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i Saul spent several days with the discipl
‘! began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. All those
e who heard him were astonished and asked, 0
PASTOR havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on
[ come here to take them as prisoners taalgrew e
more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by

proving that Jesus is the Christ .0 (Acts 9:19b -22)

Someti mes | wonder why |1 6ve become so desensitized
world. Sometimes | wonder w hy my heart is not stirred to tears every time | hear about : war, babies
found in dumpsters, economic collapse, murder, theft, arson, and on and on and on. I suppose
a part of my heart that has been hardened by the deluge of information that washe S over me every
day: waves of email s, newscasts and podcasts that bea-
to it. I'tés as i f ever Ali-aésqug bdating, avikh ¢he wond shouting fioro theacknter
of the ring, fi | a mMndf perbapsgin sl t-defemse, any proclivity to avoid sorrow and run
toward laughter creates a powerful outer husk that protects me from the pain of such awful truths.

The reality of being human is that our hearts can easily harden. In fact, from a spiritual point of
Vi ew, one coul datwahigclinationd s to lsethardened toward God. And yet, God can soften or
even melt the hardest of us. I n my own experience,
family who | thought would never soften toward Him. In fact, some of the strongest leaders in the
Church today are those who once committed their lives to opposing Christianity.

Saul (Paul) is the Biblical example of this. He was a persecutor of Christians, and by all accounts, he
enjoyed his job. He was good at it. And because he was good at it, he had developed quite a



reputation. People had heard of Saul 6s exploits aga
Damascus (150 miles away). Sau | (Paul) was smart, prestigiou s and popular.

Then, God knocked him off his high horse (so to speak). With a word , He humbled and softened one
of the hardest hearts around. Many people see Godds
by definition, is Afan act of God, 0 then yes, it certai
told in the ab ove passage from Acts, is an even bigger miracle. For after his conversion , he went out
and proclaimed the Gospel |, leaving his friends in bewilderment and anger. He started living for the God
he once despised. And t h a ttliespower that comes through a r elationship with God. It turns
everything on its head . It resensitizes that which has been hardened toward God.

| think the Church has a tendency to over -complicate the Gospel. When someone asks what
Christianity is all about, some Christians (of ¢ ourse, none of us here at Avenel), drone on and on like
theydre trying to pass some kind of exam. They try an
kind of #Aspiritual filibusterodo that | eaves theadpoor qu

I f we | earn anything from Paul ds conversiow,ofitteds ntg
come by examining complex matters of theology (that came later), but first and foremost , through a
relationship  with God. And that, brothers an d sisters, is where every hardened heart must begin: with
an encounter .

Have you encountered the Gospel of Jesus Chri st for
theology (important and necessary as it is), at least not right away. Allow yourse If to experience God ¢
saving grace in your own life. Allow Him to walk with you in your pain and brokenness. Allow Him to
speaktoyou inyour daily circumstance. And whdalowHe says, 0AF

In Christ,
Rev. Jason Tucker

STREAM LINES INFORMATION

The deadline for the June/July 2010 issu e of Stream Lines will
be Wednesday , May 19 , 2010 at 12:00 noon.

Remember to email your articles to:

Susan Smolsky at  streamlines@comcast.net  and From the
Carol Palmer at avenelpres@verizon.net Editor
The June/July issue will be available for online reading and printing on or about Wednesday, May 26 ,

2010 and will be available to those who have no internet service and pick up their copies in the
Sanctuary on Sunday, May 30, 2010.

Remember: There is no separate July issue of Stream Lines, but rather a combination June/July
issue going out at the end of May . Please keep this in mind when planning your articles.

MINUTES of the
CONGREGATIONAL/CORPORATION MEETING
First Presbyterian Church of Avenel

February 21, 2010

The semi -annual meeting of the Congregation was called to order at
11:55 AM in the sanctuary with prayer by the Moderator, Rev. Jason
P. Tucker.

? The Call of the meeting was found to be in order, and a quorum of
the membership was determined to be present. On motion and second, the docket was approved.
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Rev. Tucker presented his report to the congregation. On motion and second, the report was
rece ived.

Report of the Clerk i the statistical report of the Clerk was presented.
On motion and second, the report was received.

Report of the Church Treasurer T The 2009 report was available for review. There being no questions
about the report, on moti on and second, the report was received.

Report of the Financial Secretary - The 2009 report was available for review. There being no questions
about the report,  on motion and second, the report was received.

