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AND I’M PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN, WHERE AT LEAST I KNOW I’M FREE.  
AND I WON’T FORGET THE MEN WHO DIED, WHO GAVE THAT  

RIGHT TO ME. – Lee Greenwood 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Pastor 
 
 

May 2014 

 

TWO SIMPLE QUESTIONS 

 

But what about you…Who do you say that I am? – Matthew 

16:15, Mark 8:29, Luke 9:20 

 

For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 

lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel will 

save it.  –Mark 8:35 

 

 

Easter greetings, fellow sojourners. Resurrection Sunday has 

passed. On we go, one step at a time. We move forward 

together, as people of the Way (a name given to Jesus’ followers 

after His resurrection and ascension, Acts 9:2, 24:14). 

 

To be a person of the Way, to be Christian, is to follow Christ. To 

follow Christ is to have one’s primary identity (actually, one’s 

only identity) in and with Him. If to be “Christ ones” is to draw 

one’s primary identity from Christ, one must be able to answer 

the question of who He is. The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and 

Luke all record that Jesus, after asking His disciples who others 

said He was, asked them point blank, “But what about you...Who 

do you say that I am?” (my emphasis). Inasmuch as Jesus posed 

that question to His disciples, He poses it to us. In fact, He will 

one day ask everyone who’s ever lived, what about you...who do 

you say that I am? So then, who do you say Jesus is? 

 

Take this question seriously. Ponder it, but please don’t only 

think about it. In other words, don’t just come up with some 

abstract “head” answer. Develop a head and heart answer that’s 

personal and relational, one that reveals who Jesus is and how 

you understand and interact with Him. You may discover that 

you 
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you don’t relate to and with Him at all, don’t know Him. Should that happen, you will have to decide 

whether He’s someone you would want to know and relate to. Who knows what answering this question 

might reveal. I’d venture to say, however, it will almost undoubtedly help you. 

 

Now here’s the fun part, and the part that will, in the end, make your having bothered to answer this 

question worthwhile and fruitful. It could even be life-changing. Imagine? You must answer this 

question of who Jesus is to you personally, in just one or two sentences, without any “churchy” 

words or theological lingo/mumbo jumbo. Write your answer down. Wordsmith it; re-work it; 

noodle it. Let it gel for a few days or a week and come back to it. Discuss it with others. However you 

answer though, your agnostic spouse, atheist co-worker, or Hindu neighbor must be able to understand 

it at face value. It’s okay if your answer prompts a person’s curiosity or further questions, but on its 

own, your answer must be crystal clear and easily accessible. Satisfy yourself, wholeheartedly, that your 

answer meets those criteria. 

 

My second simple question for you is just as important as the first, and an extension of it: What 

exactly, IS the Good News, the Gospel? The same criteria for your answer apply. You must answer in 

only one or two sentences (nothing like the 1288-word sentence in William Faulkner’s Absalom, 

Absalom!), and without using any “churchy” words or theological lingo. Again, feel free to let your 

answer marinate. Like a work in progress, periodically revisit and refine it.  

 

To answer these questions you may find it helpful to refer to your Bible. Realize however, that citing a 

proof text as your answer will not do. You must answer in your own words. As for the second question, 

you may find it helpful to read and study 1 Corinthians 15, 2 Corinthians 5, or Ephesians 2. There are, 

of course, scads of other places in Scripture that might be helpful. These are just a few. 

 

It behooves those of us who are followers of the Way to know whom we are following. We also want to 

be able to communicate the Good News that Jesus has called us to join Him in bringing, and even to die 

for. Even a person who’s decided not to follow Christ and proclaim His Gospel will benefit from 

answering these questions. That’s because s/he’ll have put forth the effort to articulate clearly and 

succinctly why s/he’s made that decision. That will be beneficial for discourse with all sorts of folks, 

Christian or not. The most compelling reason to take on this challenge, however, is that Jesus will one 

day ask that same question of every one of us: But what about you? Who do you say that I am? 

