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    ñI canôt tell you how much I long for you to enter this wide -

open, spacious life. We didnôt fence you in. The smallness you 

feel comes from within you.  Your lives arenôt small, but youôre 

living them in a small way.  Iôm speaking as plainly as I can and 

with great affection. Open up your lives. Live openly and 

expansively!ò  --  2 Corinthians 6:11 -13 (The Message )  
 

September 2009  

 

     Thereôs no easy way to end summer, is there?  It just kind of collides into fall with reckless abandon.  

Summer vacation is a blur, and we are left with nothing but pictures, sandy shoes, peeling skin, and 

maybe a novelty t - shirt or two.  The kids are back  to school and we havenôt even fully unpacked from 

vacation.  And now, the thoughts of sunshine and hamburgers that occupied our brains for three months 

have quickly been overtaken by schedules and shopping lists.  In fact, people ask us where we went this  

summer and we struggle to remember ðbecause those memories have already been purged from our 

minds. Our hectic schedules hurl us from place to place without a moment to spare. And somewhere in 

the chaos of this everyday living, between the morning coffee a nd the evening news, we start 

wondering, ñWhy am I so exhausted?ò  

 Everyday life is like a storm that rages all around us.  And itôs exhausting just trying to keep our 

heads above water. We hear the deafening wind, we see the turbulent waters, and we hudd le together 

like panicked disciples crying out to God, with nothing on our minds but our own fear.  Sickness, war, 

paying the bills, college tuition, SAT scores, a bad alternator, computer viruses, tsunamis, elections, 

baby on the way, social security, job  security, making a bad marriage good, keeping a good marriage 

good, dating, ministry, car loans, home loans, retirement investments, what to make for dinneréthe 

storm indeed rages.  And with its incessant pounding on our brains, we beg in to feel confined,  restricted  
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and very, very small.   

 In this passage from 2 Corinthians, the apostle Paul discusses the ñsmallness we feelò in this 

midst of lifeôs continual storm. Sometimes we may be alive but weôre not really living .  You see , 

nothingôs going to change the fact that we need to provide for our family, or have a working vehicle, or 

need to think about the future, health care, retirement, etc.  Most of these things we canôt control, but 

we can  control our reaction to these needs.  We can either curl up in the corner of our boat as the 

waves spray over the side, or we can faithfully stand tall, trusting that Jesus is on board and will see us 

safely through these choppy waters.  

 And therein lies the key to living ñopenly and expansivelyò as Paul suggests.  Itôs trusting that 

God will navigate us through this stormy life.  And itôs being open to any direction the boat is steered.  

By living in this kind of trust, we are free to relax, free to enjoy the adventure, and free to live knowi ng 

that anything is possible.  We can actually be free enough to live a life that is wide -open .  

     But we are never  called to do it alone.  Christian faith is a faith lived in community .  Itôs how weôre 

wired. Thereôs something about fellowship with other Christians that makes things better ðthat eases 

our burdens and helps us to grow closer with God.  This fall there will be many opportunities to grow in 

this community of faith.   

    Two of these opportunities begin in September .  First, I will be teachi ng a n adult Sunday school class 

every week beginning Sept ember 13 th  at 9:00 a.m. in Ken Hunt Lounge.  Itôs called ñFaith Seeking 

Understanding,ò a 13-week class that will cover the major doctrines of the Christian faith.  And the 

second is a weekly bible s tudy I will be teaching on Wednes day nights, beginning Sept emb er 16 th  at 

7:00 p.m.  in Jacob Morgan Hall on Paulôs letter to the ñRomans.ò  Childcare will be provided (please sign 

up by calling the office).  

     May God help all of us to look to Him even in the midst of lifeôs stormðthe chaos of everyday living.  

And may we shed our self - imposed  sense of smallness and live in  the wide -open spaces of Godôs love.  

Summer vacation may be over, but the freedom Christ brings never ends.  Have a blessed month!  

 

In Christ,  

Rev. Jason Tucker  

 

 

 

The deadline for the October  2009 issue of Stream Lines will be 

Wednesday , September 16 , 2009 at 12:00 noon.  

 

Remember to email your articles to:  

 

Susan Smolsky at streamlines@comcast.net  

Carol Palmer at avenelpres@verizon.net  

 

 
 
 

 
 

From the  
Editor  

 

 

     The October 2009 issue will be available for online reading and printing on or about Wednesday, 

September 23 , 2009, and will be available to those who have no internet service and pick up their 

copies in th e Sanctuary on Sunday, September 27 , 2009.  