Report of the Auditing Committee i The 2008 a uditing report (completed in February, 2009) was
available for review. Charles Kurowsky, committee chairperson, noted that all issues in t he report had
been resolved and , on motion and second, the report was received. The 2009 audit has not yet

been compl eted.

Report of Benevolence - The 2009 Mission and Benevolence Committee report was available for review
A typographical error (Johnsonb  urg vs. Johnsonb erg) was noted for correction. On motion and
second, the report was received as corrected.

Reports o f Committees and Organizations T The Moderator asked if there were any questions regarding
the reports of the various committees and organizations. None being raised, on motion and second,
the reports were received.

New Business 1 Kathy Sturtz indicated that additional volunteers were needed for Adventures in
Worship and Toddler Care.
Randy Hunt announced that additional members were needed in both Joyful Ringers and Good News

Puppeteers to replace young people leav ing for college. He also mentioned that he was seeking a
committee of people to assist in videotaping the church services, since he found it difficult to operate
the camera and sing in the choir as well, and he had no back -up to videotape on weeks he was unable

to be in church.

Rev. Tucker mentioned that both DVDs and sermon podcasts were being utilized and accessed regularly.

The podcasts can be downloaded from the church website. In response to a question about having the

entire worship service availab le on the website, Randy Hunt indicated that the church did not currently

have the technology available to do that. Inquiry had been made about the possibility of having the

service available on local access Cable TV channels, but the Township indicated t hat it was not their
policy to air worship services.

Corporation Meeting

On motion and second, the Congregational meeting was suspended and a meeting of the Corporation
convened at 12:15 PM. Elder Wayne Dubin, President of the Corporation, moderated.

After determining that there was no business to properly come before the Corporation, on motion and
second, the Corporation meeting was closed at 12:17 PM, and business of the Congregational
meeting was resumed.

There being no further business to properly ¢ ome before the meeting, it was closed with prayer by the
Moderator at 12:20 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Charles P. Kurowsky
Clerk of Session
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Deacons Tea

The Deaconsd Tea was hel d oimtheSGym dfahe Chrislanr ¢ h
Education Building. Hope you were able to attend and meet your Deacon, relax and
enjoy good food and fellowship. To those of you who attended,

ATHANK YOU FOR COMI NG! o

iBl ess Youd amdkaYbug f thddomted sandwiches, desserts and beverages , and
those who helped with the setup and cleanup.

Your Board of Deacons

Confirmation Class 2010 /New Members Received
During the morning worship service s on Palm Sunday, March 28 and Easter Sunday,
m April 4 , 2010, six new members publicly professed their faith in Jesus Christ
WELCOME and were received into the fellowship and ministry of our church.

m EW We welcome as members of the church and servants of God:

MEMBERS Confirmation Class:
KAYLA FOWLER, ABIGAIL RAGAN and KRISTINA STERNESKY

Membership Class:
MICHAEL HOWELL, ROBERT RAGAN and CHARLENE RAGAN

JANUARY/FEBRUARY SESSION
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

At the January Session meeting, the Elders:

1 Approved the minutes of the Special meeting of the Congregation and Corporation held on December
13, 2009.
Were assigned roles as committee chairpersons.
Approved the recommendation of the Christian Ed. Committee to h ire a student intern from
Princeton Theological Seminary at a cost of $3200 to work with the Youth Fellowships beginning in
September, 2010.
1 Approved recommendations from the SMI Committee to donate $200 of their funds to Samoa
Tsunami Relief, and $500 to the Warren family of Avenel who were burned out of their home.
1 Approved the recommendations of the Worship Committee to schedule worship services during the
Lenten season.

f
f

At a special Session meeting on January 31, the Elders:

1 Approved a request to allow the baptism of Rui Miguel Baptista, Jr., infant son of Andrea and Rui

Baptista, Sr.

1 Set the date of the semi  -annual meeting of the Congregation and Corporation for February 21
following worship.

1 Approved the notification of lease termination to the | andlord of the property being rented for the

Tucker family.
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At the February Session meeting, the Elders:

1 Approved changes to the schedule of paid holidays for the Administrative Assistant and the Sexton

to bring them in Iine with Rev. Tuckerds holidays.
1 Approved the dates of July 26 -30, 2010 for Vacation Bible School.
1 Approved a recommendation from the Finance Committee to establish a sub -account for Youth

Memorials in the Memorial account.

