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November 2009 

 

 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you,  

plans to give you hope and a future.” 

Jeremiah 29:11 

 

     Growing up in Southern California had its advantages: year-round soccer, In-N-Out Burger, beautiful-

hypodermic-needle-free beaches, and the ability to wear shorts in February. Being constantly drenched in 

sunshine, naturally, California was home to a vast array of playgrounds, water parks and theme parks 

like Sea World, Marine Land, Knott’s Berry Farm, Magic Mountain, and Raging Waters.  But there was one 

park that always stood out from the rest -- Disneyland. 

     Disneyland was my favorite by far.  And my family went a lot.  Living only 45 minutes away made it 

quite accessible for birthdays and other special occasions.  I used to love the feeling I’d get when I 

walked through the turnstile and onto Main Street USA.  It was as if the sum of childhood fantasy had 

manifested itself into one twinkling path. 

     Between the ages of 5 and 15, I probably went to Disneyland 20-30 times.  And it never got old.  

Never. But there was one experience, above all, that I remember best -- when I first rode Space 

Mountain. I was 11-years-old, and terrified of Space Mountain.  For those of you who are unfamiliar with 

this attraction, let me quickly bring you up to speed.  At the time, it was one of the fastest coasters built 

(not fast at all by today’s standards, but back then it was high tech).  Additionally, it was completely 

indoors and housed in a formidable looking concrete dome with points on the top that made it look like 



Page 2 
 

something from outer space (hence the name).  But this wasn’t the worst part.  In fact, if these were the 

only details of the ride, I wouldn’t have been scared at all.  The worst part was the fact that the entire 

ride was conducted in the dark. 

     So, back to the 11-year-old me.  I had concluded that I needed to face this fear.  So, I headed for 

Tomorrowland and waited in the ridiculously long line so I could be properly terrified.  And I wasn’t 

disappointed.  Several times I nearly jumped out of line after listening to the screams and shouts of other 

riders.  But, eventually, I made it to the front of the line, sat myself in the spaceship-esque seat, 

strapped myself in and checked the strength of the seatbelt and lap-bar repeatedly.  Then… boom! 

I don’t remember much about the actual ride.  And I think that’s because I had my eyes closed the entire 

time.  As the coaster jolted sharply, I heard people screaming with joy.  I too was screaming…for my life. 

When the ride ended, I remember exiting the spaceship, my legs wobbling, and squinting into the brilliant 

sunshine outside.  And I remember thinking, I did it.  But that wasn’t all.  I also remember thinking, that 

was great! Let’s do it again! 

     Space Mountain became my favorite ride from that point on.  I rode it multiple times on each visit 

(with my eyes open), and found it to be a terrific thrill.  I wondered why I hadn’t ridden it before and was 

mad at myself for being so afraid.  “I could have been riding this for years!” I thought to myself. 

     So what changed?  Well, once I discovered that I wasn’t going to die and that other people were 

actually having fun, I was free to enjoy the many twists and turns in the dark -- because I knew how it 

would end: with wobbly legs and bright sunshine. 

     My experience with the Christian life hasn’t been much different.  It was scary and intimidating at 

first.  I refused to participate for years.  But once I decided to experience it for myself, everything 

changed.  And trusting in God enabled me to experience the true joy of life.  And after that, I wanted to 

keep riding and riding. The Christian life, so to speak, became my favorite kind of life. 

     God tells us that His plans are to prosper us and not to harm us.  We need to trust that.  We need to 

quit living in fear.  We know how our lives will turn out if we trust God.  And that’s what having faith is all 

about.  So let’s open our eyes, hang on to the lap-bar, and… boom! 

     May God bless you and your family this month.  Keep your eyes open.  Don’t let fear make you jump 

out of line.  Stick it out.  Trust that in the end, you’ll be deliriously squinting into God’s Light, shouting, 

“that was great! Let’s do it again!” 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

Rev. Jason P. Tucker 

 

 

 

Advent – Consider the Season 
 

From “Consider the Season” at http://pcusa.org/advent 

 

     The season of Advent marks the beginning of the church year.  It 

begins four Sundays before Christmas Day [this year, November 29].  If 

Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday, it is considered the Fourth Sunday of 

Advent for morning worship and Christmas Eve for late afternoon and evening worship.  During the 

season of Advent, we hope and we wait for the Messiah, the One who will come to shine in our 

darkness.  We listen to the voices of prophets crying out:  “Prepare the way of the Lord!”  We wonder at 

Zechariah’s silence and Elizabeth’s pregnancy.  We overhear the announcements to Mary and to Joseph 

from the angels.  And we ready ourselves for the expected coming of an unexpected baby. 

