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Verse: So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become
new! - 2 Corinthians 5:17
New. We think well of new. We have a penchant for new. How
often do you buy used shoes? Why else would used car sellers
dress up their pitches for previously owned vehicles? How many
of us are virtually obsessed with the latest new technologies:
smart phones and apps to go with them, TVs, entertainment
centers, even golf clubs? We have an appetite for trendy new
clothes, jewelry, cologne, perfume, and restaurants.
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We like new in other ways too. There are times in life when we
welcome the opportunity for a fresh, new start. When not
satisfied with a tee shot, golfers take a mulligan, a no-penalty
do-over. Changes in season present us with the opportunity for a
fresh new start, a new beginning. In a broader sense too, life
gradually moves from one season to another. If we’re blessed to
live through each successive season, we progress from babyhood
to childhood, adolescence, and adulthood. Some stay single,
some marry, become parents, empty-nesters, grandparents.
Some married folks become single again. We enter a new season
when we graduate from one school to another, or move from
school to workplace, or from one job to another, and finally to
retirement.
Each new season presents a new beginning, pregnant with
exciting possibilities to experience life in ways we haven’t before.
It provides chances for us to learn and grow: to tone our bodies,
hone our minds, nurture our relationships, get in touch with our
emotions, and feed our spirits. God desires for us to flourish in
lives of great abundance. Of primary import to God is the
richness of our relationships — with God and one another,
though our consumerist selves often think first of abundance in
material terms. The pastor of a church in Queens, New York,
Peter Scazzero, has authored a book entitled, “Emotionally
Healthy

Church Office Email Address
avenelpres@verizon.net
Stream Lines Email Address
streamlines@comcast.net

September 2013
S

M

T

W

T

F

S

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Healthy Spirituality”. In it he relates words shared with him by a member of the church he serves: “I
was a Christian for twenty-two years. But instead of being a twenty-two year old Christian, I was a oneyear old Christian twenty-two times! I just kept doing the same things over and over and over again.”
Can you hear yourself saying that? If not that, do you long to know God more intimately and to have
more fulfilling human relationships or a more meaningful life in general?
A change in seasons is a perfect time to pursue these things. The Apostle Paul wrote that “... if anyone
is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!”
(2 Cor. 5:17) Having had our relationship with God and one another reconciled by Jesus’ death on the
cross for us, we are by God’s grace, through faith in Christ, God’s new creations, each given a brandnew beginning. We make a turn toward God, forgiven, all shiny and new. God graciously accepts us as
we are and not as we should be (or think we should be). We’re restored to a right relationship with God,
who delights in us, who blesses and equips us with gifts to use in participating in God’s mission of
sharing God’s love and mercy with all humanity.
So if you feel like a one-year old Christian or want to know the depths of the love of this God, this
Jesus, this Holy Spirit, why not show yourself some love in this new church season and nurture your
spiritual self, in community with others seeking the same.
An exciting new season in the life of our congregation begins on September 8 with Kick-Off Sunday.
Nurture your spirit at the 9:00 a.m. adult education class in Ken Hunt Lounge, where we’ll be digging
into Luke’s Gospel. (Please call Stacey at (732) 634-1631 to order a book for the fourteen-week class,
just $20, less than $1.43/wk. For those needing financial assistance, scholarships will be available.) Also
at 9:00 a.m. will be Sunday School for children and youth. At 10:00 a.m. we’ll engage in a new blended
style of worship, followed by a time of fellowship at the back of the Sanctuary. Youth Groups will also
kick off its season of new beginnings that Sunday from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. with a BBQ and Games Night.
Join Oasis, the fun (often funNY) mid-week Bible study/sermon discussion group that meets at 7:00
p.m. on Wednesday evenings in Jacob Morgan Hall.
Abundant joy and peace await God’s new creations. Why not step out in faith, with other of God’s new
creations, stewarding your spiritual self to abundant life, thriving together? Initiate a new beginning for
your soul at Avenel First Pres this Fall. You deserve it!
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a
time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted…
Ecclesiastes 3:1-2
-Bob Louer
Interim Pastor

