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ñDonôt have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know 

they produce quarrels.  And the Lordôs servant must not quarrel; instead, he must 

be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.  Those who oppose him he must 

gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a 

knowledge of the truth, and that they will come to their senses and escape from the 

trap of  the devil, who has taken  them captive to do his will.ò  (2 Timothy 2:23 -26)  

 

October 2009  

 

     I believe that Christians are the most overtly  persecuted religious group in the United States.  Donôt 

believe me?  Hereôs a field test.  Letôs say you decide to run for local public office.  During your campaign, 

you make it very clear that you are a practicing Buddhist, and even more, that it is the very bedrock of 

your life.  I donôt think anyone would question your sanity, or ability to serve the needs of your 

constituents, based solely on your reli gious practices.  Now letôs say you run for o ffice as a practicing 

Christian. I may be wrong, but I think religion would become f air game for public criticism --  at least in 

this part of the country.  

     And what  about the media?  I donôt think I need to convince you of their bias against Christianity.  

How many movies and T.V. shows have depicted Chris tians as intolerant, aggressive  and ignorant?  How 

many celebrities have openly attacked the Christian faith as a  catalyst for war, discrimination and hate -

speech?   

     I could cite  numerous examples, as Iôm sure you could, regarding our cultural shift away from 

Christianity and toward anything  else.  We simply live in a day and age that assumes if youôre a 

Christi an, you have a lot  of explaining to do.  America simply wants nothing to do with Christianity.  And 

you know what?  I donôt blame them.  
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     Christians seem to have more exposure (and political power) than ever before.  Think about all the 

best -selling boo ks, the explosion of Christian music, The Passion of the Christ , the Chronicles of Narnia , 

Christian cable stations, T.V. preachers, etc.  

     So why do people hate us so much?  Because, while the exposure to Christian media is way up, the 

quality  of the m essages weôre sending is a bit suspect. The airwaves are filled  with some pretty crazy 

things being said and done in the name of Jesus Christ. And most of the time, when I see Christians in 

the public arena, theyôre yelling or arguing about something. 

     Why would anyone think Christianity is attractive, relevant, or Godôs saving Truth?  Instead of living 

our lives by ñloving God,ò and ñloving othersò (The Greatest Commandment), it seems weôre always 

trying to win some public debate.  Where is the joyful Christian life?  We Christians seem to talk a good 

game about joy, but donôt experience it in everyday life. 

     As Paul puts it in his letter to Timothy, ñthe Lordôs servant must not quarrelò because it only drives 

people away.  Now thatôs not to say that public debate is never important.  Of course, we know itôs 

sometimes  necessary.  But if we spent more time worrying about living a life that imitated Christ, we 

would surely have a bigger impact on our country than we do by constantly arguing.  

     A cou ple years ago, my cousin was visiting from California.  She is a brilliant young woman who I 

donôt know real well but respect very much.  Sheôs not a Christian (or at least wasnôt at the time), but 

she asked me about my faith.  I told her of my conversion and how Christ changed my life.  Later in the 

evening, we started getting into ñdebatesò over human sexuality, salvation through other religions, etc.  

And  at the end of the night , we were both frustrated, red - faced, and honestly, much farther apart in our  

beliefs than we were a few hours before.  She even told me, ñJason, I believed you more when you told 

me h ow your faith changed your life, not when you tried to convince me with how much you know .ò 

     I have never forgotten that night.  And I wish I cou ld do it differently.  But all I can do now is learn 

from it.  The bottom line is that the power of our faith doesnôt come from words; it comes from our 

transformed lives .  

     This is exactly  our focus here at Avenel Church right now.  As we explore how t o live our lives ñwide 

openò for God, we must first understand what God is calling us to do.  And that comes through spending 

time with  God in prayer and study.  Our Adult Sunday S cho ol class will continue to meet at 9:00 a.m. in 

Ken Hunt Lounge through th e month of October.  Itôs a series called ñFaith Seeking Understanding,ò a 13-

week class that is covering the major doctrines of the Christian faith.  And, for those who canôt make 

Sunday morning, there is a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00 p.m.  in Jacob Morg an Hall on Paulôs letter to 

the Romans .  Please feel free to come as often as you like.  

     May God continue to move and guide us by the power of the Holy Spirit to live our transformed lives  

for the world to see.  Letôs move beyond ñquarrellingò and move toward living the joyful Christian life.  

May God bless you and your family this month.  

