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“The Real Jesus Is No Patsy” 
 

“If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will 
save it.” (Mark 8: 34-35) 

 
 

 
Before Jesus’ trial, and just after Peter had identified Jesus as “the Messiah”, Jesus had 
prophesied to His disciples His death at the hands of the Jewish religious leaders, and His 
resurrection. This was the first of three such prophecies He made to His disciples. After this, 
He divulged to them and a crowd surrounding Him what it would cost them to follow Him. 
“Deny yourself, pick up your cross, and follow me,” Jesus said. 
 
Not long thereafter, the Jewish religious authorities dragged Him before the occupying Roman 
governor, Pontius Pilate, to prosecute Him for blasphemy. Asked if he knew Jesus, Peter flatly 



 
 

denied Him, on three separate occasions. Peter’s third denial was a vehement renunciation of 
Jesus, as if to say, “Not only don’t I know that man, but I don’t identify with or have anything 
to do with Him.”  
 
Jesus’ command to His followers to deny themselves, pick up their cross, and follow Him is a 
radical call to do God’s will, come what may, regardless of all consequences to self. It’s a call 
to renounce our own self-will as fervently as Peter denied Jesus. 
 
Ideally, the practice of giving something up during the Lenten season is meant to help 
Christians identify with Jesus’ discipline of radical obedience to God’s will and self-denial. 
Coupled with prayer, Bible reading and study, worship, serving others, and reflection, it can be 
a worthy practice to draw nearer to God. At its worst, done as duty without thought, it’s a vain 
act of ritual, or a way of trying to manipulate God to favor us. 
 
The kind of denial Jesus demands of His followers is much greater than temporarily forgoing a 
certain food or activity. He’s calling us to forego permanently all that opposes God’s will. He 
doesn’t hide that this may bring us suffering for His sake. He’s asking us to be self-forgetful 
and join with Him in suffering – to forget about the suffering that may or does come our way, 
and still do God’s will. Jesus is saying that the purpose of life is not to seek happiness, or 
comfort, or to be nice, but to be in a primary loving relationship with God, and to do what God 
wills. 
 
God’s will is that we love God and neighbor. Thus, to deny ourselves is to resist retaliating 
against someone we perceive has harmed us, even when every fiber of our being screams for 
us to get even, to mete out justice and strike back. This clearly is not easy. To deny ourselves 
may require us to swim upstream against our culture. For example, denying ourselves means 
saying “No” to prioritizing sports or other activities ahead of Sunday school and worship, lest 
they become our idols.  Some will think us fools or fanatics and ridicule or shun us.  That’s the 
cost of following Jesus. Jesus calls us to deny ourselves by giving sacrificially – to the point 
where our generosity may cut into the very comfortable lifestyle to which we’ve become 
accustomed or to which we aspire or (wrongly) feel entitled. Jesus calls us to abundant self-
giving, just as He gave Himself over to death on a cross for us. This could look like visiting or 
phoning someone who may be lonely, serving as an overnight host for Family Promise or 
preparing and delivering a meal, shoveling someone’s snow or taking them shopping, or 
praying for them. The time, financial and material resources and gifts and talents God’s 
entrusted to us are not for our benefit alone but for sharing, to love and serve others. Out of 
solidarity with Jesus and in grateful response to His grace toward and love for us, His call to 
deny ourselves compels us to be a voice for the voiceless, and an advocate for the weak or 
invisible. At times, this may cause us some flak. To seek the welfare say, of a person or group 
that is invisible, or being derided at work or school, is to deny one’s self. At times this may 
cost us popularity, pushing us to the margins too. To explain that we take a stand on a 
particular issue because we are trying to be a faithful follower of Jesus is to deny ourselves. 
That is the cost of following Jesus. He has commanded (not asked) us to deny our old self-
centered, sinful identity, and embrace our new identity as His new creations. Instead of opting 
to be loved, accepted, and held in high esteem by the crowds of fellow sinners, we opt to be 
loyal and obedient to the One who was obedient to God and loyal to us to the point of dying 
for us. He unconditionally loves and accepts us, and blesses us with deep-seated joy and 
peace.  
 