 

My intent in challenging you to answer these two simple questions succinctly and clearly is to ignite 

conversations. I wish to spark your own internal dialogue, a dialogue between you and God—Jesus/Holy 

Spirit/Father—a dialogue within this congregation and among the wider Church, and even with the world 

beyond. I hope you’ll accept this challenge. It’s my prayer that all who do, whether or not followers of 

the Way, will be blessed beyond measure. May those who do or wish to follow the Way find it and lead 

others to the way, the truth, and the life in Him. I’d love to hear how you’re doing with this. Happy 

Easter season, my friends! 

 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Bob Louer 

Pastor 
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Stream Lines Information 
 

The deadline for the June 2014 issue of Stream Lines will be 

Wednesday, May 21, 2014 at 12:00 noon. 

 

Remember to email your articles to: 

 

Susan at streamlines@comcast.net 

From the 
Editor  

   

     The June issue will be available for pickup in the Sanctuary on Sunday, June 1, 2014.  It will also be 

available for online reading and printing on or about Wednesday, May 28, 2014. 

 

     If you are receiving a paper copy and would like to view the newsletter in color, please visit 

http://avenelpresbyterianchurch.org/newsletter.  All online issues are in color. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 2014 
 

R E M I N D E R 
 

The National Day of Prayer is being observed on Thursday, May 1, 2014.  

On this day, we, as Christians, will have an opportunity to emphasize 

how important prayer is to ourselves and to the nation. 

 

In observance of this day, the members of the First Presbyterian 

Church of Avenel will gather in front of the Chapel at 12:15 p.m. 

for a short prayer service.  All who are interested are invited to attend. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptism signifies the faithfulness of God, the washing away of sin, rebirth, putting on the fresh garment 

of Christ, being sealed by God’s Spirit, adoption into the covenant family of the Church, and the 

resurrection and illumination in Christ.  - Book of Order W-2.3004 

 

On Sunday, April 13, 2014, JORDAN TIMOTHY SEIK was baptized by Rev. Robert C. Louer, III during 

the morning worship service.  Jordan’s parents, Tonny and Ifke, as well as the congregation, committed 

themselves to nurture this child in faith. 
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63rd Annual Observance of the 

National Day of Prayer 
 

Thursday, May 1, 2014 

 

2014 Theme:  ONE VOICE, UNITED IN PRAYER 

 

“So that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Romans 15:6 

 

The National Day of Prayer is an annual event for Americans of all faiths to take time to pray for our 

nation and its leaders.  At this crucial time for our nation, we can do nothing more important than pray. 

As a sign of unity, the NDP Task Force is asking people to pray the Prayer for the Nation at 12:00 noon 

on Thursday, May 1, 2014, wherever they are.  This recitation will create a huge wave of prayer, flowing 

from one coast to the other, illustrating the unity of God’s people and acknowledging His dominion over 

the circumstances facing us.  

 

PRAYER FOR THE NATION (2014) 

by Pastor Anne Graham Lotz – 2014 Honorary Chairman 

 

Lord of the Universe.  Lord of this planet.  Lord of the nations.  Lord of our hearts.  On this National Day 

of Prayer, we look to You.  In the darkness, You are our Light. In the storm, You are our Anchor. In our 

weakness, You are our Strength. In our grief, You are our Comfort. In our despair, you are our Hope. In 

our confusion, you are our Wisdom. In time of terrorism, You are our Shield. In time of war, You are our 

Peace. In times of uncertainty, You are the Rock on which we stand. 

 

We make our prayer to You using the words of the prophet Daniel: 

O Lord, You are the great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant of love with those who love Him 

and keep His commandments. You are merciful and forgiving. You are righteous, but this day we are 

covered with shame because we have sinned against You, and done wrong. We have turned away from 

Your commands and principles. We have turned away from You. 