     All too often the season of Advent and its gentle, quiet anticipation is drowned out by the Christmas 

carols blaring over the loudspeakers at the shopping malls, the cha-ching of cash registers, and the 

feeling in the pits of our stomachs that we will never be ready for Christmas.  We don’t have enough 

time or enough money or enough patience! Our children are hyped up on parties and presents and 

letters to Santa.  The adults wonder in weariness if we can get to all the school pageants, Christmas 

parties and extra choir rehearsals.  

     It is important for us as individuals and as a community of faith to take a deep breath and stop, 

even for a moment.  Listen to the hush of expectation.  Anticipate a visit from angels.  Respond to the 
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cry of the prophets and prepare – not your home, your office or your gifts – your hearts for the coming 

of Christ and help prepare the hearts of your children and youth. 

 

 

 

The deadline for the December 2009 issue of Stream Lines will 

be Wednesday, November 18, 2009 at 12:00 noon. 

 

Remember to email your articles to: 

 

Susan Smolsky at streamlines@comcast.net and 

Carol Palmer at avenelpres@verizon.net 

 

 
 
 

 
 

From the 
Editor 

 

 

     The December issue will be available for online reading and printing on or about Wednesday, 

November 25, 2009 and will be available to those who have no internet service and pick up their copies 

in the Sanctuary on Sunday, November 29, 2009. 

 

 

 

Peace, hope, love, joy.  It’s amazing what you can fit in a shoebox!  This 

Christmas, share the power of a simple gift and remind a child in need that 

God loves them and that they have not been forgotten. 

 

This year, all boxes should be in by Sunday, November 8, 2009. 

 

You will find instructions on how to pack and wrap a shoebox, as well as the gift suggestion list, at the 

back of the Sanctuary. If you have any other questions, please call Rich or Jan Gagnon or the Church 

Office.     

                                   Do a shoebox – put a smile on a child’s face! 
 

 

 

                    A Veteran’s Day Prayer 

 

Dear Lord, 

 

     Today we honor our veterans, worthy men and women who gave their best when 

they were called upon to serve and protect their country.  We pray that you will bless 

them, Lord, for their unselfish service in the continual struggle to preserve our 

freedoms, our safety, and our country’s heritage, for all of us.  Bless them 

abundantly for the hardships they faced, for the sacrifices they made, and for their 

many different contributions to America’s victories over tyranny and oppression.  We respect them, we 

thank them, we honor them, we are proud of them, and we pray that you will watch over these special 

people and bless them with peace and happiness.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.  –Joanna Fuchs 

 

Veteran’s Day – Wednesday, November 11, 2009 

Thank those in uniform for what they have done for our country. 

 

I dream of giving birth to a child who will ask, “Mother, what was war?” –Eve Merriam 
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Annual Fall Clean-Up Day 
 

     Our Annual Fall Clean-Up Day is set for Saturday, November 21, 2009 from 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  Bring your lawn cleaning tools and any extra 

Township leaf bags that you can spare.  Let’s work together to spruce up our 

church property and enjoy a day of fellowship, exercise and fresh air. Free 

refreshments will be served.  

 

We hope everyone will attend.  See you there!!! 

 

 

 
 

Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and 

Their Families 

 

Jason Bone, Amy Updike, Bryan Palmer, Justin 

Kitchen, Carson Severyn, Donna Palmer, Edward 

Merz, Michael Barany, Robert Bart, Daniel 

Hedner, Brian Williams, Brian Ragas, Michael 

Warren, Joshua McCullough, Robert Bartko, 

Anthony Battito 

 

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE. 

SOMEBODY PAID. 