Stream Lines Information
The deadline for the October 2013 issue of Stream Lines will
be Wednesday, September 18, 2013 at 12:00 noon.
Remember to email your articles to:
Susan Smolsky at streamlines@comcast.net

From the
Editor

The October issue will be available for pickup in the Sanctuary on Sunday, September 29, 2013. It
will also be available for online reading and printing on or about Wednesday, September 25, 2013.
If you are receiving a paper copy and would like to view the newsletter in color, please visit
http://avenelpresbyterianchurch.org/newsletter. All online issues are in color.
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Kick-Off Sunday Morning
Youth Sunday School classes will begin on Sunday, September 8,
2013 from 9:00 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. in the Christian Education
Building.
Adult Sunday School classes will begin on Sunday, September 8,
2013 from 9:00 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. in Ken Hunt Lounge.
The Sunday morning worship service returns to a 10:00 a.m. start beginning Sunday, September 8,
2013 in the Sanctuary. This is a blended service incorporating styles from both our traditional and
contemporary services.
Traditional communion will be celebrated the first Sunday of each month, and by intinction the
remaining Sundays, although on Kick-Off Sunday, we will celebrate communion in the traditional
manner.
Church Office Hours
The Church Office will be closed on Monday, September 2, 2013 for the Labor Day holiday.

IN MEMORY

OF THOSE WHO LOST THEIR LIVES AND LOVED ONES ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

The World Trade Center
The Pentagon
American Flight 11
United Flight 175
American Flight 77
United Flight 93
I want to make a promise
To those I never knew
From this day on, for all my life
I will remember you.
Believe in God – Believe in Prayer –
Believe in America

I know for certain that we never lose the people we love, even to death. They continue to participate in
every act, thought and decision we make. Their love leaves an indelible imprint in our memories. We
find comfort in knowing that our lives have been enriched by having shared their love.
- Leo Buscaglia
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Annual Ladies Tea
Saturday, October 19, 2013
First Presbyterian Church of Avenel
Jacob Morgan Hall – 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

RSVP BY OCTOBER 1, 2013
Reservations must be made early. We are limited
to 80 people in JMH. NO TICKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR.
Please feel free to invite your friends. Age 13 years and older only.

Please return this portion to:
Barbara Ciocci
c/o First Presbyterian Church of Avenel
621 E. Woodbridge Avenue
Avenel, NJ 07001

Make your check payable to the First
Presbyterian Church of Avenel
Note “TEA” on the memo line
of your check

Donation $10.00 per person. Please include donation with your response.
Number Attending: ______________________
Donation Enclosed: ______________________
If you are paying for more than yourself, please list the names of your guests also.
Your Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Name(s) of Guest(s): ______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Sunday

School

Registration

We will be starting Sunday School on September 8, 2013 at 9:00 a.m.
in the Christian Education Building.
Please send your registration forms to the office if you have not already done so. You can also send an
email to me at belphil@comcast.net letting me know if your child will be attending Sunday School and
fill out the form when you come on September 8. You can also find the form on our website, as well as
in this issue of Stream Lines.
Belinda Kerchner, Sunday School Director
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First Day of Autumn
Sunday, September 22, 2013

CHANGE A LIFE
Bring a Friend to Church

Worship

Assistants

ATTENTION ALL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS AND ANYONE WHO THINKS THEY MIGHT
BE INTERESTED IN BEING A WORSHIP ASSISTANT.
Rev. Louer will be having a Worship Assistant training session in the near future. Please check your
weekly bulletin for the date and time. Please prayerfully consider this very gratifying opportunity and
direct any questions you may have to Rev. Louer, Carolyn Stevenson or Carolyn Gilligan.