 

Yet You have promised in 2 Chronicles 7, that if we – a people identified with You – would humble 

ourselves, pray, seek Your face, and turn from our wicked ways, then You would hear our prayer, 

forgive our sin and heal our land. 

 

So we choose to stop pointing our finger at the sins of others, and examine our own hearts and lives. 

We choose to acknowledge our own sin – our neglect and defiance and ignorance and even rejection of 

You. This day we choose to repent. 

 

In response to our heartfelt repentance, God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Father of Jesus Christ, in 

keeping with all Your righteous acts and according to Your promise, turn away Your anger and Your 

wrath from the United States of America. Hear the prayers and petitions offered to You on this National 

Day of Prayer, as we give You our full attention. Give ear, our God, and hear; open Your eyes and see. 

We do not make requests of You because we are righteous, but because of Your great mercy. 

 

For the glory of Your Name hear our prayer, forgive our sin, and heal our land. 

 

We ask this in the name of Your Son Jesus Christ who offers us salvation from Your judgment, 

forgiveness for our sin, and reconciliation with You through His own blood, shed on the Cross. 

 

Amen. 

 

 



[5] 
 

 
 

Vacation Bible School 2014 
 

JULY 28th thru AUGUST 1st 

9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

 

Weird Animals:  Discover the Unconditional Love of Jesus! 

 
 

Opportunities to Serve 

    
 

VBS is in the planning stages. We’re excited about our adventures in Weird Animals where we will 

learn about the unconditional love of Jesus!  
 

We are asking for people to serve and help make our VBS the wonderful program it has been in 

previous years. If you serve, I know you will find it a rewarding experience. 
  

Mark your calendars and keep the dates of July 28th thru August 1st available. See Carolyn Gilligan  

and she’ll sign you up. 
  

Thank you for your continued support of our youth! 

 

 
 
 

Clerk’s Corner 
Notes from Session 

 

 A joint worship service with the Indonesian Christian Church will be 

held on Pentecost Sunday, June 8, 2014 with an international pot 

luck dinner to follow in Jacob Morgan Hall (pending approval by the 

Session of the Indonesian Church). 
 

 Our annual Spring Clean-Up will be held on Saturday, May 3, 2014 beginning at 9:00 am. 
 

 Our newly formed Women’s Fellowship, led by Lisa Fowler, will be meeting the 4th Tuesday of each 

month in Jacob Morgan Hall from 7:30-9:00 pm. 
 

 Plans are being made for a church picnic….stay tuned! 

 

 
 
  

ANNUAL SPRING CLEAN-UP DAY 

 

Saturday, May 3, 2014 

 

Spring is such a joyous time of the year.  It’s a time of renewal and rebirth.  

Come be a part of it all by participating in our Annual Spring Clean-Up Day 

on Saturday, May 3, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  We need 

everyone’s help and no job is too small. 
 

Let’s work together to spruce up our church property and enjoy a day of 

fellowship, exercise and fresh air.  Free refreshments will be served! 

  

 

Iggy 



[6] 
 

 
 

MEXICAN FIESTA NIGHT 
YOUTH MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER 

 

R E M I N D E R 
 

Sunday, May 4, 2014 

Doors Open at 4:00 p.m. – Serve Until 6:00 p.m. 

 

Tickets: 
 

Adults 13-99 - $8.00     Children 3-12 - $5.00 

                                          Under 3 and Over 99 – Free 

                                          Tickets can be pre-purchased or bought at the door. 

 

Menu: 
 

Mexican Favorites (Tacos, Fajitas, Black Beans, Rice, etc.), 

Salad Bar, Desserts and Beverages 

 

All proceeds go to benefit the Youth Mission Trip to Tioga Center, New York in July. 

 

 
 
 

 

Graduations, 

Honors and Awards 

 

That time of the year is fast approaching for graduations, honors and awards.  

Please email the information that you would like published in the June or 

July/August issues of Stream Lines to Susan at streamlines@comcast.net. 

