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From the Pastor 
 

November 2014 

 

The Heart of the Matter is a Matter of the Heart 

 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve 

others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 

- 1 Peter 4:10 

 

When Christians present their tithes and offerings to God in 

worship, many sing “We give Thee but Thine own, whate’er the 

gift may be. All that we have is Thine alone, a trust O Lord from 

Thee.” They, we, sing that, but do they—do we—really believe 

it? Do we really believe in our hearts that all we have belongs to 

God and that God has entrusted it to us for accomplishing God’s 

purposes in the world? God’s purposes include, of course, 

providing for our basic material needs—sustaining us with food, 

shelter, clothing, healthcare and education. God entrusts us with 

material abundance enough to use some of those gifts to enrich 

our enjoyment of life. Even beyond giving to us to fulfill our 

material needs and provide for our enjoyment, God gives to us 

so that we, personally and collectively, may experience joy from 

giving to others. God blesses us so that we may be a blessing to 

others. 

 

In addition to creating us as physical, material beings, however, 

God created us as spiritual, relational beings. God blesses us—to 

thrive—and allows us to bless others so they may thrive. This 

takes us from the material to the spiritual realm, to our relation-

ship with God and others as persons. The crux of our problem as 

humans is spiritual; it involves our relational alienation from God 

and others. This was caused by human desire to live apart from 

God and God’s ways, and to put self first. Briefly scanning the 

news headlines makes the relational fractures between humans 

borne of self-centeredness as clear as seismic fault lines are to 

geologists: divorce, domestic violence, addictive behaviors, debt 

run amok, poverty and war. These are the symptoms of 

humanity’s disease. Our human self-centeredness is rooted in an 

identity crisis. To establish our freedom (from God and others) 

and validate our worth, we pursue that which is unhealthy and 
harmful to others and us. 
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The Good News, however, is that God provided a remedy to reconcile this malady. God sent Jesus, a 

fully divine, fully human person, to show us who God is and what God is like, and how to live rightly in 

relationship with God and others. Jesus’ earthly life was marked not by self-centeredness and taking, 

but by self-giving. He surrendered Himself to doing God’s will—righteousness—and He did so perfectly. 

He willingly gave His life on a cross to effect God’s justice, and to reconcile the broken relationship 

between humans and God, others, and even the Creation. In this, Jesus showed the depths of His love 

for humanity and all Creation. God went further, raising Jesus from the dead, bodily, to new and 

everlasting life. Anyone who trusts God’s promise of unconditional forgiveness for his or her sins by 

Jesus’ death for him or her will enjoy eternal life. Being in right relationship with God IS life, and that 

eternal life begins here and now. It is freedom, freedom to become fully who God created us to be. 

How? God implants God’s Spirit in believers, and increasingly transforms their character into the loving, 

just, good, merciful, and kind character of Jesus, God. This is God’s spiritual provision for all who will 

believe. 

  

So when Christians sing “We give Thee but Thine own, whate’er the gift may be. All that we have is 

Thine alone, a trust O Lord from Thee,” they are acknowledging that they belong wholly to God—body, 

mind, and spirit. They are testifying that out of gratitude for God’s grace in their lives, they surrender 

their will to God—along with all the material gifts God has bestowed on them—for fulfilling God’s 

purposes. They develop a growing spirit of generosity. Amazingly, the more they bless others by loving 

and serving them, the more fulfilled they feel, and the more joy they experience. They become 

reflections of God, a God who loves and serves. They have accepted God’s invitation to taste real life. 

 

You see, God is after human hearts, yours and mine. God doesn’t need our time, or our gifts and talents 

or our cash to effect God’s supreme reign. God allows us, privileges us, to participate in the renewal of 

God’s Creation that brings thriving real life, by sharing God’s love in our hearts with others. In the 

Hebrew Bible (Old Testament), God decreed to the ancient Israelites that after they entered the 

Promised Land, they were to offer one tenth, a tithe, of their crops at the place God would designate for 

their worship. They were to share it with the priestly Levite tribe that had been given no land, and were 

to rejoice in eating it. The priests were to rely for their sustenance on tithes of the other tribes that had 

been given land. The Levites too were to present to the LORD a tenth of what others gave them. Every 

third year the Israelites were to offer a tithe to be used to sustain widows, orphans, and aliens, and in 

doing so, to be blessed by God (Deut. 14:22-29, Num. 18:21-29). The Israelites were also to present to 

God a ”freewill offering in proportion to the blessing the LORD God has given” (Deut. 16:10).  In 

addition they were to present God the first offspring of their livestock, and a portion of the first yield of 

their harvest. This was to be used for a feast of joyful and grateful celebration to God for delivering 

them from slavery to the Egyptians and bringing them to the land God promised to give them. Do you 

see God’s faithfulness to God’s people and their interdependence with each other? God wanted them to 

see God’s great love for them, as evidenced by God’s protection of and provision for them. God wanted 

them to participate in blessing others. 