G.K. Chesterton, the British writer said, “Christianity has not been tried and found wanting, it 
has been found difficult and left untried.” May it not be so for us. We cannot, however, do it 
alone. By God’s Holy Spirit living within us and our immersion in Scripture, prayer, service to 



 
 

others, and mutual support for one another, God will give us grace to deny ourselves, pick up 
our crosses, and follow Jesus. Then we will be His faithful followers. We’ll be confident too 
that, when we slip into our old ways and fail to deny ourselves, He’s there to forgive us, pick 
us up, dust us off, and lead us again. No, the real Jesus is no patsy. He calls you and me to 
deny our old selves and be His light and healing for a world mired in the darkness and pain of 
sin. Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 
In Christ, 
Bob Louer, Pastor 
 
 

          Stream Lines Information        From the Editor 

The deadline for the May/June 2015 issue of Stream Lines will be Wednesday, April 15, 2015 
at 12:00 noon. 

 
The church office will be closed Friday, April 3, 2015 for Good Friday 

 
Remember to email your articles to: 

 
Carol Palmer at streamlinesnewsletter@gmail.com and 

Tina Pinto at avenelpres@verizon.net 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

NEW MEMBER RECEIVED 
 

During the morning worship service on 
Sunday, February 15, 2015 Carrie Walker-

Louer who professed her faith in Jesus 
Christ was received into the fellowship and 

ministry of our church. 

Oasis Bible Study 

Oasis Bible Study will resume after Easter on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. at the manse, 631 

E. Woodbridge Avenue, Avenel. Call the 
church office for more information. 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

February 2015 Session Meeting Highlights 
 
 
Present: Barbara Ciocci, Bob Toro, Wayne Dubin, Carolyn Gilligan, Carol Palmer, Shirley Benkert, Delia 
Culton, Gene Hallenbeck 
Excused: Darla Hunt, Carolyn Stevenson, Mark Tarby 
 
Delia Culton was approved as Clerk Pro Tem in Darla Hunt’s absence. 
 
Christian Education- 
Shirley Benkert made a request for a Resurrection Egg Hunt for Sunday School on Easter Sunday, April 
5, from 9-9:45am in the CE building. APPROVED 
 
Stewardship Committee- 
Recommendation for anyone whose key still does not work in the CE Building double doors report that 
to their committee session member who should prepare a list for Tina at which time we will have new 
keys made. APPROVED 
 
Wayne Collins and Belinda Kerchner will be attending the next Session meeting on behalf of the Youth 
Mission Trip for Session to ask questions about the group/trip. 
 
Building Usage Requests-  
Youth Mission Trip Italian Night Dinner on March 8, 2015  
and Youth Mission Trip Mexican Night on May 3, 2015.  APPROVED 
 
Wedding of Scott Kurowsky and his fiancé Colleen on Friday,  May 15, 2015 and the rehearsal on May 
14, 2015 in the Sanctuary. APPROVED 
 
Deacons- 
Request for the Deacon’s Luncheon on March 22 in the gym.  APPROVED 
and request for the SonRise Breakfast after the SonRise service on Easter, April 5, in JMH. APPROVED 
 
 
Bob discussed a possible new mission for our church: foodtodonate.org.  Leftover frozen food from 
restaurants would be picked up every week to cook/serve meals to community. 
 