 

 
 
  

DOWN THE ROAD . . . . .  
 

 

 National Day of Prayer - Thursday, May 1, 2014 

 May Friendship Day – Friday, May 2, 2014 

 Older Adult Week Begins – Sunday, May 4-10, 2014 

 Bersey Scholarship Fund Presentation – Sunday, May 4, 2014 

 Youth Sunday – Sunday, May 4, 2014 

 Youth Fundraiser (Mexican Fiesta Night) - Sunday, May 4, 2014 

 Mother’s Day – Sunday, May 11, 2014 

 Senior Dinner – Wednesday, May 14, 2014 

 Presbyterian Heritage Sunday – Sunday, May 25, 2014 

 Memorial Day Observed – Monday, May 26, 2014 

 Day of Ascension – Thursday, May 29, 2014 

 Youth Fundraiser (Car Wash) – Sunday, June 1, 2014 

 Pentecost Sunday – Sunday, June 8, 2014 

 Father’s Day – Sunday, June 15, 2014 

 Trinity Sunday – Sunday, June 15, 2014 
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May Friendship Day 

Friday, May 2, 2014 

 

 
 

A friend loves at all times. 

Proverbs 17:17 
 

Mother’s Day 

Sunday, May 11, 2014 

 

 

There is only one pretty child in the world,  

and every mother has it. 
 

   

 

  

PBS National Memorial Day Concert 2014 
Sunday, May 25, 2014 at 8:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

 

     The 2014 National Memorial Day Concert, featuring the National Symphony Orchestra 

and hosted by Joe Mantegna and Gary Sinise, will be broadcast live on PBS stations 

nationwide on Sunday, May 25 from 8:00 p.m. to 9:30 pm. EDT (check your local listings) 

in High Definition. 
  

     The concert is also broadcast live via American Forces Network to nearly 1 million American service 

men and women, Department of Defense civilians and their families stationed at bases overseas in 175 

countries, and aboard 140 U.S. Navy ships at sea. 
 

    This unique program, featuring uplifting musical performances, documentary footage and dramatic 

readings, honors all Americans who have served or made the ultimate sacrifice for our country. 

  

 

   

Day of Ascension 

Thursday, May 29, 2014 

 

 
 

Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all 

creation.  Mark 16:15 (NIV) 
 

Church Office Closed 

Monday, May 26, 2014 

 

 
 

The Church Office will be closed on Monday,  

May 26, 2014 for the Memorial Day holiday. 
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One Nation – One Moment 
 

Observe the National Moment of Remembrance 

 at 3:00 p.m. local time, Memorial Day, May 26, 2014 

 

     On Memorial Day, we pay tribute to those who have paid the ultimate price 

to defend the United States and the principles upon which America was founded.        

     Alone or with family and friends, honor our country’s fallen by observing the 

Moment at 3 p.m. local time on Memorial Day, May 26, 2014. Stop wherever you 

are and pause to think about those who paid for our freedom with their lives.   

  

 
 
 

Father’s Day Remembrances 

 

     Father’s Day, this year June 15, 2014, is a day to honor and remember that special man in our lives 

that we call “Dad.”  This year, we invite you to honor your father, grandfather, or that special person 

you honor on Father’s Day, with a gift to our Father’s Day Collection. The funds raised during this year’s 

collection will be donated to the Johnsonburg Camp Capital Funds Improvement Project.  

     Please fill out the form below and return it to the Church Office at 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue, 

Avenel, NJ, 07001, together with your check made payable to the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel.  

You may also place these items in the offering plate.  Please write “Father’s Day Remembrance” on your 

envelope and check.  
 

Donations will not be accepted after Sunday, June 8, 2014 

 
 

Please Print Clearly 

 

Your Name(s): 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

 

Phone:  ______________________________  Amount Enclosed:  $_____________________________ 

 

 

In Memory of: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

                      _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

                      _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of:    _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

                      _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

                      _______________________________________________________________________ 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2014 
 

JULY 28TH
 – AUGUST 1ST

  
9:00 A.M. TO 12:15 P.M. 

