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The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. (James 5:16b) 

 

     On a recent afternoon, a woman stopped by the church seeking an emergency supply of food. Her 

surname, “Prayer,” caught me so off guard, I instantly forgot her first name. She said she’d survived 

two brain aneurysms and had a tube permanently implanted in her head. When she told me her last 

name I said, “It works,” meaning, prayer works. She agreed and said she believes in the power of 

prayer. 

  

     I must admit to feeling a bit self-conscious writing this piece. That’s because I’m no expert on 

prayer. I remember one of my favorite seminary professors saying that he didn’t know how to pray. 

This shocked me because I’d always appreciated how real and heartfelt his prayers were, and how 

humbly he offered them. The truth is, I don’t know how to pray either, and I know I don’t pray often 
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enough. Yet, I’m convinced that John Calvin was right when in his Institutes of the Christian Religion he 

wrote of “prayer, which is the chief exercise of faith, and by which we daily receive God’s benefits.”1 

  

     This congregation surely has its prayer warriors who intercede for and with our flock, for Christ’s 

Church, and the world. Among them are probably some whose spontaneous prayers roll off their 

tongues like poetry; others’ prayers may be sprinkled with Scripture. Still others’ prayers may be 

notable for their simplicity, or for the humility, yet boldness and sincerity with which they’re offered. 

Some people’s minds scramble when asked to pray spontaneously in public; given time, they can 

compose eloquent written prayers. 

  

     Having said all that, the good news is that God doesn’t care about such external things that can so 

easily distract us. God doesn’t grade our prayers. What’s important to God is that we pray—that we 

approach God with an attitude of reverence, humility, and submission, confessing our sins before God 

and seeking God’s mercy and forgiveness. God wants us to acknowledge with thanksgiving the myriad 

of ways God so graciously blesses us. Last but not least, God is waiting to shower us with blessings, if 

we’d only ask for that which God wills to give us. How do we know what God wills to give us? Prayerfully 

seeking God’s will as we read and study God’s written word, Scripture, is one way. Spending intimate 

moments with God in prayer sanctified by the Holy Spirit is another. We may often overlook listening as 

we pray — for the guidance, conviction, and grace of God through the Holy Spirit. Room must be left for 

silence in our prayers. 

 

     I was speaking with a friend recently who lamented how many Christians flit about doing the work of 

the church in their own strength, and for whatever reason don’t seek God’s face in prayer. She 

remarked how weak church’s witness is in such cases, leaving untapped the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

     Calvin talks about the importance of prayer in times of difficulty, how rough times can draw us to 

God, whose counsel we otherwise might not seek. Times of transition are at least as challenging for 

churches as they are for individuals. As we go about Christ’s work in this time of transition, trust that 

“the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 

intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of 

the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God” (Rom. 8:26-27). 

Lord, teach us to pray (Luke 11:1).  

 

- Bob 

  

 

 

   

Stream Lines Information 
 

The deadline for the June 2013 issue of Stream Lines will be 

Wednesday, May 22, 2013 at 12:00 noon. 

 

Remember to email your articles to: 

 

Susan Smolsky at streamlines@comcast.net 

From the 

Editor  
   

     The June issue will be available for pickup in the Sanctuary on Sunday, June 2, 2013.  It will also be 

available for online reading and printing before the same date. 

 

     If you are receiving a paper copy and would like to view the newsletter in color, please visit 

http://avenelpresbyterianchurch.org/newsletter.  All online issues are in color. 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, Vol. 2, Book III, Chapter XX, (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press), p. 850.  
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New Members Received 

 

During the morning worship services on Easter Sunday, March 31, 2013,  

seven new members publicly professed their faith in Jesus Christ and  

were received into the fellowship and ministry of our church. 
 

We welcome as members of the church and servants of God: 
 

Confirmation Class: 

Anna Hallenbeck, Cheyanne Kerchner, Matthew 

Sternesky and William Walsh, Jr. 
 

Membership Class: 

Diana Atakora, Justin and Heather Kooy 
  

 
 

 
 

 

Vacation Bible School 2013 
 

JULY 22-26 

9:00 A.M. – 12:15 P.M. 

 

Kingdom Rock:  Where Kids Stand Strong for God! 

 

Opportunities to Serve 

 

     VBS is in the planning stages.  We’re excited about our adventures in 

Kingdom Rock “Where Kids Stand Strong for God!” 