Motion to close in prayer, led by Bob, at 9:10pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Delia Culton 
Clerk Pro Tem 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Minutes of the Bi-Annual Congregation/Corporation Meeting 
First Presbyterian Church of Avenel 

February 8, 2015 
 

The bi-annual meeting of the Congregation/Corporation of the First Presbyterian Church, Avenel, NJ, for the purpose of 
reviewing the Annual Reports for 2014, and approval of the work of the By-Laws revision committee, was opened with 
prayer by Moderator Rev. Robert C. Louer III at 11:23 am. 
The Clerk verified that a quorum was present.                                                                         
The Docket was approved. 
The following Annual Reports were presented to the congregation: 
Pastor’s Report 
Clerk’s Statistical Report 
Financial Secretary’s Report 
Board of Deacons Report 
Christian Education Report (VBS, Youth, Sunday School) 
Finance Committee (Building Usage, Stewardship) 
His Hands Outreach Ministry 
Holiday Fair Committee 
Joann’s Food Pantry 
Memorial Committee 
Fellowship and Spiritual Life Committee 
Personnel Committee 
Property Care Committee 
Worship Committee 
Audit Committee Auditors Carol Palmer & Nick Altieri reviewed the 2014 books and found all matters to be in order. 
Discussion regarding annual reports: 
Treasurer’s Report Treasurer Ed Benkert spoke to the congregation regarding the finances of the church.  Income 
was 9,000 over what was expected due to a one time gift of 12,000.  Expenses were 242,000 (about 14,000 over 
budget).  The majority of this was for utilities (gas bill) and snow removal (5,000 over budget). 
Next year’s budget increased utilities and snow removal budgets.  Donation of a riding lawn mower precludes a lawn 
cutting budget.   
Lisa Fowler, Property Task Force chair, mentioned that increases in rent are being planned for next year to cover the 
increase in utilities.   
By-Laws Committee report (revision) - Chair Carol Palmer spoke to the revisions aligning the 2015 By-Laws with the 
Book of Order Part II 2013/2015 and the 2 new articles regarding preparation of elders/deacons for service to the 
church (ministry) 
Discussion by the congregation regarding the elders/deacons being educated in the ministry of church officer.  
Congregants discussed this matter pro and con. Questions about whether the session may veto the congregational 
vote was discussed.  Clarity was given that the congregation can amend the revision before voting. 
Motion and second to ratify 2015 By Laws minus article VIII APPROVED 
(By Laws committee will continue work on article VIII)  
Bill Morgan requested that the annual reports be available 2 weeks in advance in order to prepare for the 
congregational meeting. 
List of Church Officers 2015 revisions:   

• Carol Palmer was added to the class of 2016 Elders 
• Darla Hunt was deleted from the class of 2017 Elders 
• Joan Collins was deleted from the class of 2015 Deacons 
• Carolyn Stockl was added to the class of 2015 Deacons 
• Gayle Nolan was changed from the class of 2017 Deacons to the class of 2016 Deacons 

Motion and second to accept annual reports as presented/amended:  APPROVED 
The meeting was then opened to other business.  Elder Gene Hallenbeck, chair of the Nominating Committee, moved 
that we elect Frank Dodich (class of 2018) and Carol Palmer (class of 2016) to the office of Auditor for a 3 year term. 
The motion was seconded and APPROVED. 
It was moved and seconded that the congregational meeting be closed.   
The corporation meeting of the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel was then opened by Vice President Bruce McKee. 
No business was brought to the corporation. It was moved and seconded that the corporation portion of the meeting be 
closed.   
The meeting was closed in prayer by Moderator Louer at 12:25 pm. 



 
 

 

 

Each year the church offers Easter Lilies to members and friends of the congregation 
to remember or honor a loved one. If you would like to place an order for a plant(s), 
please fill out the information below and return it to the Church Office at 621 E. 
Woodbridge Avenue, Avenel, NJ 07001, with your check made payable to the First 
Presbyterian Church. Each plant is $8.00.  

Orders will be accepted until March 20, 2015 

Plants may be taken by those who donated them after the 10:00 morning worship 
service on Easter Sunday. Any plants remaining will be distributed to those families 
and friends who have lost loved ones this past year.  