 

ALL CHILDREN 3 YEARS OLD AND POTTY TRAINED 

THROUGH 5TH
 GRADE 

 

COME AND LEARN OF GOD’S LOVE! 
 

MUSIC, CRAFTS, SNACKS AND MORE! 

 

SIGN UP NOW! 
 

July 28th – August 1st   

First Presbyterian Church of Avenel 

621 E. Woodbridge Avenue | Avenel, NJ 07001 | 732-634-1631 

Children 3 years old and potty trained through 5th grade 
 

WEIRD ANIMALS 
 

REGISTER BY JULY 11, 2014 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

 

Child’s Name: __________________________________________________________M/F__________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Birthday _______________________________        Grade completed in June: ___________________ 

 

Parent/guardian: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone: ___________________________        Cell Phone: ______________________________ 

 

Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Emergency Contact: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Allergies: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I give the church permission to use my child’s photograph on the church’s website.  _____Yes _____No 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Axl Fern Milton Shred Iggy 

 
Return completed form to the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel, 621 E. Woodbridge Avenue, Avenel, NJ, 07001 
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                  In Our Denomination 

Older Adult Sunday - May 4, 2014 
Older Adult Week - May 4-10, 2014 
 

   Each year the Presbyterian Church (USA) designates the first Sunday in May as 

Older Adult Sunday, and the first week in May as Older Adult Week. The church planning calendar 

designates this time to acknowledge older adults as one of the gifts with which God has blessed us.  We 

dedicate this week to older adults because they are the backbone of our church, our nation and the 

world.  Older adults represent the gifts of wisdom gained through living a life in faith, hope through hard 

times lived with perseverance, and generosity in loving and stewardship.  Older Adult Week is a moment 

to make a special effort to let our elders know they are cared for, loved, and never forgotten. 
 

   Take time to recognize, honor and pray for older church members on Older Adult Sunday, May 4, and 

throughout the week.  Give thanks for the lives of older adults and the gifts they bring to the 

congregation.  Recognize the courage it takes to stop driving, to accept assistance, to give up a home, 

and to depend on family and friends.  Pray also for strength and courage for those who provide care for 

older persons. 

 
 

Presbyterian Heritage Sunday 
Sunday, May 25, 2014 
 

   Presbyterian Heritage Sunday is supported by the Presbyterian Historical Society and has been set 

aside by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) as an annual day to celebrate, reflect 

upon and learn more about the long and rich history of the Presbyterian movement in America. 

 

The theme for Presbyterian Heritage Sunday 2014 is 

 

“Christian Education for the                    Generation.” 

 

Christian education in the late 1960s fundamentally changed its approach to youth. More than just 

adopting the design habits of the day, the curricula strove for empathy rather than attempting to pull 

adolescents into the behavioral modes of adults. 
 

By far the hippest proponent of youth-centered Christian education was Dennis C. Benson, director of 

Youth Ministry of the Council of Churches of the Pittsburgh Area. In his The Now Generation (1969), 

Benson identified the barriers between adults and youth as a communication failure. Just as Christ 

spoke in the “accent and cadence of the common tongue,” so Benson wrote in the culture of the now. 
 

Benson’s Electric Liturgy (1972) followed him as he quit his job because of mental overload – “The 

emotion circuitry of the electric age breaks apart when forced through channels which are too rigid” – 

and prepared a youth liturgy for his church. Along the way, he embraced his relationship to worship as 

performance and as community. 
 