 

 

 
 

Jolan Farkas, Eleanor Smith, Toni Anderson, 

Elizabeth Price and Linda Bisgaard 

  

Prayer Requests 

 

To add someone to this list, please 

call the Church Office at 

732-634-1631 

 

 

 

Recent Concerns 

 

Keri Schafer (niece of Joan and Wayne Collins), 

James Hawke (uncle of Mary Anne Coyle), Kathy 

McKelligett, Frank Battito, Bryan Palmer, Richard 

Green, Richard DeIeso, Jake Stockl, Ernie Zelizi 

(brother of Vilma Ambis), Rose Palmer (mother 

of Larry Palmer) 

 

 

 

Those with On-Going Long-Term Concerns 

 

Edward and Betty Dobson, Jennifer Perez, Tyler 

Rich and Family (cousin of Carol Palmer), Betty 

Price, Dorothy Piperi (mother of Carolyn Gilligan’s 

co-worker), Diana Dydak, Marlene Sian (friend of 

Carolyn Gilligan), Jeremy Hogan, Don Gilligan, 

Leo and Lucille Webber (friends of Carolyn 

Gilligan), Esther Nielsen, Phil Prasser, Edith 

Cloidt 

 

 

 

     Podcasts of Pastor Tucker’s Sunday morning sermons are now available for 

your listening pleasure.  These podcasts are free and you do not need any 

special equipment – just a computer with speakers.  If you would like to take 

your podcasts on the road with you, you can transfer them to your iPod or to 

any MP3 player.  You can even copy them to a CD and listen to them in your 

car.   

     You can access the podcasts via our website by clicking on the Podcast icon on our home page at 

http://avenelpresbyterianchurch.org or go directly to http://podpoint.net/Avenel and choose the 

sermon(s) you would like to hear.   
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     It has come to my attention that there have been complaints about outdated 

information on our church website.  Please understand that I can only change 

information that I am made aware of.  If members do not advise me of changes 

to their committees/projects/ministries/groups, etc., then I cannot keep the 

website properly updated.  Additionally, if you have formed a group or taken on a project that is not 

currently on the website, please send me your information and I will gladly add your item as soon as I 

possibly can. 

     You can send your information to me at churchwebsite@comcast.net or drop it off at the Church 

Office. Thank you and God’s peace and blessings. 

Susan Smolsky, Webmaster      

 

 

Christmas Luncheon/Choir Concert 
 

Sunday, December 20, 2009 – Save the Date! 

 

The Outreach and Evangelism Committee, together with the 

Worship Committee, will be hosting a Christmas Luncheon 

immediately following the morning worship service on Sunday, December 20, 2009 in Jacob Morgan 

Hall.  A variety of soups, sandwiches, desserts and beverages will be 

available.  The Choir will present a concert of seasonal music during 

the luncheon.  Everyone is welcome, so invite your friends as well!  

Please plan to stay after church to enjoy fellowship with friends as 

we prepare for the Joy of Christmas. Watch for additional 

information as the date gets closer. 

 

 

Stewardship Sunday/Potluck Celebration 
 

November 8, 2009 is Stewardship Sunday.  Please bring your pledge card to 

worship with you on that day.  We will have a special dedication of pledges 

during the worship service and a potluck celebration immediately thereafter.  

Let’s “Build God’s House” together.  See you there! 

 

 
 

The Food Pantry Needs Help 
 

     Joann’s Food Pantry is looking for dedicated people with strong backs, a good 

attitude and a willingness to help us feed the needy in our community a few 

hours a month.  Men, women and teenagers are welcome. 

     If we can get 12 to 16 people signed up to work unloading the truck and 

stacking the shelves the 3rd Saturday of each month, we can break it down into 

teams of 4 and you would only have to come every 3 or 4 months out of the 

year.  This would only take about 3 hours of your time and is similar to how the 

usher and communion teams work. 

     We are also looking for 1 or 2 people to eventually take over coordinating the 

work of the food pantry.  This will include paper work and occasionally attending meetings and 

workshops.  We will be glad to train anyone interested in this rewarding job. 

     Because of recent health issues among some of our volunteers, if this does not happen, we will have 

to stop getting FREE food from the Hillside Food Bank and depend on donations only.  Sadly, we may 

have to close our pantry. 