Please Print Clearly  

Your Name(s)________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number _______________________________________________________ 

Number of Plants __________ Total Amount Enclosed $_______________  

In Memory of: 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 In Honor of:  

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join the Deacons at our annual  
Deacon ’s Luncheon 

 
 

Please join your deacon for the Deacon’s luncheon on Sunday, March 22, 2015 
immediately following the worship service. This will be a wonderful time to meet and 
catch up with your fellow parish members for some good food and fellowship. The 

luncheon will be held in the Christian Education building gym.  Please mark the date on 
your calendar and plan on attending. 

 

C

 

Daylight savings time 
begins at 2:00 a.m. 
on Sunday, March 9, 

2014. 
Turn your clocks 
ahead one hour. 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 

ITALIAN NIGHT YOUTH MISSION TRIP 
FUNDRAISER 

Sunday, March 8, 2015 
Doors Open at 4:00 p.m. – Serve Until 6:30 p.m. 

Tickets: 

Adults 13-99 - $8.00 Children 3-12 - $5.00 Under 3 
and over 100 – Free 

Tickets can be pre-purchased or bought at the Menu: 

Baked Ziti, Eggplant Parmesan, Stuffed Shells, Sausage and Peppers, Salad, 
Garlic Bread, Beverages and Dessert 

All proceeds go to benefit the Youth Mission Trip to Sunbury, Pa. July 12 – 18, 2015 

 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER 

Sunday, May 3, 2015 
Doors Open at 4:00 p.m. – Serve Until 6:00 p.m. 

Tickets: 

Adults 13-99 - $8.00 Children 3-12 - $5.00 
Under 3 and Over 99 – Free 

Tickets can be pre-purchased or bought at the 
door. 

 Menu: 

Mexican Favorites (Tacos, Fajitas, Black Beans, Rice, etc.), Salad Bar, 
Desserts and Beverages 

All proceeds go to benefit the Youth trip to Mission Sunbury, Pa. 

July 12 – 18, 2015 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and 

Their Families 
 
Rev. Adam Tietje, Daniel Hedner, Jovan Diaz, 
Anthony Battito, Michael Warren, Lauren K. 
Pfeifer, Amy Updike, Lauren Hansen, Jeffrey 
Hansen, Edward Merz, Rob Zaradona 
 

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE. 
SOMEBODY PAID. 

 
 

 
 

Eleanor Smith 

  
Prayer Requests 

 
To add someone to this list, please 

call the Church Office at 
732-634-1631 

 
 
Recent Concerns 
 
Richard Olsen, Linda Semler, Taylor Connolly 
(grandaughter of Carolyn Stevenson) Shirley 
Benkert, Arleen Schreiber, Lisa Fowler, Gretchen 
Tarby, Anthony Battito, Rose Hunt, Debbie, 
Cassius McGowan, Lynch family 
 
Health and Healing 
 
Pete Allebach, Thomas Kurzeja, Harry 
Musselman, Jennifer Perez 
 
Those with On-Going Long-Term Concerns 
 
Diana Dydak, Esther Nielsen, Josephine DeVito 
(mother of Carol Palmer), Tessa Campbell (niece 
of Arleen Schreiber), Jennifer Perez 

 
 
 
 
 

Holiday Fair 2015 
 
It’s been a cold winter so far.  While you are snuggled in your 
warm home, I suggest it’s the perfect time to go through your 
closets, attic and basement to purge yourself of unwanted or un-
needed items that I would LOVE to receive for the next Holiday 
Fair.  Please contact Cindy Culton to donate. 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Sunday April 19, 2015 at 5p.m “sharp” 
in 

Jacob Morgan Hall 
 

 
The rules are as follows: 
 
Bake-Off - Anyone, any age, any gender is welcome to enter. Bring your 
baked good completely concealed to the kitchen door by 4:45, in order to 
register it. The Bake contest is secret and will be judged in 2 categories - 
Presentation and Taste. 
 