 

God was after their hearts and that is what God wants from us. Trying circumstances can tempt us to 

fear and doubt God’s loving faithfulness, and obscure God’s presence and abundant provision in our 

lives. We can slip into a mindset of scarcity. We can default to self-centered ways that neglect others’ 

needs and welfare. When this happens it can help to remember God’s self-giving love for us. Boldly 

claim God’s grace, trusting that you are a beloved child of God, in good standing with God, and welcome 

in God’s family. Reflect on God’s past provision in your life: spiritually, relationally, and materially, and 

trust God to provide going forward. 

 

This month you will find a “Thanksgiving Bush” in the sanctuary on which you’ll be invited to place a 

note that indicates what you’re grateful for. What will you write? When you became a member of this 

church, you stood before God and the congregation and vowed to serve God here with your time and 

talents, and to share in the financial responsibility to support the work God is doing in and through this 

community. This accords with the apostle Peter’s words, “Each of you should use whatever gift you have 

received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms.” When “The Pony 

Express” saddle bag comes your way this month, it will contain a survey on which you’ll be asked to 

indicate where you feel gifted to serve the church with your gifts and time. You’ll also have the 
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opportunity to make a financial commitment that reflects your gratitude for and faith in God’s grace in 

your life, past, present, and future. Please complete “The Pony Express” survey and pledge card 

thoughtfully and prayerfully. Your generosity in committing the gifts God has given you of time, talents, 

and finances to God’s mission in and through this church is a matter of the heart between you and God. 

Be assured that all financial pledges will be held in the strictest confidence.  “We give Thee but Thine 

own, whate’er the gift may be.  All that we have is Thine alone, a trust O Lord from Thee.” 

 

In Christ, 

 

Bob Louer 

Pastor 

 

 

 

   

Stream Lines Information 
 

The deadline for the December 2014 issue of Stream Lines will 

be Wednesday, November 19, 2014 at 12:00 noon. 

 

Remember to email your articles to Susan at: 

 

streamlines@comcast.net 

From the 
Editor  

   

     The December issue will be available for pickup in the Sanctuary on Sunday, November 30, 2014.  It 

will also be available for online reading and printing on or about Wednesday, November 26, 2014. 

 

     If you are receiving a paper copy and would like to view the newsletter in color, please visit 

http://avenelpresbyterianchurch.org/newsletter.  All online issues are in color. 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

Friday, November 21, 2014 
6:00 p.m. – 9:00p.m.  

Jacob Morgan Hall 
 

Come join us for an evening of fellowship, light refreshments and the opportunity to purchase 

merchandise from many different vendors!  

It’s a chance to get a jump on your Christmas shopping! 

 

Some of the vendors include: 

 

31 BAGS ● ORIGAMI OWL ● PARTYLITE ● SCENSTY ● STELLA AND DOT ● TASTEFULLY SIMPLE 

 

Bring your friends and enjoy an evening out! 

 
Sponsored by the Christian Education Committee 
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Clerk’s Corner 
Notes from Session 
 

 

 The Pony Express will be visiting you soon!  Pledges for 2015 will be collected via the Pony Express 

saddlebag! 
 

 Our 50 Year Members will be recognized on Sunday, November 2, 2014 during worship. 
 

 Christmas Caroling for our shut-ins is set for Monday, December 15, 2014.  Meet in the parking lot 

at 6:45 p.m. 
 

 Our Audit Committee met and went through the books for both 2012 and 2013.  All was in order! 
 

 A “Thanksgiving Bush” will be set up in the back of the Sanctuary during November.  Note cards with 

thankful messages will be hung on the bush.  Come and add your thankful notes to our bush! 
 

 Youth Fellowship is in need of additional advisors.  Please contact Michael Sipla for details. 
 

 V.B.S. 2015 will be held from July 20-24, 2015.  Mark it in your calendars! 

 

 
 

 

Advent – Consider the Season 
 

Sunday, November 30 thru Wednesday,  

December 24, 2014 

 

 Advent is a spiritual season of preparation before 

Christmas celebrated by Christians.  In Western 

Christianity, the season of Advent begins on the fourth 

Sunday prior to Christmas Day, or the Sunday which 

falls closest to November 30, and lasts through 

Christmas Eve. 