.org 

Luncheon 
 



Page 6 
 

     Please pray about this, and if you feel moved to help, PLEASE sign up or call Jake and Carolyn Stockl 

at home or through the Church Office. 

     God Bless you. 

 

 

Garden State Opera Fall Production 

 

     Our own Music Director, Francesco Santelli, a composer, conductor and 

native of Rome, Italy, founded the Garden State Opera in 1999 with the purpose 

of offering quality opera productions at low ticket prices in New Jersey.  It is one 

of the few opera companies in New Jersey and is a non-profit organization.   

 

     The Garden State Opera will present its Passaic County fall production 

performance at the YM-YWHA of Clifton, 199 Scoles Avenue, Clifton, New 

Jersey, on Saturday, November 7, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.  The performance will consist of a double bill:  

Four Scenes from Paul Hindemith’s opera Mathis der Maler, and Donizetti’s Italian opera buffa Il 

Campanello Di Notte.  The operas will be sung in the original language with English projected titles.  The 

production is with orchestra.   

     This performance is in support of the Clifton Public Schools “Adopt a Music Student Program” that 

assists students in financial need to acquire an instrument for music lessons provided by the Clifton 

School District.  Tickets are $15.  For seniors and students, the tickets are $10.  To purchase tickets or 

for more information, please call 973-272-3255 or visit the Garden State Opera website at 

http://gardenstateopera.homestead.com.   

     This project is funded, in part, by the Passaic County Cultural and Heritage Council at Passaic County 

Community College, through a grant from the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of the 

State, a Partner Agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.   

 

 

 

           Tuesday, November 24, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

     The Thanksgiving Interfaith Community Service, sponsored by the 

Woodbridge Ministerial Association, will be hosted this year by the St. 

James Roman Catholic Church in Woodbridge. 

     Our own pastor, the Rev. Jason P. Tucker, has been asked to lead 

the service this year, and he has graciously accepted.   

     Mark your calendars and join in this ecumenical service on Tuesday, November 24, 2009 at 7:30 

p.m. 

 

 

75 or Over? 
 

     The Deacons will again be distributing cookies to all 

those in the congregation living in the area who are 75 years 

old or older.  The cookies will be given out in December. 

     If someone lives out of the area and a family member 

can deliver the cookies, please let us know.  If we left 

anyone out by mistake last year, we would like to know that 

as well. 

     Please call Linda Gavor at home or through the Church 

Office with this information or if you have any questions. 

 

 

Holiday 
Cookies 
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     The First Presbyterian Church of Avenel will host an interactive walk 

through Bethlehem on Sunday, December 13, 2009 from 7:00 p.m. 

to 9:00 p.m. in our gymnasium. This interactive walk is open to the 

public, with opportunities to visit a candy maker, bread maker, jewelry 

maker, metal worker and wreath maker.  The families will be able to 

make or taste all the items at the booth (one craft per family at each 

booth).  Let your friends and neighbors know! 

     Prior to the walk, we will host a Potluck Supper in Jacob Morgan Hall at 5:00 p.m.  The Potluck 

Supper is open to members and families of the congregation only.   

 

 

Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

     The Board of Deacons is once again asking for your help in filling 

Thanksgiving baskets for those in need. We are asking for donations of the 

usual Thanksgiving dinner items including frozen turkeys, canned vegetables, 

instant potatoes, Stove Top stuffing, canned fruit, cookies, gravy mix, cranberry 

sauce, apple sauce and nuts. 

     If you are donating a turkey, please call Joan Benkert to make arrangements 

for pick up/drop off.  All other items may be brought to the Church Office.   

     In addition, if you know of anyone who might need a basket, please call 

Joan with his or her name.  All information is kept confidential. 

     All donations must be in by Friday, November 20. The baskets will be distributed on Sunday, 

November 22, 2009, the Sunday before Thanksgiving.   