 

In Christôs Service, 

Rev. Jason P. Tucker  

 

 

 

The deadline for the November  2009 issu e of Stream Lines will 

be Wednesday , October 21 , 2009 a t 12:00 noon.  

 

Remember to email your articles to:  

 

Susan Smolsky at streamlines@comcast.net  and  

Carol Palmer at avenelpres@verizon.net  

 

 
 
 

 
 

From the  

Editor  

 

 

     The November  issue will be available for online reading and printing on or about Wednesda y, 

October 28, 2009  and will be available to those who have no internet service and pick up their copies in 

the Sanctuary on Sunday, November 1, 2009.  
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     The Session has set the fall congregational 

meeting for Sunda y, October 25 , 2009 ,  

immediately followin g the morning worship 

service. The purpose of the meeting is to present 

the 2010 budget, to elect officers, and to conduct 

any other business that may be properly brought 

to the attention of the congregation.  

  

 

HI CKORY DICKORY DOCK  

@KJÙPúBKNCAPúPKúPQNJú>=?Gú

THE CLOCK!  

 

Daylight Savings Time ends at 2:00 a.m. on 

Sunday, November 1, 2009.  

 

 

August  2009 Session Meeting Highlights  

 
  

     The following is a summary of some of the actions taken at the  August 25 , 2 009 regular Session 

meeting:  

 

-  Approved a resolution and the format for a Promissory Note to be issued when a loan is made to 

the church as part of the Capital Campaign.  

-  Approved a recommendation from the Outreach and Evangelism Committee that a Christmas 

Luncheon and Choir Concert be held on December 20, 2009 following worship.  

-  Approved several recommendations from the Christian Education Committee including allowing 

Pastor Tucker to lead an Adult Sunday School class and a Wednesday night Bible Study class,  

allowing Dawn Connolly to organize a ñNight in Bethlehemò event on December 13, 2009, 

allowing Jackie Turnbull to establish a Mommy and Me group, and having Chris and Carrie 

DôAmato lead the Mid-Level Fellowship group.  

-  Also approved a recommendation from Christian Education to allow Pastor Tucker to lead a youth 

mission trip to New Castle, Pennsylvania next July 18 -24, 2010.  

-  Reviewed the status of the manse renovation project and related work to the church property.  

 

 

Annual  Holiday  Fair  Reminder  

 

Satur day, October 24, 2009  

9:00 a.m. ï 3:00 p.m.  

 

Starting September 27, 2009 , you may leave your donations on the stage in 

Jacob Morgan Hall. Please make sure all items are clean and not broken. Also , it 

would be a BIG help to the volunteers if you could sort the items into categories 

and label your boxes or bags . 
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Peace, hope, love, joy.  Itôs amazing what you can fit in a shoebox!  This 

Christmas, share the power of a simple gift and remind a child in need that 

God loves t hem and that they have not been forgotten.  

 

This year, all boxes should be in by Sunday, November 8, 2009.  

 

You will find instructions on how to pack and wrap a shoebox, as well as the 

gift suggestion list, at the back of the Sanctuary. If you have any ot her questions, please call Rich or 

Jan Gagnon or the Church Office.     

 

Do a shoebox ï put a smile on a childôs face! 
 

 

 

           Making a Difference in Our Community  

 

Hello from His Hands Ministry!  

 

     We want to send out a big THANK YOU to all who helped with the mountain of 

clothing that was sorted in September.  It was a large job but many hands make light work and the 

LAUGHS help to make the work go quicker.  Much love and appreciation to all!!  

     The need for furniture and appliances continues.  Right now we have requests for a washing 

machine, refrigerator and two dressers.  The ministry no longer has a place to store donated furniture 

and appliances, but we can continue to try and meet the needs of those who come to us for help.  If you 

have items that you would like to donate we would like to be able to get it to someone who could use it.  

If you are willing to keep the item in your home until we find a new home for it that would be wonderful.  

Please contact Karen Severyn and let her know what you would like to donate and the length of time 

you are willing to continue keeping it in your home.  

     There are many opportunities available within His Hand s Community Outreach Ministry. If you would 

li ke to know more about what His Hands Ministry is all about and how you can be a part of the work that 

we do, simply call Karen Severyn, Kathy Sturtz, Cindy Culton or Joan Benkert.  

 

TOGETHER WE ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THIS COMMUNITY !  

 

 

 

Property Care Newsletter  
 

October  2009  

 

     Our Committeeôs major focus continued to be the preparation/renovation 

of the C hurch Manse for our pastor, the Rev. Jason P. Tucker and his family.     