 

Advent is a period of spiritual preparation in which many 

Christians make themselves ready for the coming, or 

birth, of the Lord Jesus Christ.  During this time, Christians observe a season of prayer, fasting and 

repentance, followed by anticipation, hope and joy. 

 

Many Christians celebrate Advent not only by thanking God for Christ’s first coming to earth as a baby, 

but also for his presence among us today through the Holy Spirit, and in preparation and anticipation of 

his final coming at the end of time. 

 

It is important for us as individuals and as a community of faith to take a deep breath and stop, even 

for a moment, during this season.  Listen to the hush of expectation.  Anticipate a visit from angels.  

Respond to the cry of the prophets and prepare -- not your home, your office or your gifts -- but your 

hearts for the coming of Christ and help prepare the hearts of your children and youth. 

 

Shape your seasonal celebration to be one centered on the true meaning of Christmas. Prepare for the 

holiday by simplifying life, incorporating prayers, giving alternative gifts and serving sustainable foods. 

 
 

Share the love of Christ with others throughout your life with a living witness this season. 
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46th Annual Holiday Fair 
 

R E M I N D E R 

 

Saturday, November 15, 2014 
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Avenel 

621 E. Woodbridge Avenue 

Avenel, NJ 07001 

 

In the Gym 

 

WHITE ELEPHANT, JEWELRY, CRAFTS, BAKED GOODS, SILENT AUCTION, CDS, DVDS 

  

FULL LUNCH MENU FEATURING HOMEMADE SOUPS AND SANDWICHES 

 
 

LIVE MUSIC THROUGHOUT THE DAY 

 
 

Please join us for this fun day of fellowship, great food and familiar faces. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Stewardship Sunday 2014 
 

Stewardship Sunday 2014 is November 23, the Sunday before Thanksgiving. If you have not previously 

placed your completed pledge card in the offering plate on a Sunday morning, or mailed it to the Church 

Office, please bring your pledge card to worship with you on November 23.  We will have a special 

dedication of pledges during the worship service on that day. 

 

As we approach the season of Thanksgiving, please take time  

to consider how you can express your thanks for all that you have received from God. 
 

 

 

 
 

New Arrival 
 

Congratulations to Jackie and John Turnbull, Kacie and Lindsay Turnbull, and Wayne and 

Joan Collins, on the birth of their son/brother/grandson, Mason Joseph. 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
CHILD 

 

 

Good News, Great Joy 
 

 

As in past years we are again packing shoeboxes that will be sent all over the world. You can be part of 

this. It’s an opportunity to share the Good News of Jesus Christ to people who have never been told. We 

have more than enough packing boxes, crayons, toothpaste, and small stuffed animals for each box. 

 

We will need: 

Lollipops -  Gum  -  Wrapped hard candy   

Small pads that will work with markers  -  Coloring books  -  Small toys like jump ropes, rubber balls, 

yo-yos, matchbox cars, etc. 

Personal items like socks, caps, jerseys, comb/brush, hair bands/clips, wash cloths/soap  

 

If you would like to also pack a box with your family at home, the guidelines are: 

School supplies, hygiene items (soap, wash cloths, toothbrush, toothpaste), t-shirts, socks, hats, 

sunglasses, flashlights with batteries. No used, old or damaged items. No liquids, glass, guns, knives, 

military figures, chocolate, or unwrapped candy. 

  

Also, a $7 donation per box. 

 

Remember to save the date, Sunday, November 2, 2014 from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Come for fun, food and fellowship. 

We will be serving dessert and filling boxes to send out to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

If you have any questions, contact Jan Gagnon. 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

 

 

 

 

 
Fall Congregational Meeting 

 

The Session has set the fall congregational meeting for Sunday, November 9, 2014 immediately 

following the morning worship service. The purpose of the meeting is to present the 2015 budget, to 

elect officers, and to conduct any other business that may be properly brought to the attention of the 

congregation. 
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Annual  
Fall Clean-Up Day 

 

Our Annual Fall Clean-Up Day is set for Sunday, 

November 30, 2014 immediately following the 

morning worship service, so wear your clean-up 

clothes to church!!!  Bring your lawn cleaning 

tools and any extra Township leaf bags that you 

can spare.  Let’s work together to spruce up our 

church property and enjoy a day of fellowship, 

exercise and fresh air.  

 

We hope everyone will attend.   