 

 

Bible Verse QuoteFall Puzzle 
 

The object of QuoteFalls is to construct a quotation by selecting from 

available letters in the vertical columns. The letters in each column of the 

puzzle will go into the squares immediately below them, but not necessarily 

in the order they appear. Do not take letters from other columns.  Each 

letter is used only once, so cross it out after you use it so you don’t try to 

use it again.  A word broken at the end of a line will continue on the next line.  A black square indicates 

the end of a word. When you have placed all the letters in their correct squares, you will be able to read 

a bible verse across the grid from left to right.  Hint:  Try to fill in the little words first. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:2 (KJV) 
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(Free sample puzzle from http://biblewordgames.com) 
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November Memory Verse 

 

Matthew 5:7 (NIV) 

 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be 

shown mercy. 

 

 

 

 
 

October 2009 – Esther Nielsen’s sister, 

Grace Dolan 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Don’t lose hope. When it gets the 

darkest, the stars come out. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

November Birthdays 
 

If there are any omissions or errors in the 

November birthday list, please contact the 

Church Office at 732-634-1631. 

Thank you! 

 

02  Donald Gilligan 

03  Kristen Lombardi 

05  Bethany Hulsizer, Kristie Manente 

07  Stephanie Kurowsky 

12  Edward Benkert 

13  Robbie Olah, Michael Sturtz 

20  Elizabeth Roth, Gayle Nolan 

22  Zachary Manente, Shane Walsh 

23  Kathryn McKelligett 

24  Dawne Gardner, Alexa Speer 

25  Molly D’Amato 

27  Jan Rasimowicz 

28  Tricia Sternesky 

29  Lindsay Turnbull, Karin Tucker 

 

 

 

 
Leaves 

 

How silently they tumble down 

And come to rest upon the ground 

To lay a carpet rich and rare 

Beneath the trees without a care 

Content to sleep, their work well done 

Colors gleaming in the sun. 

 

At other times they wildly fly 

Until they nearly reach the sky 

Twisting, turning through the air 

Till all the trees stand stark and bare 

Exhausted, drop to earth below 

To wait, like children, for the snow. 

 

-  By Elsie N. Brady - 

 
 

 

 

 Transferred to the Church 
Triumphant 
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The Handwriting on the Wall 

 

A weary mother returned from the store 

Lugging groceries through the kitchen door 

Awaiting her arrival was her eight-year-old son 

Anxious to relate what his younger brother 

had done. 

 

“While I was out playing and Dad was on a call 

T.J. took his crayons and wrote on the wall! 

It’s on the new paper you just hung in the den 

I told him you’d be mad at having to do it again.” 

 

She let out a moan and furrowed her brow 

“Where is your little brother right now?” 

She emptied her arms and with a purposeful stride 

She marched to his closet where he had 

gone to hide. 

 

She called his full name as she entered his room 

He trembled with fear – he knew that 

meant doom! 

For the next ten minutes she ranted and raved 

About the expensive wallpaper, and how she 

had saved. 

 

Lamenting all the work it would take to repair 

She condemned his actions and total lack of care. 

The more she scolded, the madder she got 

Then stomped from his room, totally distraught. 

 

She headed for the den to confirm her fears 

When she saw the wall, her eyes flooded 

with tears. 

The message she read pierced her soul with a dart 

It said, “I Love Mommy,” surrounded by a heart. 

 

Well, the wallpaper remained, just as she found it 

With an empty picture frame hung to surround it. 

A reminder to her, and indeed to all 

Take time to read the handwriting on the wall. 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

COMIC RELIEF 

“Please bless these chops, these peas 

and these potatoes, both actual 

and couch.” 

“Thank you for this turkey and dressing 

which you have provided, and the 

broccoli which the devil has slipped in.” 
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National Donor Sabbath 
November 13-15, 2009 

 

     Places of worship throughout the country will celebrate National Donor 

Sabbath this year from Friday, November 13 thru Sunday, November 15, to 

increase awareness of the critical need for organs and tissues and how donation 

saves lives.  National Donor Sabbath is a wonderful annual national effort to 

increase organ and tissue donor awareness throughout the country during one weekend.  Nearly all 

religions in the United States support organ and tissue donation as one of the highest expressions of 

compassion and generosity.  The Presbyterian Church encourages and supports donation.  A person’s 

right to make decisions regarding his or her body is respected. 

 

To Remember Me 

By Robert Noel Test (1926-1994) 

 

     The day will come when my body will lie upon a white sheet neatly tucked under four corners of a 

mattress located in a hospital busily occupied with the living and the dying.  At a certain moment, a 

doctor will determine that my brain has ceased to function and that, for all intents and purposes, my life 

has stopped. 