Cook-Off – For MEN only!  Any man wanting to participate must bring his 
best dish directly to JMH by 5 p.m. Tables will be set up in front of the 
stage for you to display your dish.  Dishes will NOT be judged on 
presentation.  A ribbon will be awarded for  “Best Tasting Dish”. This 
contest is NOT secret…men who cook, will serve their dish. 
 
 Everyone Else - Please come out for this delicious night.  Everyone who 
attends and tastes, will judge the entries. 
This event is great fun and fellowship. Guaranteed! 
 
Any Questions? Contact Cindy Culton 

 

10th Annual Bake-Off 
and Cook-Off 

 

Yes, that’s right, we are bringing back the 
Men’s Cook-Off! 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
 

All children are invited to join us in 
the Sunday school building for a 

Resurrection Egg Hunt from 9am to 
9:45am Easter morning.  Join us for a 

time of fun to celebrate Jesus’ 
Resurrection!   Any questions please 
call Belinda Kerchner 732 636-7036 

or Shirley Benkert 732 381-4886. See 
you April 5! The Sunday school. 

 

 
March/April 

Memory Verse 

He called the crowd with his 
disciples, and said to them, “If 

any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves and 

take up their cross and follow me. 
For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake, and for the 
sake of the gospel, will save it.  

(Mark 8:34-35) 

March/April  Birthdays 
	  

If	  there	  are	  any	  omissions	  or	  errors	  in	  
the	  birthday	  list,	  please	  contact	  the	  
Church	  office	  at	  732-‐634-‐1631.	  

Thank	  you.	  
	  

MARCH	  
03/02	  	   Matthew	  Kosakowski	  
03/07	  	   Mia	  Rienzo	  
03/08	  	   Karin	  Hallenbeck	  
03/15	  	   Tonny	  Seik	  
03/21	  	   Barbara	  Hanson	  
	   	   Amanda	  Seik	  
03/23	  	   John	  Guarracino	  
03/25	  	   Joan	  Benkert	  
03/26	  	   Arlene	  McCann	  
03/29	  	   Bobbi	  Florio	  
	  
APRIL	  
04/10	  	   Grace	  Musselman	  
04/14	  	   Carol	  Palmer	  
04/20	  	   Janet	  Appel	  
04/21	  	   Kelly	  Gadol	  
04/23	  	   Maritza	  Flores-‐Shah	  
	   	   Carolyn	  Stockl	  
	   	   Dean	  Manente	  
	  
	  
	   	   Jaclyn	  Turnbull	  
04/26	  	   Sandra	  Kosakowski	  
	  

	  
	  



 
 

   

 
 

 

 Easter Meditation by Fr. Richard Rohr 
 

Christ Crucified is all of the hidden, private, tragic pain of 
 history made public and given over to God. Christ Resurrected is all of that private, 

ungrieved, unnoted suffering received, loved, and transformed by an All-Caring God. 
How else could we believe in God at all? How else could we have any kind of cosmic 

hope? How else would we not die of sadness for what humanity has done to itself 
and to one another? Jesus is the blueprint, the plan, the pattern revealed in one body 

and moment of history to reveal the meaning of all of history and each of our lives. 
The cross is the banner of what we do to one another and to God. The resurrection is 

the banner of what God does to us in return. 
 

Easter is the announcement of God’s perfect and final victory. 
 

 
                                                
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 2015 
July 20th – July 24th  

9:00 A.M. – 12:15 P.M. 
Everest-Conquering Challenges With God’s Mighty Power 

 
Opportunities to Serve 

 
VBS is in the planning stages. We’re excited about our Everest Adventure where we will learn about 
Conquering our challenges with God’s mighty power! 
 
We are asking for people to serve and help make our VBS the wonderful program it has been in previous 
years. If you serve, I know you will find it a rewarding experience. 
 
 
Mark your calendars and keep the dates of July 20th – July 24th available. Just call Carolyn Gilligan at 
732-636-9493 and she’ll sign you up. 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support of our youth! 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2015 
 

JULY 20TH – JULY 24TH  
9:00 A.M. TO 12:15 P.M. 

