SIGN UP NOW!
July 23-27, 2012
First Presbyterian Church of Avenel
621 E. Woodbridge Avenue
Avenel, NJ 07001
732-634-1631
Children 3 years old and potty trained through 5th grade
Up, Up and Away! The Sky’s the Limit!
REGISTER BY July 6, 2012
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Child’s Name: _______________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Birthday _______________________________ Grade completed in June: ___________________
Parent/guardian: _____________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: ___________________________ Cell Phone: _______________________________
Emergency Contact: __________________________________________________________________
Allergies: ___________________________________________________________________________
I give the church permission to use my child’s photograph on the church’s website. _____Yes _____No

Return completed form to the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel, 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue, Avenel, NJ, 07001
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