     We are asking for people to serve and help make our VBS the wonderful program it has been in 

previous years.  If you serve, I know you will find it a rewarding experience. 

     Mark your calendars and keep the dates of July 22-26 available.  Just call Carolyn Gilligan and she’ll 

sign you up! 

     Thank you for your continued support of our youth! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptism signifies the faithfulness of God, the washing away of sin, rebirth, putting on the fresh garment 

of Christ, being sealed by God’s Spirit, adoption into the covenant family of the Church, and the 

resurrection and illumination in Christ.  - Book of Order W-2.3004 

 

On Sunday, March 31, 2013, TYLER MICHAEL KOOY was baptized by Rev. Robert C. Louer, III during 

the morning worship service, and Tyler’s parents, Justin and Heather, as well as the congregation, 

committed themselves to nurture this child in faith. 

 

Sir Valiant 
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Annual Church Picnic 
 

Sunday, June 9, 2013 

12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. at Merrill Park 

 

 

Come One – Come All! 

 

Join us for the Annual Church Picnic on Sunday, June 9, 2013 from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. at Grove 

3C in Merrill Park.  There will be children’s games, adult games, and lots of fun and fellowship for young 

and old alike. 

 

The Membership Care Committee will supply hot dogs, hamburgers, rolls and drinks. There will be a 

sign-up sheet at the back of the Sanctuary for other foods (salads, dessert, fruit, etc.). 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

DAY OF 

ASCENSION 

 

 

Thursday 

May 9, 2013 

 

 

 

 
Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all 

creation.  Mark 16:15 (NIV) 
 

TRINITY SUNDAY 

May 26, 2013 

 

 
 

Honor and celebrate the doctrine of the Holy 

Trinity – the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

   

 

 

 

On Sunday, April 7, 2013, Cheyanne Kerchner was awarded the Mayor’s 

Youth Volunteer award! 

 

She was nominated by our Christian Education Committee for her 

dedication to the Lord working through the Sunday School office, helping in 

classes when needed, volunteering with Toddler Care and Adventures in 

Worship, VBS, and as an active member of Sunday School and Youth Fellowship.  Cheyanne also has 

volunteered within the community.  

 

Congratulations Cheyanne on being recognized by the Mayor for all your work! 

 

If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part  

rejoices with it.  I Corinthians 12:26 (NIV) 
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Youth Fundraiser 
 

Sunday, May 5, 2013 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

 

Tickets:  $8.00 for ages 13+ and $5.00 for ages 4-12 

 

Come one, come all to a wonderful Mexican Fiesta to support our Youth 

Group Mission Trip to Shamokin, PA this coming summer. All food is 

homemade and totally enjoyable. We will be serving fajita chicken, taco 

beef, rice, peppers and onions, nachos, salsa, and a huge salad bar with all the fixings for taco salad 

and taco fillings. We will have dessert and beverages too! You can purchase tickets in advance through 

Charlene Ragan.   

 

 

 

   

May Friendship Day 

Friday, May 3, 2013 

 

 

A Celebration by Presbyterian Women, an 

independent organization of the PC(USA) 
 

Mother’s Day 

Sunday, May 12, 2013 

 

 

When you were small and just a touch away, I 

covered you with blankets against the cold night 

air. But now that you are tall and out of reach, I 

fold my hands and cover you with prayer. 
 

   

 

 

 

Wednesday Evening Study and  

Discussion Group 

 

Begins April 17, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in JMH 

 

Is your soul parched? Are you thirsty to know God? Why not 

come drink in God’s living and active Word at “Oasis”, our Wednesday 

evening study and discussion of the previous Sunday’s scripture 

readings. It just might be the refreshment you need. Edible 

refreshments provided too! 

 

We will meet in Jacob Morgan Hall with Rev. Bob on Wednesday evenings  

beginning April 17th at 7:00 p.m. for 6 weeks. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2013 
 

JULY 22-26 
9:00 A.M. TO 12:15 P.M. 

 

ALL CHILDREN 3 YEARS OLD AND POTTY TRAINED 

THROUGH 5TH
 GRADE 

 
COME AND LEARN OF GOD’S LOVE! 

 

MUSIC, CRAFTS, SNACKS AND MORE! 

 

SIGN UP NOW! 
 