 
ALL CHILDREN 3 YEARS OLD AND POTTY TRAINED THROUGH 5TH 

GRADE 
 

COME AND LEARN HOW TO CONQUER CHALLENGES WITH GOD’S 

MIGHTY POWER! 
 

MUSIC, CRAFTS, SNACKS AND MORE! 

                                                                                                   SIGN UP NOW! 
 

July 20th – July 24th   
First Presbyterian Church of Avenel 

621 E. Woodbridge Avenue | Avenel, NJ 07001 | 732-634-1631 
Children 3 years old and potty trained through 5th grade 

 
EVEREST 

                                                                         REGISTER BY JULY 3, 2015 

     PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 
 

     Child’s Name: __________________________________________________________M/F__________ 
 
     Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Birthday _______________________________        Grade completed in June: ___________________ 
 
     Parent/guardian: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Home Phone: ___________________________        Cell Phone: ______________________________ 
 
     Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Emergency Contact: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
     Allergies: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     I give the church permission to use my child’s photograph on the church’s website.  _____Yes _____No 
 

 
  

  

Klymer                   Cliff                                  Mallor Pike                                      Yedd 
 
    Return completed form to the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel, 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue, Avenel, NJ, 07001 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Memorial Committee 
 

On January 11, 2015 the Memorial 
Committee held their annual 
Remembrance Service during the 
morning worship service. We had 
several friends join us for worship 
that morning and received the 
following thank you notes. 

Dear Barbara, 
Thank you for planning the meaningful memorial service held last 
Sunday. I was so glad that I was able to come. Jim loved his years of 
service as a deacon, elder and choir member. Recognizing those who 
passed before us is a lovely tribute to them. Worshipping with my 
friends from Avenel felt good. Thank you. 
Fondly, 
Susan Kozo 
 
Dear Friends, 
Your kind and warm welcome for me on January 11th was a great 
comfort. The service was helpful to me in that you remembered Alan’s 
service to God when we were at Avenel for almost 38 years. Just sitting 
in the familiar sanctuary where our son, Christopher, was the first child 
to be baptized was a real pleasure. Best of all was the enjoyment in 
talking with friends with whom we worked and prayed. 
Lovingly I thank you. 
Barbara Lewis 
 

Memorial Committee – Barbara Ciocci, Chairperson 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

On May 13, 2015, the Fellowship and Spiritual Life Committee will host 
their annual Senior Dinner in JMH at 5:00 P.M. Invitations will be going 
out the beginning of April. If you have turned 65 in the last year, please 
contact Barbara Ciocci at 848-205-2060 to receive an invitation. 
 
Fellowship and Spiritual Life Committee 
Barbara Ciocci, Chairperson 



 

 

EVENTS	  IN	  OUR	  EASTER	  CELEBRATION	  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 

Soup Supper & Vesper Service 
3/11, 3/18, & 3/25  
6:00 p.m. Jacob Morgan 
Hall/Supper 
7:00 p.m. Chapel/Vesper 
Service 
 

Palm Sunday 
March 29th  
10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
 

Tenebrae Service 
Thursday, April 2nd  
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 
 

SonRise Service in the Chapel 
7:00 a.m. Easter Morning, April 5th  
Easter Breakfast immediately 
following 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN!  
CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED! 
Easter Worship Service, April 5th 
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                      

The Stewardship Committee recommends that anyone whose key still does not work 
in the Christian Education Building double doors report that to their committee session member. Once we 
have a complete list, Tina will have new keys made.  
 
                                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                                                            
              
                                                                                                                     

Mission Benevolence Giving 
“In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind 
of hard work we must help the weak, remembering 
the words the Lord Jesus himself said: “it is more 

blessed to give than to receive”. Acts 20:35  
 
Each month the Mission Committee disburses gifts to 
ministries throughout the United States that are 
faithfully doing the Lord’s work. Following is a list of 
missions that our church supports each month. 