     When that happens, do not attempt to instill artificial life into my body by the use of a machine. And 

don’t call this my deathbed.  Let it be called the Bed of Life, and let my body be taken from it to help 

others lead fuller lives. 

     Give my sight to the man who has never seen a sunrise, a baby’s face, or love in the eyes of a 

woman.  Give my heart to a person whose own heart has caused nothing but endless days of pain. 

     Give my blood to the teenager who was pulled from the wreckage of his car, so that he might live to 

see his grandchildren play.  Give my kidneys to one who depends on a machine to exist.  Take my 

bones, every muscle, every fiber and nerve in my body, and find a way to make a crippled child walk. 

     Explore every corner of my brain.  Take my cells, if necessary, and let them grow so that, someday, 

a speechless boy will shout at the crack of a bat, and a deaf girl will hear the sound of rain against her 

window. 

     Burn what is left of me and scatter the ashes to the winds to help the flowers grow.  If you must 

bury something, let it be my faults, my weaknesses and all prejudice against my fellow man. 

     If by chance you wish to remember me, do it with a kind deed or word to someone who needs you.  

If you do all I have asked, I will live forever. 

 

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.  

– Galatians 6:2 (NIV) 

 

 

 
 

The Church Office will be closed on Thursday 

and Friday, November 26 and 27, 2009 for the 

Thanksgiving holiday. 

 
 

  

 
 

Tuesday, November 3, 2009 

 

Choose or lose – let your voice be heard! 
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Monthly Bible Trivia Quiz 

 

See how well you did by 

finding the answers 

elsewhere in this newsletter 

Category:  New Testament 

Quiz Title:  Parables 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

1.  What was the fate of the man who had no 

wedding robe in the parable of the marriage feast? 

 

a)  Thrown into prison 

b)  Cast into darkness 

c)  Crucified 

d)  Exiled 

6.  Jesus asked: “Can the blind lead the ______?” 

 

a)  Lame 

b)  Sighted 

c)  Deaf 

d)  Blind 

  

2.  Jesus quotes a portion of text from the Old 

Testament in connection with the parable of the 

wicked husbandmen of the vineyard.  “The stone 

the builders refused is become the head stone of 

the corner.” Which Old Testament book did this 

come from? 

 

a)  Psalm 

b)  Isaiah 

c)  Ezekiel 

d)  Jeremiah 

7. In the parable of the good father, if a son asks 

for an egg, what would the good father not give 

him? 

 

a)  A fish 

b)  A stone 

c)  A scorpion 

d)  A mouse 

 

  

3.  Where did the man who received one talent 

from his master hide it? 

 

a)  In a pot 

b)  In a cave 

c)  In the ground 

d)  In the fireplace 

8.  In the parable of the lamp, where is the candle 

to be set once it is lit? 

 

a)  In a candlestick 

b)  In the hallway 

c)  Under a bushel 

d)  In the window 

  

4. In the parable of the cloth and wine, why does 

no man put new wine into old bottles? 

 

a)  It will burst the bottles 

b)  It will taste bad 

c)  It will smell bad 

d)  The wine will not age 

9.  In the parable of the leaven, what is leaven 

more commonly known as? 

 

a)  Flour 

b)  Yeast 

c)  Bread 

d)  Salt 

  

5.  The house built on the sand (as opposed to 

rock) was knocked down by what? 

 

a)  River 

b)  Tornado 

c)  Hurricane 

d)  Flood 

10.  What does the shepherd of the lost sheep do 

once he realizes one is missing? 

 

a)  Waits up all night for it to return 

b)  Abandons it and goes home 

c)  Reports it to his master 

d)  Goes and looks for it 
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Tuesday 11/03/09 Election Day – “Cast a Can When You Cast Your Vote” Food Drive 

Saturday 11/07/09 Garden State Opera Fall Production – 7:30 p.m. in Clifton 

Sunday 11/08/09 

1. Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes are due 

2. Stewardship Sunday/Potluck Celebration – immediately 

following the morning worship service in Jacob Morgan Hall 

3. Woodbridge Township Veteran’s Day Parade – 1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 11/11/09 Veteran’s Day 

Friday 11/20/09 All items for Thanksgiving Baskets are due 

Saturday 11/21/09 Annual Holiday Clean-Up – 9:00 a.m. on the church grounds 

Sunday 11/22/09 Distribution of Thanksgiving Baskets 

Tuesday 11/24/09 
Thanksgiving Interfaith Community Service – 7:30 p.m. at St. 