Sermon Podcasts

There are many new weekly sermon podcasts
available through our website at
http://avenelpresbyterianchurch.org. On our
main menu, click Media, then Podcasts.
You can also acccess the podcasts directly at
http://www.podpoint.net/Avenel.
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First Presbyterian Church of Avenel
SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM 2013-2014
Youth Sunday School (Pre-School thru High School) Starts on
September 8, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. in the Christian Education Building

Please Print Clearly
Child’s Full Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth: __________/__________/_______________

Age: _________

Grade: __________

Street Address: ______________________________________________________________________
Town: ________________________________

State: ___________

Zip Code: _______________

Father’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _________-_________-_____________

Cell #: _________-_________-_____________

Mother’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _________-_________-_____________

Cell #: _________-_________-_____________

Guardian’s Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _________-_________-_____________

Cell #: _________-_________-_____________

Emergency Contact Person: ____________________________________________________________
Relationship to Child: _________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _________-_________-_____________

Cell #: _________-_________-_____________

E-mail Address: ______________________________________________________________________
Allergies: ___________________________________________________________________________
Signature: ______________________________________

Date: _______/_______/____________

I give my permission to allow my child __________________________________ to be photographed or
videoed for the purpose of showing Sunday School activities as a display on our church website at
http://avenelpresbyterianchurch.org.
Signature: __________________________________________________________________________

Please return your completed form to the First Presbyterian Church of Avenel,
621 E. Woodbridge Avenue, Avenel, New Jersey 07001
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matter of conscience between you and God. Seek
discernment from the Holy Spirit. Then respond —
not out of guilt or compulsion, but with joy and in
freedom, with a spirit of generosity, moved by
heartfelt gratitude for God’s grace in your life. Let
your creativity roam as you consider how you
might favor Christ’s church by revising your
financial giving. Perhaps you could give more
sacrificially. Could you offer God your premium
cable TV package, dinners out, coffee at Dunkin
Donuts, Starbucks, and Quick-Chek, or other nonnecessity? Maybe the rhythm of summer, with its
vacation time has gotten you behind on your
giving. Have you remembered to include the
church in your will? This discernment process may
also reveal new ways you can steward the faith
God has given you, along with God’s time, and the
talents with which you’re blessed to serve God
through this church. Thank you for serving in this
way.

Food for Thought and
Action: Whose Stuff is
it Anyway, and for
What?
It’s humbling, isn’t it —
how God, who created us
and all that is, and from
whom all blessings flow,
dignifies our humanity by
pursuing and redeeming us and allowing and
enabling us to participate in God’s unfolding
mission here on earth? We walk with fellow
followers of Jesus who deem it a privilege to serve
the Body of Christ. Modern concepts of human
ownership of possessions obscure the biblical
principles about whose stuff it is. So too the
American white man’s concept of ownership and
sale of land confused Native Americans, who saw it
as communal, and belonging to the Great Spirit.
The resources we have to participate in God’s
mission here on earth (that’s why we’re here), all
of them, are God’s. Always. They’re not ours.
Ever. The creation is God’s. “Our” bodies are
God’s. Time is God’s. The talents with which God
blesses us are God’s. The material and financial
resources that we often perceive to have “earned”
and “own” belong to God. It’s all God’s stuff.

-Bob Louer
Interim Pastor

The mind-blowing news is that this God has
appointed us (Imagine? -- you, me, and all
humanity?) as stewards of God’s magnificent and
abundant largesse! God’s intent is not for us to
pile God’s stuff up for ourselves. To be sure, God
blesses us by providing for our well-being, even
for our being well-to-do. However, God is a God of
relationship. God blesses us because God loves us,
and God desires that we share God’s blessings and
love in relationship with others. We are blessed to
be a blessing. That’s how the economy in God’s
Kingdom works. And the reason it works that way
is so everyone might know the depths of God’s
gracious love for them, so that they might respond
to God with us, in grateful praise and humble
obedience.