July 22nd-July 26th   

First Presbyterian Church of Avenel 

621 E. Woodbridge Avenue 

Avenel, NJ 07001 

732-634-1631 

Children 3 years old and potty trained through 5th grade 
 

KINGDOM ROCK 
 

REGISTER BY JULY 5, 2013 
 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

 

Child’s Name: __________________________________________________________M/F__________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Birthday _______________________________        Grade completed in June: ___________________ 

 

Parent/guardian: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone: ___________________________        Cell Phone: _______________________________ 

 

Emergency Contact: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Allergies: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I give the church permission to use my child’s photograph on the church’s website.  _____Yes _____No 
 

     
 

Return completed form to the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel, 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue, Avenel, NJ, 07001 
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62nd Annual Observance of the 

National Day of Prayer 
 

Thursday, May 2, 2013 

 

2013 Theme:  PRAY FOR AMERICA 

 

“In His name the nations will put their hope.”  -Matthew 12:21 

 

The National Day of Prayer is an annual event for Americans of all faiths to take time to pray for our 

nation and its leaders.  At this crucial time for our nation, we can do nothing more important than pray. 

As a sign of unity, the NDP Task Force is asking people to pray the Prayer for the Nation at 12:00 noon 

on Thursday, May 2, 2013, wherever they are.  This recitation will create a huge wave of prayer, flowing 

from one coast to the other, illustrating the unity of God’s people and acknowledging His dominion over 

the circumstances facing us.  

 

PRAYER FOR THE NATION (2013) 

by Pastor Greg Laurie – 2013 Honorary Chairman 

 

Father, we come to You to pray for our nation, the United States of America. 

 

How You have blessed us through the years, Lord! We rightly sing, “America, America, God shed His 

grace on thee.” Yet we see trouble in our culture today. We see the breakdown of the family, crippling 

addictions, and random acts of horrific violence. 

 

Lord, we need Your help in America. In recent days, we have done our best to remove Your Word and 

Your counsel from our courtrooms, classrooms and culture. It seems, as President Lincoln once said, 

that we have “forgotten God.” But Lord, You have not forgotten us! You can bless and help and revive 

our country again. 

 

Scripture tells us that “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people” (Proverbs 

14:34). Lord, in Your mercy, we ask that You would exalt our country again. We have had a number of 

great awakenings in America. We have experienced times of refreshing, and revivals that changed not 

only the spiritual but also the moral landscape. As the psalmist said, “Will You not revive us again, so 

that Your people may rejoice in You?” (Psalm 85:6) 

 

That is our prayer for America today, Lord. Send a mighty spiritual awakening that will turn the hearts 

of men and women, boys and girls back to you. You have told us if we will humble ourselves and pray, 

and seek Your face and turn from our wicked ways, that You will forgive our sins and heal our land. (2 

Chronicles 7:14) 

 

Forgive us today, Lord, and heal this troubled land that we love so much. 

 

We ask all of this in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 
 

 



[8] 
 

 

 

Father’s Day Remembrances 

 

     Father’s Day, this year June 16, 2013, is a day to honor and remember that special man in our lives 

that we call “Dad.”  This year, we invite you to honor your father, grandfather, or that special person 

you honor on Father’s Day, with a gift to our Father’s Day Collection. The funds raised during this year’s 

collection will be donated to the Johnsonburg Camp Capital Funds Improvement Project.  

     Please fill out the form below and return it to the Church Office at 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue, 

Avenel, NJ, 07001, together with your check made payable to the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel.  

You may also place these items in the offering plate.  Please write “Father’s Day Remembrance” on your 

envelope and check.  
 

Donations will not be accepted after Sunday, June 9, 2013 

 

 

Please Print Clearly 

 

Your Name(s): 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

 

Phone:  ______________________________  Amount Enclosed:  $_____________________________ 

 

 

In Memory of: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

                      _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

                      _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

In Honor of:    _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

                      _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

                      _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

  

One Nation – One Moment 
 

Observe the National Moment of Remembrance 

 at 3:00 p.m. local time, Memorial Day, May 31, 2013 

 

     On Memorial Day, we pay tribute to those who have paid the ultimate price 

to defend the United States and the principles upon which America was founded.        

     Alone or with family and friends, honor our country’s fallen by observing the 

Moment at 3 p.m. local time on Memorial Day, May 31, 2013. Stop wherever you 

are and pause to think about those who paid for our freedom with their lives.   
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PBS National Memorial Day Concert 2013 
Sunday, May 26, 2013 at 8:00 p.m. 