James Roman Catholic Church in Woodbridge 

Thursday/Friday 
11/26/09 and 

11/27/09 

Thanksgiving Day – Thursday, 11/26 

Church Office closed Thursday and Friday, 11/26-11/27 

 
12/01/09 thru 

12/29/09 

Woodbridge Township Annual Holiday Train Show – Barron Arts 

Center – Admission Free 

Sunday 12/06/09 
49th Annual Woodbridge Township Holiday Parade – 1:30 p.m. – 

Main Street 

Sunday 12/13/09 

1. Potluck Supper – 5:00 p.m. in Jacob Morgan Hall – for church 

members only 

2. A Night in Bethlehem, an Interactive Walk - 7:00 p.m. to 

9:00 p.m. in the Gym – open to the public 

Sunday 12/20/09 

1. Christmas Luncheon/Annual Holiday Choir Concert – JMH 

immediately following the morning worship service. 

2. Live Nativity – 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on the church grounds   

 

 

Answers to Monthly Bible Trivia Quiz 

 

1. b) Cast into darkness – Matthew 22:1-15 

2. a) Psalm (118:22) – Mark 12:1-12 

3. c) In the ground – Matthew 25:14-30 

4. a) It will burst the bottles - Luke 5:36-37 

5. d) Flood – Matt. 7:24-27; Luke 6:47-49 

6. d) Blind – Luke 6:39-42 

7. c) A scorpion – Matthew 7:9-11 

8. a) In a candlestick – Matthew 5:15 

9. b) Yeast – Matthew 13:33; Luke 13:20-21 

10. d) Goes and looks for it – Luke 15:3-7 

Answer to Bible Verse QuoteFall Puzzle 

 

Grace be to you and peace from God our 

Father. 

2 Corinthians 1:2 (KJV) 
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   BENEVOLENCE REPORT – September 2009 

 
Debits Credits Balance 

Cash Balance     $6,697.24  

        

Total Deposits       

  10%   $1,033.70    

  Navajo Mission   $48.00    

  Family Promise ($.02 A Meal)    $17.00    

  One Great Hour of Sharing   $20.00    

                                                                Total   $1,118.70    

Total Working Capital     $7,815.94  

        

Specifics Set Aside       

  Emergency Fund        $1,000.00      

  Emergency Fund Addition $0.00      

  Emergency Fund Disbursement       $0.00      

  Family Promise  $1,104.54      

  Family Promise Addition $17.00      

  Family Promise Disbursement $0.00      

                                                                Total $2,121.54    $5,694.40  

        

Net Funds Available     $5,694.40  

        

Disbursements - Denominational 
 

    

  Unified Mission $600.00      

  One Great Hour of Sharing $20.00      

                                                                Total $620.00    $5,074.40  

Disbursements - Session       

  Navajo Mission (Construction) $50.00      

  Navajo Mission (Sunday School) $30.00      

  Prison Ministries $50.00      

  Walter Hoving Home $50.00      

  Elizabethport Children's Programs $50.00      

  Sudan Mission $50.00      

  The Salvation Army $50.00      

  Gambell Presbyterian Church  (Alaska) $50.00      

  Christian Appalachian Project  $50.00      

  Covenant House   $50.00      

  eape  (Tony Campolo Ministries) $50.00      

 Elijah's Promise (New Brunswick Soup Kitchen) $50.00      

                                                                Total $580.00    $4,494.40  

Disbursements - Committee Recommended 
( Session Approved )       

  Frenchtown Presbyterian Church (Missions) $1,000.00      

  One Great Hour of Sharing $20.00      

                                                                Total $1,020.00    $3,474.40  

        

Cash Balance     $3,474.40  

Money Held in Specifics   $2,121.54    

Net Funds Available     $5,595.94  
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