In a different approach, the Rochester Area Council of Churches pooled its efforts in 1968 into Project 

RISK, which undertook youth outreach in storefronts and coffee houses, where adult RISK workers 

made themselves available for conversation. RISK’s 1969 report, published by Geneva Press as A 

Design for Ecumenical Youth Ministry, made clear that the work of plain listening was difficult, and that 

the ultimate reward – bringing youth into the fold – was hazily glimpsed. “[Youths’] exodus from the 

church will not be stemmed by an intellectual debate or by any book that presents our theology in ‘hip’ 

terms…. Ours is not to convert, ours is to communicate. A decision is the person’s, and if you will, the 

Spirit’s to make.” 

 

 

NOW 
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A Special Note . . . 

 

to thank you for your thoughts, prayers, calls and cards. 

 

My father, Edward Theodore Tietje, Jr. completed his earthly journey on Tuesday, 

February 11, 2014.  During his 87 years on earth, Dad actively participated in the 

Erwin Valley Christian and Missionary Alliance Church (Gang Mills, NY), the North 

Baptist Church (Corning, NY), the First Baptist Church (Lehigh Acres, FL), and most 

recently at St. John’s United Church of Christ (Red Lion, PA).  In addition to serving 

as a Sunday School teacher, Elder and Deacon, Dad also served on several of the 

church’s governing boards. 
 

A firm believer in the Bible, Ed was very active in the Lehigh Acres, FL Camp of the Gideons 

International, which still seeks to place the Bible in hotels and motels, as well as offering the scriptures 

in many other institutional settings.   
 

Burial will be in the family plot at Fairview Cemetary in Erwin, NY (adjacent to Corning, NY), in May. 
 

Memorial tributes may be directed to the Gideons International Lehigh Acres, FL Camp, c/o Donald 

Espiritu, 2205 Gardenia Way, Lehigh Acres, FL, 33936. 
 

Suzanne Hatatah 

 

 

 

 

CC  HH  AA  NN  GG  EE  
A  

LLIIFFEE  
 

Bring a Friend to Church 
 

 

 

 

Wednesday Evening Study and  

Discussion Group 

 

Resumes Wednesday, April 23, 2014 
 

Is your soul parched? Are you thirsty to know God? Why not 

come drink in God’s living and active Word at “Oasis”, our Wednesday 

evening study and discussion group. It just might be the refreshment 

you need. Edible refreshments provided too! 

 

Oasis meets in the Church Office with Rev. Bob on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. 
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Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and 

Their Families 

 

Robert Bartko, Anthony Battito, Jovan Diaz, 

Lauren Hansen, Jeffrey Hansen, Daniel Hedner, 

Edward Merz, Bryan Palmer, Lauren K. Pfeifer, 

Rev. Adam Tietje, Amy Updike, Michael Warren, 

Rob Zardona 

 

 

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE. 

SOMEBODY PAID. 

 

 

 
 

 

Eleanor Smith and Toni Anderson 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

To add someone to this list, please 

call the Church Office at 

732-634-1631 

 

 

Recent Concerns 
 

Barbara Morgan, Kacie Turnbull, Jane McKee, 

Brody, Shannon and Brian, Bob Toro, The 

Domingo Family  

 
 

Health and Healing 
 

Pete Allebach, Thomas Kurzeja, Harry 

Musselman, Maureen Nielsen, Jennifer Perez 

 
 

Those with On-Going Long-Term Concerns 
 

Tessa Campbell (niece of Arleen Schreiber), Ann 

Marie Carola (friend of John and Linda 

Guarracino), Josephine DeVito (mother of Carol 

Palmer), Diana Dydak, Nancy Leclair (sister of 

Shirley Benkert), Esther Nielsen, Jennifer Perez 

 
 

In Sympathy 
 

Our sympathies to Joan Collins, Wayne Collins, 

Jackie Turnbull and their entire family on the 

passing of Joan’s father and Jackie’s grandfather, 

William A. Trudeau, Jr. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

A Mother’s Prayer 
By: Unknown 

 

Make me a wise mother, O Lord.  Keep me calm and give me patience to 

bear the small irritating things in the daily routine of life.  Give me 

tolerance and understanding to bridge the gulf between my generation 

and that of my children. 