 

 

 

Worship Leaders Needed  

 

     The Worship Committee and Rev. Tucker are seeking members who are willing to 

be worship leaders or to assist in worship.  This would entail the reading of 

scripture, prayer or a brief testimony.  

     If you feel you would like to participate, please c all the Church Office at 732 -

634 -1631.  
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Kick - Off Sunday  

 

     Sunday School classes will begin on Sunday, September 13, 2009 from 

9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  

     The Sunday morning worship service returns to a 10:30 a.m. start 

beginning Sunday, September 13, 2009 in the Sanctuary.  

     Communion for September will be on Kick -Off Sunday, September 13, 

2009, and not  on the customary first Sunday of the month.  

 

Church Office Hours  

 

     The Church Office will be closed on Monday, September 7, 2009 for the Labor Day holiday.  

 

 

     

                                         From the Choir  Loft  
 

     Fall is just around the corner and that means the music program will soon be kicking 

off again for another year.  

     The Chancel Choir, under the direction of Francesco Santelli, is our adult choir. You 

are cordially invited to join us by coming to o ur rehearsals on Thursday nights from 7:30 

to 9:00 p.m. in the Choir Room.  

     Our first rehearsal is Thursday, September 10, 2009. Hope to see you there!  

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for the installation of our new pastor, the Rev. Jason P. 

Tucker, on Sunday, September 20, 2009 at 3:00 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary.  

 

 

 

 

     In June, when I found out that the mission group was coming  from 

Frenchtown, I approached Property C are and offered to coordinate the meals 

for the group.  

     They would need 3 meals a day, and snacks and drinks in between, for 

the week they were with us.  There were 27 from Frenchtown and about 10 

from our church.  

    I asked Bobbie, Shirley and Wayne for help. We had a few meetings, and 

with our agendas i n hand, we took off. I donôt think I ever made so many phone calls in my life! The 

response by everyone was a blessing.  

     We would like to thank everyone who got up VERY early to make breakfast each day, who brought 

grocery items in preparation for the arrival, who donated money, who arranged bowling and 

chaperoned, who opened their pool, who invited them over for a bon fire, who provided a movie night in 

Ken Hunt Lounge, who made phone calls and wrote letters for donation s, who hosted and ate with them  

(and drove long distances to do so) , who prepared meals, who brought a Jell -O mold on a day when I 

was going to leave church a t 10:30 p .m .  and go home to make a Jell -O mold  (needless to say I didnôt 

have to ), who prepared desserts, who delivered baked goods from Pathmark and who worked and 
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fellowshipped with them during the day.  

     The work the mission group did was a real gif t to our church.  But an evener bigger gift was felt by 

all of us working TOGETHER that week. God has Great plans for our church!  Everyone who helped with 

this effort was a part of the plan, and they knew it. Thank you all.  

 

In Christ, Cindy Culton  

 

 

Sunday School Wish List 
 

If you donate any of the supplies listed below, the Sunday School would 
greatly appreciate it. 

 
 

Computer Paper Card Stock Paper Fun Tack 
Masking Tape Poster Board Laminating Paper 

Dry Eraser Markers Tissues Laminating Machine 
Dry Erasers  Colored Pencils Markers 

Permanent Markers Crayons Glitter Glue 
Scotch Tape Colored Tissue Paper Pipe Cleaners 

Felt Adult Scissors Childrenôs Scissors 
AA Batteries Childrenôs Paint Paintbrushes 

Hot Glue Staple Removers Rulers 
One-Hole Punch   

 
 

ñTime is passing.  Yet, for the United States of America, there will be no forgetting 

September the 11 th . We will remember every rescuer who died in honor.  We will 

remember every family that lives in grief.  We will remember the fire and ash, the 

last phone calls, the funerals of the children.ò ï Former President George W. Bush  

 

The World Trade Center, The Pent agon, American Flight 11,  United Flight 175, 

American Flight 77, United Flight 93  

 

Believe in God ï Believe in Prayer ï Believe in America  

 

 
 

41st Annual Holiday Fair  
 

Saturday, October 24, 2009  

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

 

 

     The Committee is in need of the following:   

 

1.  New  items for the Silent Auction table.  

2.  Clean , new or used toys, puzzles, stuffed animals.  

3.  Jewelry and jewelry gift boxes  

4.  Books, audio, CDôs and DVDôs 

5.  White Elephant items --  cleaned, not broken and in working  order  

6.  A Break Down person, in charge of room brea k down at 2:45, the day of the F air  
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     Starting September 27, 2009 , you may leave your donations on the stage in Jacob Morgan Hall. 