See you there! 

 
 

 

 

IN MEMORY OF THOSE WHO SERVED 

IN HONOR OF THOSE WHO SERVE US NOW 

 
 

 

 
VETERANS DAY  

Tuesday, November 11, 2014 

 

LORD, BID WAR’S TRUMPET CEASE 

FOLD THE WHOLE EARTH IN PEACE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Woodbridge Township 

Barron Arts Center 
582 Rahway Avenue 

Woodbridge, NJ  07095 

(732) 634-0413 

 

Exhibit Gallery Hours 

Monday thru Friday – 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Saturday and Sunday – 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

 

Annual Model Train Show Exhibit 
 

November 29 thru December 28, 2014 

(Closed on December 25, 2014) 

Admission is Free – Donations Welcome 
 

 

Annual Woodbridge Township Tree Lighting 

and Train Show Opening Reception 

Ceremony 
 

Friday, December 5, 2014  

5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Featuring Santa and Mrs. Claus and many  

other holiday surprises! 
 

 

Barron Arts Center Holiday Concert 

Cynthia Holiday: “Holiday for the Holidays” 
 

Friday, December 12, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. 

St. Andrews Church 

244 Avenel Street, Avenel, NJ 07001 

Featuring Jazz Vocalist Cynthia Holiday 

performing standards and holiday favorites 
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Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and 

Their Families 

 

Anthony Battito, Jovan Diaz, Lauren Hansen, 

Jeffrey Hansen, Daniel Hedner, Edward Merz, 

Lauren K. Pfeifer, Rev. Adam Tietje, Amy Updike, 

Michael Warren, Rob Zardona 

 

 

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE. 

SOMEBODY PAID. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Eleanor Smith 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

To add someone to this list, please 

call the Church Office at 

732-634-1631 

 

 

Recent Concerns 

 

Rose Hunt, Theresa Loder (friend of Carol 

Palmer), Aida Camacho-Welch, June Sheehan, 

Thomas Stockl, Randy Hunt 

 

Health and Healing 
 

Pete Allebach, Thomas Kurzeja, Harry 

Musselman, Maureen Nielsen, Jennifer Perez 

 

Those with On-Going Long-Term Concerns 
 

Tessa Campbell (niece of Arleen Schreiber),  

Josephine DeVito (mother of Carol Palmer), Diana 

Dydak, Esther Nielsen, Maureen Nielsen, Bryan 

Palmer, Jennifer Perez 

 

In Sympathy 

 

Our heartfelt sympathies to Joan and Wayne 

Collins, Jackie Turnbull, family and friends on the 

passing of Joan’s mother and Jackie’s 

grandmother, Doris Trudeau. 

 

Our heartfelt sympathies to Carolyn Cullum, 

family and friends, on the passing of Carolyn’s 

godmother and aunt, Wilma Hendley.   

   

 

 

 

CALLED HOME 
 

October 2014 – Antonia (Toni) Anderson, our friend, 

long-time church member and deacon. Toni was born in 

Ukraine, was orphaned at a young age, and survived 

several concentration camps during World War II.  After 

being liberated, she married Harold Anderson, a U.S. 

serviceman in Germany.  She has lived in Germany, 

Okinawa and Honolulu, settling in Avenel in 1968.  She 

worked in the Colonia High School cafeteria for 25 years 

until retiring in 1993.     
 

Our sympathies to Toni’s son Kenneth and the entire 

Anderson family and friends. 
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Christian Reflections 
 

Gentle Jim 
-Author Unknown- 

A minister passing through his church 

 in the middle of the day 

Decided to pause by the altar and see who  

had come to pray. 

 

Just then the back door opened, a man  

came down the aisle 

The minister frowned as he saw the man  

hadn't shaved in a while. 

 

His shirt was kinda shabby  

and his coat was worn and frayed 

The man knelt, he bowed his head 

Then rose and walked away. 

 

In the days that followed  

Each noon time came this chap 

Each time he knelt just for a moment 

A lunch pail in his lap. 

 

Well, the minister's suspicions grew 

with robbery a main fear 

He decided to stop the man and ask him,  

"What are you doing here?" 

 

The old man said he worked down the road, 

Lunch was half an hour 

Lunchtime was his prayer time 

For finding strength and power. 

 

"I stay only moments, see,  

because the factory is so far away 

As I kneel here talking to the Lord, 

This is kinda what I say: 

 

"I just came again to tell you Lord,  

How happy I’ve been 

Since we found each other’s friendship 

and you took away my sin. 