Activities slowed during the month of August as the financial options to cover 

the associated costs were addressed by our Finance Committee. The current 

status and noteworthy developments are:  
Contractor  ï Paulôs Tile & Construction should begin working on the Manse at the end of September, 

pending work permit approval by the township.  

Sewer Line  ï Session has approved to award the contract to Accurate to install two sewer lines  --  one 

for Head Start and one for the M anse.  Work is scheduled to also begin at the end of September or early 

October.  

Insulation  ï To make the Mans e more energy efficient, insulation will be added to the living room and 

dining room ceilings (currently not insulated). After a competitive bidding process, the work was 
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awarded to Quality Insulation.  

Fence  ï A fence will be installed for the side and bac kyard of the manse to add security and to 

discourage people from cutting through the property. A work party *  will be organized to install the 

fence.  Note :  the fencing will not be installed until AFTER the sewer line is completed.  

 

*Work Parties are being  formed to address various remaining  projects tied to readying the M anse 

for occupancy by Jason & his family. In addition to the fencing installation mentioned above, help will 

be needed for finishing the r ear porch, painting inside the M anse (including th e basement) and 

landscaping around the M anse. Sign -up sheets are at the rear of the sanctuary. Persons signing up 

will be contacted when the work is scheduled. Please come join us in helping to complete these tasks.    

 

Other noteworthy work and ongoing ass ignments:  

 

¶ Sign ï The old sanctuary sign will be instal led outside of the CE Building, adjacent to the main 

entrance.   

¶ Security -  Alarm Systems are being looked into fo r both the CE Building and the M anse. A 

security camera option is also being looked int o for monitoring the CE Building/Office entrances. 

This option would be a one - time cost that could provide remote monitoring through a personal 

computer(s).  

¶ Gym ï Estimates are being obtained for repairing the gym roof, including the option of pricing 

out the materials to repair it ourselves.  This is a very big job and would require ten to twelve 

men if we were to do the work ourselves.  

¶ Weekly Lawn Maintenance ï Too few have been taking care of our church grounds. HELP i s 

needed to spread out the work load.  While a sign -up sheet is at the rear of the sanctuary, anyone 

is welcome to join us on Saturday mornings (9:30 a.m. to n oon). As mentioned before, itôs just 

as good as  heading to the g ym  ï itôs great exercise!    J  

¶ Fall Clean - Up is scheduled for Saturday , November 21, 2009 beginning at 9  a.m.  

 

     These are just a sample of the p rojects being worked on by the C ommittee. Again , anyone 

interested in volunteering , even on a part - time or project - related basis, contact any 

Committee member to join.  

 

Committee  Members:  Rich Culton, John Hogan, Ralph Price, Bruce McKee, Joan Ross,  Karen Severyn, 

Rick Severyn, John Specht, Gary Stevenson and Bill Walsh.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, Rick Severyn  

 

 

  

Live Nativity  
 

 Mark Your Calendars  -  Volunteers Needed  

 

     Our LIVE NATIVITY will be held on Sunday, December 20, 2009, from 

7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  We will need 20 actors ï no experience necessary!  

We will also need people (with muscles) to help Ralph set up the stable at 

2:00 p.m. on December 20.  We will need 5 ba kers to supply refreshments 

to the volunteers.  Two runners will also be needed to greet the cars and 

give the driver a CD and then run back to the exit to retrieve it.  

     This program requires about 35 volunteers.  In mid -November, I will have a sign -up  sheet in the 

back of the Sanctuary.   

     If you are thinking of a part you would really like to play, l et me know as soon as possible.  This 

proves to be an exciting evening for all involved.  

Cindy Culton  
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Baptism signifies the faithfulness of God , the washing away of 

sin, rebirth, putting on the fresh garment of Christ, being sealed 

by Godôs Spirit, adoption into the covenant family of the Church, 

and the resurrection and illumination in Christ.  

Book of Order W -2.3004  

 

On Sunday, August 30, 2009,  REAGAN NICOLE CONNOLLY  was  

baptized by Rev. Jason P. Tucker during the morning worship service , and the congregation  

committed themselves  to nurture this  child in faith.  

 

May God grant the Connolly family all the blessings of His gentle love.  

 

 

 

Sunday School Mini -Crop Walk  
 

Sunday, October 25, 2009  

 

     The Nursery through 5 th  Grade Sunday School will be raising money for CROP 

by having a mini -walk around the church grounds on Sunday, October 25, 2009 

during the Sunday School hour.  