 

Let me not be too ready to guide my children’s stumbling feet, but allow 

me to be ever near to bind their bruises.  Give me a sense of humor that I may laugh with them but 

never at them.   Let me refrain from preaching with words; let me show by example instead. 

  

Keep me from forcing their confidences, but give me a sympathetic ear when my children come to me.  

Make me humble.  Keep my children close to me, O Lord, though miles may separate us.  And let Thy 

light so shine upon me that they, too, will perceive Thy glory.  Amen. 
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Christian Reflections 
 

 

God’s Grace 
By: Author Unknown 

 
 

I did not know His love before 

The way I know it now 

I could not see my need for Him 

My pride would not allow. 

I had it all, without a care 

The “self-sufficient” lie 

My path was smooth, my sea was still 

Not a cloud was in my sky. 

 

I thought I knew His love for me 

I thought I’d seen His grace 

I thought I did not need to grow 

I thought I’d found my place. 

But then the way grew rough and dark 

The storm clouds quickly rolled 

The waves began to rock my ship 

I found I had no hold. 

 

The ship that I had built myself 

Was made of foolish pride 

It fell apart and left me bare 

With nowhere else to hide. 

I had no strength or faith to face 

The trials that lay ahead 

And so I simply spoke His name 

And bowed my weary head. 

 

His loving arms enveloped me 

And then He helped me stand 

He said, “You still must face this storm 

But I will hold your hand.” 

So through the dark and lonely night 

He guided me through pain 

I could not see the light of day 

Or when I’d smile again. 

 

Yet through the pain and endless tears 

My faith began to grow 

I could not see it at the time 

But my light began to glow. 

I saw God’s love in a brand new light 

His grace and mercy, too 

For only when all self was gone 

Could Jesus’ love shine through. 

  

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 
 

Mr. Monopoly was modeled after American banker 

and financier, J.P. Morgan 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Did You Know?  

 

1. The brain is only about 2% of a person’s body 

mass but requires about 20% of its oxygen and 

calories. 
 

2. About 11% of Earth’s land surface is used to 

grow crops.   
 

3. Butterflies taste with their feet. 
 

4. The black cat is considered bad luck in the U.S. 

but good luck in Japan. 

 

 

New Jersey Timeline 

 

1787 - New Jersey is the third state to ratify the 

U.S. Constitution. 
 

1790 - New Jersey is the first state to sign the 

Bill of Rights. 
 

1804 - Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr have 

a famous duel in Weehawken. 
 

1824 - The first ferry service in the U.S. opens 

between Hoboken and Manhattan. 
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May Memory Verse 
 

Mark 8:35 

 

For those who want to save their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sake, and 

for the sake of the gospel, will save it.  

 
 

 

 

 

Thought of the Month 
 

If you’re going thru hell, keep going! 

 

–Winston Churchill 

 
 

 

 

 
 

When April steps aside for May 

Like diamonds all the raindrops glisten 

Fresh violets open every day 

To some new bird each hour we listen. 

 

- Lucy Larcom 

 
 

  

MAY 
Birthdays 

 

If there are any omissions or 

errors in the May birthday 

list, please contact the 

Church Office at 732-634-

1631. Thank you!  
 

02 Belinda Kerchner 

05 Rich Culton, Fran Henry, Laura Meehan 

06 Delia Culton 

07 Rachael Haggerty 

08 Jan Gagnon 

10 Michael R. Howell, Rebecca Tarby, 

Chioma Usuwa 

13 Huguette Exantus, William Walsh, Jr. 

15 Jake Stockl 

16 Heather Rienzo 

18 Lacey Fowler 

19 Anthony Battito, Matthew Haggerty, 

Caitlin Meehan 

21 Bill Morgan, Jr. 

22 Matthew McCann, Jr. 

23 Kayla Fowler 

24 Wayne Collins, Hanna Culton, Ryan Miller 
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