 

     The 2013 National Memorial Day Concert, featuring the National Symphony Orchestra, 

will be broadcast live on PBS stations nationwide on Sunday, May 26 from 8:00 p.m. to 

9:30 pm. EDT (check your local listings) in High Definition.   

     The concert is also broadcast live via American Forces Network to nearly 1 million American service 

men and women, Department of Defense civilians and their families stationed at bases overseas in 175 

countries, and aboard 140 U.S. Navy ships at sea. 

 

    This unique program, featuring uplifting musical performances, documentary footage and dramatic 

readings, honors all Americans who have served or made the ultimate sacrifice for our country. 

  

 

 

 

Stewardship Committee Newsletter 
 

Minutes of the Stewardship Committee Meeting 

Held on April 9, 2013 

 

The meeting was opened with prayer by Wayne Dubin. 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP ISSUES 

  

Nothing to report. 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Ed Benkert reported that the net for March was $-3,431.20, which decreased our 2013 YTD balance to 

$-2,266.44. In March we had to pay our semi-annual sewer bill and our 3 month water bill which 

amounted to $2,100.00.  Also in March, a one-time fund transfer of $1,335.63 was transferred out of 

the General Fund and into the new committed Ladies’ Tea fund account. 

 

The recommendation to Session that all purchases must be approved by the appropriate Committee 

Chairperson before ordering and quantities must reflect the current quantity needed was approved by 

Session. 

 

 

PROPERTY CARE ISSUES 

 

Lawn Maintenance 

 

Bruce will check with Bruce McKee, Jr., to get an estimate for this year’s lawn maintenance.  Gary will 

also check with his contacts to get an estimate for this year’s lawn maintenance.  The estimates should 

include cutting, edging and clean-up for the entire property, including the Manse. 

 

CE Building 

 

1.  Gary will talk with Pezz Electric - may be interested in working as an on-call electrician for us.   

2.  Wayne will get a price on both a 4 yard and 2 yard dumpster to replace the one behind the gym.  

The old one must be taken away. 
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3.  Jake had Spark Electric fix the light switch by JMH which worked the spotlights in the parking lot. 

 

Sanctuary 

1.  The bleed valve in the Sacristy area hot water system is corroded.  There is heat right now.  To be 

reviewed in May/June timeframe.  

2.  Two 95 gallon wheeled garbage and recycling cans are at the Sanctuary.  Must determine when and 

who will put them out.   

3.  The No Parking sign was found on the ground.  Will address at the 4/27 Spring Clean-Up. 

4.  Lights on church stone wall sign are not working - fixed by Jake and Rich. 

5.  Wayne will get a Susan Magnolia to replace the original Magnolia tree on Sanctuary lawn. 

6.  Gary will talk with Pezz Electric about putting up a spotlight on the Sanctuary to light up the parking 

lot. 

7.  Lights in Sanctuary need a scissor lift to be fixed.  Gary will check with Pezz Electric. 

 

Quiet Room 

Ceiling in back far left corner of room has water damage from a leak that has been fixed. 

 

Gym 

1.  Jake had Spark Electric change the ballast in the gym and the lights are working. 

2.  Back doors to parking lot are not closing properly - metal aluminum bar is bent. 

 

Little Fiddler 

1.  Clean-up furnace room in classroom in Westminster Hall (Head Start). Will need to clean with bleach, 

paint and replace some sheetrock.  Bruce spoke with his son - need to wait for Little Fiddler to be out of 

building - July issue 

2.  Sump pump in Room 6 is unplugged.  Bruce checked and there is no problem with sump pump. – 

done. 

 

Annual Spring Clean-up 

Date set for Saturday, April 27th.  Recommendation approved. 

 

Manse 

1.  The metal topper on the chimney fell off during hurricane Sandy. 

2.  Manse electric problems (possibly addressed by Pezz). 

 

Chapel 

1.  Rich will contact Lanky’s to glaze the windows since the weather has warmed up. 

2.  Some of the slate from the Chapel roof has fallen off. 

3.  Light bulb that shines on Chapel window needs to be replaced (possible job for Pezz).  

 

Can Trailer 

Wayne will check if his office has welder that can fix can trailer and the door in JMH. 

 

 

BUILDING USAGE ISSUES 

Request received from New Jersey Pirates Basketball Club to use the gym from spring through summer 

on Wednesday nights for 2 hours. 