Elizabethport Children’s Program $30.00 The Salvation Army  $30.00 
Gambell Presbyterian Church, AK   30.00 Christian Appalachian Project   30.00 
Elijah’s Promise              30.00 Prison Ministries                    30.00 
Navajo Missions                      50.00 
 
Please keep these ministries in your prayers as they minister to those in need. 
Blessings, 
The Mission Committee 
Bob Toro and Carol Palmer, Co-Chairpersons 
 



 

How to Pray for America 

 
Franklin Graham 

 
“When the foundations are being destroyed, what can the righteous do?” – Psalms 11:3 
I believe our nation is in trouble today, probably more than I’ve seen in my lifetime. We are 
contending with issues that are causing the very foundation of our country to crumble. Our 
moral and spiritual roots are eroding, the economy is misleading, family life is disintegrating, 
and political forces are at unprecedented odds. There seem to be very few leaders who will take 
a stand for God and for His Word. 
It can be tempting to believe that America has reached a point of no return. While these factors 
cause despair, we are reminded in Scripture that with God, nothing is impossible. No problem is 
too great for Him. Seasons of distress and uncertainty and hardship call for faithful, fervent 
prayer by God’s people and remind us of our responsibility to humble ourselves before 
Almighty God. We cannot expect healing to come to our nation apart from obedience to God 
through His Holy Word. 
God longs for His people to humble themselves and to seek forgiveness and pray for guidance. 
God’s Word says, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12). The Bible 
commands that we repent of our sins and turn to Almighty God. And because we are confident 
that we serve a God of mercy and compassion, we know that He stands ready to respond to our 
cries out of the abundance of His divine wisdom. 
It is a crucial time for us to individually and collectively seek God’s divine intervention for the 
challenges facing us. We need to pray not only for our nation, but we need to pray for our 
leaders, for all those who govern us, that they will turn to God with humble hearts and follow 
Him. Our military leaders need our prayers as we have dedicated men and women serving on 
battlefields and sacrificing their blood to protect our nation and many innocent people around 
the world. God is faithful to bless those who turn to Him. 
Pray that as a nation we would return to God. As we call on God, let us do so by genuine faith, 
believing that He hears our prayers. God can heal this great land, for which our forefathers 
fought and died. We need spiritual renewal, we need a revival in America, and we need each 
and everyone to pray. Lord, Hear Our Cry!  – Franklin Graham 
 
National Day of Prayer is Thursday, May 7th. Please join us at 12:15pm in front of the 
Chapel for a short prayer service. All are invited! 
 
Worship Committee 



 

  
Joann’s Food Pantry 
 
We are pleased to announce that the Have A Heart Food Drive collected 
more than 22,000 pounds of non-perishable food and more than $27,500 in 
donations. The food and the money will be distributed among the 11 food 
pantries of Woodbridge Township. The Have A Heart Food Drive is named 
because it runs from January through Valentine’s Day. 
 
We are able to purchase much of our food through the Hillside Food Bank 
with the donated money, but your own personal contributions of food are 
always needed and welcomed. 
 
Our food pantry is open the last Tuesday of the month from 10 am to 
11:30am. 
 

We would like to remind everyone that the food in the pantry is also 
available to anyone in our congregation that may need a helping hand. All 
you have to do is call the office or call us, Jake & Carolyn at 732-382-3732. 
All requests are kept confidential. You do not have to sign anything and 
there is no record of your request. Arrangements will be made for you to 
pick up food at a time that is convenient for you. Please take advantage of 
the food we have to share if you are in need. I am sure that everyone in 
this church has hit a few bumps in the road at times. I know we have. We 
are here to help. Please let us. 
 
Yours in Christ,  
Jake & Carolyn Stockl 
Coordinators of Joann’s Pantry 
 
 

'I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink'...Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?’ Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.' 

Matthew 25:35, 37, 40 
 

 