Don’t know much of how to pray 

But I think about you every day  

So, Jesus, this is Jim, checking in today.” 

 

The minister, feeling foolish,  

Told Jim that was fine 

He told the man he was welcome to come 

and pray just anytime. 

  

Past noon one day, the minister noticed that old 

Jim hadn't come.  

As more days passed without Jim,  

He began to worry some. 

 

 At the factory, he asked about him, 

learning he was ill. 

The hospital staff was worried, but he'd given 

them a thrill. 

 

The week that Jim was with them brought 

changes in the ward 

His smiles and joy contagious 

Changed people were his reward. 

 

The head nurse couldn't understand  

why Jim was so glad 

When no flowers, calls or cards came 

Not a visitor he had. 

 

The minister stayed by his bed 

He voiced the nurse's concern 

 No friends came to show they cared 

He had nowhere to turn. 

 

Looking surprised, old Jim spoke up,  

And with a winsome smile 

Said, "the nurse is wrong, she couldn't know 

That in here all the while 

 

That every day at noon He's here,  

A dear friend you see 

He sits right down, takes my hand, 

Leans over and says to me”:  

 

"I just came again to tell you, Jim, 

How happy I have been 

Since we found this friendship 

And I took away your sin. 

Always love to hear you pray 

I think about you every day 

And so, Jim, this is Jesus, checking in today.” 

 

 
 

 

Be the kind of woman that, when 
your feet hit the ground each 

morning, the devil says, "Oh crap, 
she's up!" 
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You and Them 
Written by Mother Teresa 

 
 

If you are successful, you will win some false 

friends and some true enemies. 

Succeed anyway. 

 

If you are honest and frank, people may cheat 

you. 

Be honest and frank anyway. 

 

What you spend years building, someone could 

destroy overnight. 

Build anyway. 

 

If you find serenity and happiness, they may be 

jealous. 

Be happy anyway. 

 

The good you do today, people will often forget 

tomorrow. 

Do good anyway. 

 

Give the world the best you have, and it may 

never be enough. 

Give the world the best you’ve got anyway. 

 

You see, in the final analysis, it is between you 

and God.  It was never between you and them 

anyway. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

In war, there are 
no unwounded soldiers. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

Did You Know? 

 

1. The Andy Griffith Show was the first spin-off in 

TV history.  It was a spin-off of The Danny 

Thomas Show. 

 

2. A fully loaded supertanker travelling at normal 

speed takes about 20 minutes to stop. 

 

3. About 97% of the water on earth is 

undrinkable. 

 

4. Most Americans’ car horns beep in the key of 

“F”. 

 
 

This Month in New Jersey History 

 

November 20, 1789 

New Jersey Ratifies the Bill of Rights, the first 

state to do so. 

 

November 8, 1984 

Gov. Kean signs New Jersey’s seat belt law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Church Office will be closed on Thursday 

and Friday, November 27 and 28, 2014, for the 

Thanksgiving holiday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



[11] 
 

   

 
 

 
 

November Memory Verse 
 

1 Peter 4:10 

 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have 

received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 

God’s grace in its various forms. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Leaves 

By Elsie N. Brady 

 

"How silently they tumble down 

And come to rest upon the ground 

To lay a carpet, rich and rare 

Beneath the trees without a care 

Content to sleep, their work well done 

Colors gleaming in the sun. 

  

At other times, they wildly fly 

Until they nearly reach the sky 

Twisting, turning through the air 

Till all the trees stand stark and bare 

Exhausted, drop to earth below 

To wait, like children, for the snow."  

 
 

 

 

November 
Birthdays 

 

If there are any omissions 

or errors in the November 

birthday list, please contact 

the Church Office at 732-

634-1631. Thank you! 

  
02 Donald Gilligan 

03 Kristen Lombardi 

05 Bethany Hulsizer 

Kristie Manente 

07 Stephanie Kurowsky 

09 Mark Haggerty 

Pierre Wattie 

12 Edward Benkert 

13 Robbie Olah 

Michael Sturtz 

20 Gayle Nolan 

Elizabeth Roth 

22 Zachary Manente 

Shane Walsh 

23 Kathryn McKelligett 

24 Dawne Gardner 

Alexa Speer 

28 Tricia Sternesky 

29 Cynthia Lewis 

Lindsay Turnbull 

  
 

 

 

 

  
 

Thought of the Month 
 

God makes a promise.  

Faith believes it. Hope anticipates it.  

Patience quietly awaits it. 

 

 
 

 

FALL 
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