Ascension Day and Pentecost

By: Rev. Dr. Charles H. Baier

Ascension Day (May 13, 2010), marks the day when Jesus Christ
ascended into Heaven. It was 40 days after his resurrection from the dead.
Pentecost marks the sending of the Holy Spirit and is celebrated 50 days after
Easter. This year, Pentec ostis on Sunday, May 23, 2010.

Behind the events of the Day of Pentecost are the events of the Day of
Ascension. Without His ascension, there would be no Day of Pentecost. The
P s sending of the Holy Spirit is the direct result of Jesus ascending to th e Father
& &&& i and the Father giving Jesus all power and authority in heaven and on earth.
B . With this authority, Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to bring creation into
conformity with Godds will

After his suffering, Jesus showed himself to the apostles and gav e many convincing proofs that He
was alive. He said to them, ADo not |l eave Jerusal em,
you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit . 0

If the world often seems out of control, we have the assurance that
Jesus is Lord (Ascension Day) and we have the promise of the Holy Spirit
dwelling within us (Pentecost). 5} \

Mark your calendars and join us for morning worship on Pentecost P E N T E C O S T

Sunday, May 23, 2010, at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.

Graduations, Honors and Awards

That time of the year is fast approaching for graduations, honors and
awards. Please email the information that you would like published in the
June/July issue of Stream Lines to streamlines@comcast.net and
avenelpres@verizon.net . You can also mail your information to the Church
Office if you do not have internet service.

Just a note to remind you that the Kudos Korner, which celebrates the life

and accomplishments of members young and old, is open all year round.
\ i‘\)’\ '?3 T /.
Summer Worship Schedule %;3{*\ \ !/ ff
The last day of Sunday School is Sunday, May 16, 2010. U)O \ﬂ
Y
Beginning Sunday, June 6, 2010, the morning worship service begins at 9:30 a.m. % QO
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12
Office Holiday
9 3

The Church Office will be closed on Monday, May 31, 2010

for the Memorial Day holiday. C HU RC H

OFFICE HOURS

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2010

JuLy 26 -30 FROM 9:00 A.M. TO 12:00 NOON

ALL CHILDREN 3 YEARS OLD AND POTTY TRAINED
THROUGH 5™ GRADE

COME AND LEARN OF GODG LOVE!

Music, CRAFTS, SNACKS AND MORE!

SIGN UP Now!

July 26 -30, 2010
First Presbyterian Church of Avenel
621 E. Woodbridge Avenue
Avenel, NJ 07001
732-634-1631
Children 3 years old and potty trained through 5 ™ grade

REGISTER BY JUNE 20, 2010

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Chi | Naes

Address:

Birthday

Grade completed in June:

Parent/guardian:
Home Phone :

Emergency Contact:

Allergies:

Cell Phone :
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Sunday School Awards

The Sunday School Annual Awards program will take place on Sunday, May 16,
2010. The children will go directly into the Chapel upon arrival, where our
program will start promptly at 9:00 a.m.
We hope everyone will be able to attend this very special event as we
congratulate our children on all their accomplishments during this Sunday School
year and show appreciation to our staff for their help and dedication.

Hope to see you there ! SUNDAY SC[‘IOO

The Sunday School Staff

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION 2010 -2011
Preschool (3 years old before October 31, 2010) thru High School

Sunday School starts on September 12,2010
from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

If your child will be 3 years old by October 31, 2010 and you wish to register him/her in Sunday
School for the 2010 -2011 term, please fill out the information on the form below and return it to the
Church Office at 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue, Avenel, NJ, 07001, or place it in the offering plat eona

Sunday morning.

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM 2010 -2011

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Date of Registration:

P u p i Naes

Address: _
Date of Birth: ___ Grade:

Mot her s _Name: o Fat her 6s Name:

Home Phone: _ Cell Phone:

Parents6 Church Affiliati onOther: Our_s
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[
Sunday School
Supplies Needed

PN
h

H

The

Computer Paper
Masking Tape

Sunday

School i s

Card Stock Paper
Poster Board

Sunday School Wish List 2010-2011

again asking sgaw t

If you would like to donate any of the supplies listed below, the Sunday School
would greatly appreciate it. It is never too early to start gathering supplies for the
upcoming Sunday School year!

Thank you in advance for your help.