     If you would l ike to sponsor a Sunday School class, you may do so by using a 

sponsorship envelope found at the rear of the Sanctuary during the month of 

October. Enclose your check made out to CWS/CROP and place it in the offering 

plate or send it to the Church Office.  Please make sure you note which class you want to sponsor.  

     Thank you for your support.  CROP helps people around the world as well as our local food pantries.  

 

 

 

Sunday, October 25, 2009  

Walk: 1:30 p.m.  

Alvin Williams County Park, Woodbridge  

 

     What is a CROP Hunger Walk?  It is n eighbors walking together to take a stand 

against hunger in our world. Together we raise awareness and funds for 

international relief and development, as well as local hunger - fighting.  

     Walkers for this yearôs Woodbridge Area Crop Walk may register and pick up their sponsor envelopes 

at the table in the rear of the Sanctuary . 

 

Walk or sponsor a walker.  It makes a difference for our community and the world!  

 

 

Signed, Sea led ,  Delivered --  Heçs Ours!!! 
 

     We are pleased to announce that on Sunday, September 20, 2009, the Rev. 

Jason P. Tucker was installed as the new minister of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Avenel.  

     This was indeed a glorious day for Jason and his family, as well as for our 

entire congregation. We look forward to countless years of Jasonôs ministry, 

fel lowship and spiritual guidance and enlightenment .   
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The Fish Hospitality Program  
 

     The FISH Hospitality Program, an affiliate of Famil y Promise, gives us the 

opportunity to welcome and care for women and families, improving their lives 

one week at a time.  It is a tri - county program serving Middlesex, Union and 

Somerset Counties in New Jersey. Avenel Presbyterian Church is one of 15 host  

congregations serving the tri - county area.  

     From January 1, 2009 thru June 30, 2009, these 15 host congregations 

sheltered 23 family units for a total of 46 persons.  The number of adults was 26 

and the number of children was 20 .  Guests normally stay  for a period of 6 months then move into their 

own housing.  

     There are many success stories because of this program and your help.  Success  is only possible 

when we all work together as  volunteers.  As volunteer Catherine Stanford from the Christ Unite d 

Methodist Church  of Piscataway  said, ñBeing a volunteer with FISH Hospitality has given me a very real 

and specific opportunity to accompany my neighbors when they are in need.  I have grown in spiritual 

maturity as I have practiced following Christ in t his simple task.ò 

     There are opportunities to donate time, food and other needs to help families who are working 

toward self - sufficiency and independence.  See more information in Stream Lines and the Sunday 

bulletin the next time we are  the  host congr egation for this program.     

 

 

 
 

Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and 

Their Families  

 

Jason Bone, Amy Updike, Bryan Palmer, Justin 

Kitchen, Carson Severyn, David Sturtz, Donna 

Palmer, Edward Merz, Michael Barany, Robert 

Bart, Daniel Hedner, Brian W illiams, Brian Ragas, 

Michael Warren, Anthony Battito  

 

FREEDOM ISNôT FREE. 

SOMEBODY PAID.  

 

 

 
 

Jolan Farkas, Eleanor Smith, Toni Anderson, 

Elizabeth Price and Linda Bisgaard  

  

Prayer Requests  

 

To add someone to this list, please 

call the Church Office at  

732 -634 -1631  

 

Recent Concerns  

 

Karen Clauberg (relative of Cheryl Mock), Mary 

Corigliano (cousin of Carol Palmer), Bryan 

Palmer, Bill Hor hay (co -worker of Pat Battito),  

Rose Szymanski (neighbor of Joan Benkert), Bob 

Woods, Bridgit Sigley (friend of Carol Palmer), 

Kyle Sisk  (friend of Carol Palmer) , Edith Cloidt , 

Lacey Fowler, Tyler Rich  (cousin of Carol Palmer) , 

Keri Schafer  (niece of Joan and Wayne Collins) , 

James Hawke  (uncle of Mary Anne Coyle) , Kathy 

McKelligett  

 

 

Those with On - Goin g  Long - Term Concerns  

 

Edward and Betty Dobson, Jennifer Perez, Tyler 

Rich and Family (cousin of Carol Palmer), Betty 

Price, Dorothy Piperi (mother of Carolyn Gilliganôs 

co-worker), Diana Dydak, Marlene Sian (friend of 

Carolyn Gilligan), Jeremy Hogan, Don Gilligan, 

Leo and Luc ille Webber (friends of Carolyn 

Gilligan), Esther Nielsen, Phil Prasser  

 

 

 