 

 

The meeting was closed in prayer by Rev. Bob Louer. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Gay Patrouch 

 

Committee Members:  Frank Battito, Ed Benkert, Rich Culton, Wayne Dubin, Charlie Kurowsky,  

Bruce McKee, Gay Patrouch, Joan Ross and Gary Stevenson 
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Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and 

Their Families 

 

Lauren Hansen, Jeffrey Hansen, Bryan Palmer, 

Edward Merz, Jovan Diaz, Anthony Battito, 

Michael Warren, Lauren K. Pfeifer, Amy Updike, 

Robert Bartko, Rev. Adam Tietje, Daniel Hedner 

 

 

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE. 

SOMEBODY PAID. 

 

 
 

Eleanor Smith and Toni Anderson 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

To add someone to this list, please 

call the Church Office at 

732-634-1631 

 

Recent Concerns 
 

George Terebush, Suzanne Hatatah, Gary (friend 

of Suzanne Hatatah) Robbie Olah, Jake Ryan Kost 

(Don and Carolyn Gilligan’s grandson), Thomas 

Kurzeja (Elaine and JT’s son), Kieran Michael 

Chiera (familly friends of Betty Hulsizer)  

 

Health and Healing 
 

Dot and Pete Allebach, Scott Severyn, Maureen 

Nielsen, Harry Musselman, Jennifer Perez, Eugene 

Breza 

 

Those with On-Going Long-Term Concerns 
 

Ann Marie Carola (friend of John and Linda 

Guarracino), Nancy Leclair (sister of Shirley 

Benkert), Jennifer Perez, Diana Dydak, Esther 

Nielsen, Josephine DeVito (mother of Carol 

Palmer), Tessa Campbell (niece of Arleen 

Schreiber) 

   

 

  

 

Christian Reflections 
 

The Gift 

 

     Once upon a time there was a child ready to be born.  The 

child asked God, “They tell me you are sending me to earth 

tomorrow, but how am I going to live there being so small and 

helpless?”  God replied, “Among the many angels, I chose one 

for you.  Your angel will be waiting for you and will take care of 

you.”           

     The child further inquired, “But tell me, Lord, here in heaven I don’t have to do anything but sing 

and smile to be happy.”  God said, “Your angel will sing for you and will also smile for you every day.  

And you will feel your angel’s love and be very happy.” 

     Again the child asked, “And how am I going to be able to understand when people talk to me if I 

don’t know the language?”  God said, “Your angel will tell you the most beautiful and sweet words you 

will ever hear, and with much patience and care, your angel will teach you how to speak.” 

     “And what am I going to do when I want to talk to you.”  God said, “Your angel will place your hands 

together and will teach you how to pray.” 

     “But I will always be sad because I will not see you anymore.” “Your angel will always talk to you 

about me and will teach you the way to come back to me, even though I will always be next to you. 

     At that moment there was much peace in heaven, but voices from Earth could be heard and the 

child hurriedly asked, “God, if I am to leave now, please tell me my angel’s name.” 

     “Her name is not important.  You will simply call her Mom.” 

  



[12] 
 

 

   

 

 
 

May Memory Verse 
 

Psalm 91:4 (NIV) 

 

He will cover you with his feathers, and under his 

wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be 

your shield and rampart. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thought of the Month 
 

Tears are prayers too.  

They travel to God when we can't speak. 

 

 

 

 

 

Transferred to the Church 
Triumphant 

 
April 2013 – Helen A. Ackermann, mother of 

our friend and church member, Fran Henry. 

Please keep Fran and her family in your prayers. 

 
 

 

 

May Birthdays 
 

If there are any omissions 

or errors in the May 

birthday list, please contact 

the Church Office at 732-

634-1631. Thank you! 

 
 

02  Belinda Kerchner 

05  Rich Culton, Fran Henry, Laura Meehan 

06  Delia Culton 

07  Rachael Haggerty 

08  Jan Gagnon 

10  Michael R. Howell, Rebecca Tarby, Chioma 

      Usuwa 

13  Huguette Exantus, William Walsh, Jr. 

15  Jake Stockl 

16  Heather Rienzo 

18  Lacey Fowler 

19  Anthony Battito, Matthew Haggerty, Caitlin 

      Meehan 

21  Bill Morgan, Jr. 

22  Matthew McCann, Jr. 

23  Kayla Fowler 

24  Wayne Collins, Hanna Culton, Ryan Miller 

26  Wayne Dubin, Melissa Miller, Jerry Sternesky, 

      Jr. 