Fun Tack
Laminating Paper

Dry Eraser Markers Tissues Laminating Machine
Dry Erasers Colored Pencils Markers
Permanent Markers Crayons Glitter Glue
Scotch Tape Colored Tissue Paper Pipe Cleaners
Felt Adult Scissors Childrenbds Sci
AA Batteries Chil drends Pai Paintbrushes
Hot Glue Staple Removers Rulers

One-Hole Punch

FOR OUR MILITARY

Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and
Their Families

Anthony Battito, Robert Bartko, Jason Bone,
Michael Barany, Justin Kitchen, Rev. Adam Tiejte,
Carson Severyn, Edward Merz, Daniel Hedner,
Brian Ragas, Michael Warren, Joshua McCullough,
Lauren Pfeifer, Bryan Palmer, Amy Updike

FREEDOM | SNOT FRELI
SOMEBODY PAID.

Remember
Our Homebound Members

Jolan Farkas, Eleanor Smith, Ton i Anderson,
Linda Bisgaard and Edith Cloidt
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Prayer Requests

To add someone to this list, please
call the Church Office at
732-634-1631

Recent Concerns

Josephine DeVito (mother of Carol Palmer), SPC
Roberto Rosado , Phil and Judi Prasser, Mary
Corigliano (cousin  of Carol and Larry Palmer),
Clara Howell (friend of Mary Ann Miller), Sylvia

Cullum (mother of Carolyn Cullum), Linda

Strausser (friend of Robert and Joan Hornyak) ,
Bill McLachl an, The DO&AmMmat
(Belinda Kerchner 0s unc hre

Wehrle (friend of Jackie Turnbull), Helene Weeks
(friend of Wayne Collins), Tonny Seik, Tessa
Campbell (niece of Arlene Schreiber)

Those with On  -Goin g Long - Term Concerns

Edward and Betty Dobson, Jennifer Perez,
Dorothy Piperi (mother of Carolyn Gilligar
worker), Diana Dyd ak, Jeremy Hogan, Don
Gilligan, Esther Nielsen, Phil Prasser, Marjorie
Speath (sister of Barbara Morgan) , Jim and Robin
Brinkman (son -in-law and daughter of Bette
Duesterdick)



A Little Parable for Mothers

The young mot her set her foot o}

the way 1l ong?0 she asked. And
the way is hard. You will be old before you reach the end of
it. But the end will be better than the bec

The young mother was happ vy, and she would not believe
that anything could be better than these years. So she played with her children and gathered flowers
for them along the way, bathed them in cle ar streams, and the sun shone on them. Life was good, and
the young mother cried, AiNot hing wil/ ever be Il ovelier than this.
Then the night came and the storm. The path was dark. Her children shook with fear and cold. The
mot her drew them close and covered them with her mant

not afrai d , for you are near. We know no harm can come. 0

brightness of day, for | have taught my children cour a
And when the morning came, there was a hill ahead. The children climbed and grew weary, and the

mother was weary al so. But at al l times she said to he

So the children climbed, and when they reached the to

you, Mot her . 0 The mother, whgbeh, sheoka¢g dpwatthhe 8t a

better day than the last, for my children have learned fortitude in the face of hardness. Yesterday I

gave them courage. Today | have given them strength. o
The day to follow brought strange clouds whi ch darkened the earth T clouds of war, hate and evil.

The children groped and stumbl ed, and the mother said

children lo oked and saw above the clouds an everlasting glory, and it guided them beyond the darknes S.

That night the mother said, AiThis is the best day of a
As the days went on T weeks, months, years 1 the mother grew sick. She became weak and tired.

Her children were by now tall and strong. They walked wit h courage. When the way was hard, they

helped their Mother, and when the way was rough, they lifted her, for she was light as a feather.
At last they came to a hill, and beyond the hill they could see a shining road and golden gates flung

open wi de. The mother said, fi have r el&novwteatitheteldés befterd o
than the beginning, for my children can walk a |l one, and their children afte
AiYou will always walk with us, Mother, even when you h

They stood and watched her as she went on alone, the gates closing after her. The children said,
fi V@ cannot see her, but she is with us still. A mother like ours is not a memory. She is a living
presence. 0

Teach your children well and you will walk with them always.

Annual Church Picnic

Sunday, June 13, 2010 T 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. T Merrill Park
Come One 1 Come All !
Join us for the Annual Church Picnic on Sunday, June 13, 2010 from 12:00 noon to
5:00 p.m. at Grove 1B in Merril!l Par k. There wildl be

and lots of fun and fellowship for young and old alike.

The Membership Care Committee will supply hot dogs, hamburgers, rolls and drinks.
There will be a sign  -up sheet at the back of the Sanctuary for other fo ods
(salads, dessert, fruit, etc.)
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