Please make sure all items are clean and not broken. Also , it would be a BIG help to the volunteers if 

you could sort the items into the categories listed above, and label your boxes or bags . Please let your 

neighbors  and people that you work with  know that we are taking donations for the above items. If you 

have  any questions, please call Cindy Culton at home or through the Church Office.  

 

     PLEASE DO NOT BRING ANYTHING TO JACOB MORGAN HALL BEFORE SEPTEMBER 27, 

2009.   The stage is used by other people until that time.  

 

Your Fair Committee  

 

 

 

The Kudos Korner  is intended to celebrate the life and accomplishments of 

members young and old, and is open all year round.  

 

CHARLES CAPOUET , grandson of Arleen Schreiber, graduated from McGill 

University in Montreal, Canada on May 31, 2009 with a Bachelor of Science 

degree. He is changing direction, however, from a career in medicine to a career in law and will be 

attending Seton Hall University School of Law on a full scholarship.   

   

Congratulations and best wishes to Charles and his entire family.  

 

 

 

The Bell Has Moved!  

 

     The white doorbell for the Church Office has been removed from the 

double glass doors on the Kirk Street entrance to the Christian 

Education Building. It is now located on the brown door  which is  next 

to the doub le glass doors. The brown door is the outside entrance to 

the Church Office.  

 

 

 

     A big thank you goes to Frank Battito, who fixed our garden tractor. Frank 

donated his time and purchased the parts for the repairs.  Considering this has been 

one of the wettest and fastest grass -growing seasons in memory, I donôt know how 

we would h ave managed our lawn maintenance without our tractor.  Thank you 

Frank for all you did.  

 

Rich Culton, Property Care Committee  
 

 

 

The Joyful Ringers  
 

     The Joyful Ringers, under the direction of Randy Hunt, will hold a 

brief organizational meeting on Kick -Off Sunday, September 13, 

immediately following the worship service.  Fifth graders through adults 

are invited to participate ï no experience neces sary!  If you have any 

questions, please call Randy or Darla Hunt at home or through the Church Office.  

 

 

 

From the  

Church 

Office  
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September Memory Verse 

 

Matthew 5:5  (NIV)  

 
Blessed are the meek, for they will  

inherit the earth.  

 

 

 

 
 

July 2009 ï Bob Harmon ,  father of the Harmon 

family and  our  former,  long - time Church 

Treasurer  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

When you come to the edge of all the light you 

know and are about to step off into the 

darkness of the unknown, FAITH is knowing one 

of two things will happen: there will be 

something solid to stand on or you will be 

taught how to fly.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

September Birthdays 

 

If there are any omissions or errors in the 

September birthday list, please contact the 

Church Office at 732 -634 -1631.  

Thank you!  

 

 

01  Suzanne Warren, Mackenzie Flowers  

02  Sean Battito  

03  Rene Germek, Patrick Lombardi, Sr., Leslie  

      Yuhasz, Lynn Merz, Melissa Kosakowski  

04  Vilma Ambis  

07  Dawn Connolly  

09  Cheryl Mock, David Exantus  

10  Barbara Morgan, Alexandra Searles  

12  Jeannie Martuccio, Jacob Manente  

13  Kiersten Shannon  

14  Richard Olsen, Sophie Culton  

15  Gisela Olsen, Kerry Rittenour  

16  James Englert  

17  Jenny Holtz  

18  Joseph Shannon  

20  Dani Juar ez 

21  Karen Severyn  

22  Christopher Exantus  

23  Mildred Kutcher  

24  Vincent Meehan  

25  Vic Stulga  

27  Erika Ferrie  

28  Frank Battito, Briana Tarby, Aydan Flowers  

29  Susan Haggerty,  Ilene Dodich, Jessica  

      Kaczur  

30  David Pallas  

 

 

 

 

September days have the warmth of summer in 

their bri efer hours, but in their lengthening 

evenings a prophetic breath of autumn.  

 
 

 

 

 Transferred to the Church 
Triumphant 