27  Jamie Sterlacci 

28  Marie Bertram 

30  Rosemarie Eckhardt, Hailey Sammartino 

31  Krista Hallenbeck, Mary Ann Lombardi 

 

 

 

 
 

Every spring is the only spring – a perpetual 

astonishment! 

 

- Ellis Peters 
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Pastor Nominating Committee 
 

     PNC Update (Week of April 14) – The PNC held its first 

scheduled phone interview with a pastor candidate and will 

hold phone interviews with additional candidates in the coming 

weeks. 

     The Committee, comprised of Ed Benkert, Delia Culton, 

Wayne Dubin, Elaine Ferrie, Carolyn Gilligan, Christian 

Marshello, Bruce McKee, Kevin Miller, Melissa Miller and 

Carolyn Stevenson, is very optimistic of the selection process 

so far. 

     Please feel free to give any comments or feedback you have to any of these individuals. We welcome 

your comments.   

  

 

 

 

                  In Our Denomination 

Older Adult Sunday - May 5, 2013 
Older Adult Week - May 5-11, 2013 
 

   Each year the Presbyterian Church (USA) designates the first Sunday in May as 

Older Adult Sunday, and the first week in May as Older Adult Week. The church planning calendar 

designates this time to acknowledge older adults as one of the gifts with which God has blessed us.  We 

dedicate this week to older adults because they are the backbone of our church, our nation and the 

world.  Older adults represent the gifts of wisdom gained through living a life in faith, hope through hard 

times lived with perseverance, and generosity in loving and stewardship.  Older Adult Week is a moment 

to make a special effort to let our elders know they are cared for, loved, and never forgotten. 
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   Take time to recognize, honor and pray for older church members on Older Adult Sunday, May 5, and 

throughout the week.  Give thanks for the lives of older adults and the gifts they bring to the 

congregation.  Recognize the courage it takes to stop driving, to accept assistance, to give up a home, 

and to depend on family and friends.  Pray also for strength and courage for those who provide care for 

older persons. 

 

 

Presbyterian Heritage Sunday 
Sunday, May 26, 2013 
 

   Presbyterian Heritage Sunday is supported by the Presbyterian Historical Society and has been set 

aside by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) as an annual day to celebrate, reflect 

upon and learn more about the long and rich history of the Presbyterian movement in America. 

 

   The theme for Presbyterian Heritage Sunday 2013 is “Communion Tokens.” 

 

   Communion tokens were a familiar feature of Presbyterian worship in past centuries.  The practice 

was brought to colonial America from Scotland.  Most colonial congregations celebrated the Lord’s 

Supper once or twice a year.  A day or more before the communion service, the pastor and elders 

questioned the members of their congregation about their beliefs and behavior.  Only those who showed 

adequate knowledge of the faith and were deemed to be living upright lives received tokens.  During the 

communion service, communicants came forward and sat at long tables where they turned in their 

tokens and received the elements. 

   Most tokens were cast or stamped out of lead or pewter, but other materials were used including 

printed paper, ceramic and wood.  Tokens of the 1700s tended to be plain – even crude – and were 

marked with the initials of the church or the pastor.  An exception is the card token used by Rev. 

Samuel Davies in his Virginia congregation, one of the few known paper tokens of that era.  In the 

1800s, some churches adopted more elaborate designs, including Biblical references and symbols. 

   In the Presbyterian Church (USA), the use of tokens began to decline after 1825.  By 1860, most 

congregations no longer used them.  More conservative denominations – such as the United 

Presbyterian Church of North America and Reformed Presbyterians – often used tokens into the late 

1800s and early 1900s.  In recent decades, many churches have minted tokens as souvenirs for special 

celebrations and anniversary observances.   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Graduations, 

Honors and 

Awards 

 

 

 

That time of the year is fast approaching for 

graduations, honors and awards.  Please email 

the information that you would like published in 

the June or July/August issues of Stream 

Lines to streamlines@comcast.net. 

 
 

 

Church Office Closed 

May 27, 2013 

 

 
 

The Church Office will be closed on Monday,  

May 27, 2013 for the Memorial Day holiday. 

 
 

   

OFFICE HOURS 
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