N E W

M E M B E R S!
During the morning worship services on Sunday,
July 14, 2013 and August 4, 2013, two new
members publicly professed their faith in Jesus
Christ and were received into the fellowship and
ministry of our church.
We welcome as members of the church and
servants of God:

Adrienne Lee Ortega
Robin Dawn Kavaja

As you may know, this congregation is facing
some sobering economic realities. As of monthend July, there’s a year-to-date budget shortfall of
over $21,500. On behalf of the Stewardship
Committee, Session, and membership of this
church, I respectfully request that you give
prayerful
consideration
to
your
financial
contribution to the mission and ministry of Jesus
Christ through this church. How you respond is a

BAPTISM
During the morning worship service on July 14,
2013, new member Adrienne Lee Ortega
received the sacrament of baptism.
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From the Christian Education Committee
The Christian Education Committee is pleased to introduce
Michael Sipla as our part-time Youth Director. Michael has
come to us from Cairn University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
He is studying Bible with an emphasis in Christian counseling.
Michael volunteered last year as an advisor with the fellowship group and will now replace Lacey Fowler
as director. Please support Michael and this important ministry to our church community!
The Christian Education Committee would like to thank Lacey Fowler
for the fantastic job she did last year as our part-time Youth Director!
We thank you, Lacey, for your many hours of planning and working
with our youth and the community.
Bringing the Word of the Lord to our youth is such an important ministry, and we appreciate all the work
you did to keep this ministry going!

Vacation Bible School 2013
The Kingdom Rock Adventure at Avenel Pres. was wonderful!
We had approximately 87 children that attended VBS this year. Thanks to
our 40 teachers and helpers, our Kingdom adventures made lasting
impressions. Parents, grandparents and children complimented our program
and staff. Everyone had a wonderful time!

Sir Valiant

A local family with a sick child was our mission project this year. We
collected $500.00 for this family to help with their numerous expenses. We
also collected aluminum tabs for Ronald McDonald House in New Brunswick, and our campers stocked
JoAnn’s Food Pantry with many needed supplies.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the following people who donated their time and talents to
make our VBS a huge success:
Bobbie Altieri, Nick Altieri, Vilma Ambis, Ed Benkert, Joan Benkert, Shirley Benkert, Garret Canfield,
Heather Canfield, Stacey Castro, Cindy Culton, Delia Culton, Heidi DePalma, Andrew Ferguson, Elaine
Ferrie-Kaczmarek, Erika Ferrie, Brandon Gallup, Caitlin Germek, Rachael Haggerty, Suzanne Hatatah,
Pastor Louer, Jane McKee, Bruce McKee, Jessica Miller, Nicole Musselman, Sierra Musselman, Gayle
Nolan, Gisela Olsen, Carol Palmer, Linda Palmerini, Gay Patrouch, Joshua Perez, Samuel Perez, Arleen
Schreiber, Jamie Sterlacci, Carolyn Stevenson, Kylie Swierk, Victoria Swierk, Jackie Turnbull and Alexis
Zwidinger.
Thank you all for your dedication and willingness to serve.
Carolyn Gilligan
VBS Coordinator
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Everyone is Welcome!
Starting on Sunday, September 8, 2013, we will have an Adult Sunday School Class
from 9:00 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. in Ken Hunt Lounge. We will be studying the Gospel of
Luke in a 14 week course using the resource book, Good News for All: The Gospel
of Luke, by Carol J. Miller. Call Stacey in the Church Office so we can order a book for
you. The cost of the study book is $20.00. If you are able, please cover the cost of
your book when you receive it.
If you have any questions, please see Shirley Benkert or call the Church Office at
732-634-1631.

HIS HANDS MINISTRY
We would like to thank everyone who has helped the Clothes Closet!
Thank you for all the clothing that has been donated. Sorting of the clothes is
done once or twice a month, and we have a group of people who come and sort
and have a good time together too. Once a month, we have dedicated volunteers
who give up their Saturday morning to bag the clothes that the people are taking.
There is always set-up and clean-up. Each month an average of 30 people come and find clothing or
other items that they need for their families.
We would also like to thank Karen Severyn who, many years ago now, had the vision to start this
ministry. It has served many families and many have served the Lord through this ministry.
If you would like to help in any way, please see Shirley Benkert or call the Church Office at 732-6341631.

Church Family,
As I prepare to move to my new Florida home, I want you to know that I will
miss our fellowship together, but I do intend to visit in the future.
I will continue praying for you at Avenel First Presbyterian, and also ask for your
prayers as I seek a Florida church to worship at.
My new address is:

Suzanne Hatatah
690 Eastpointe Parkway
Sarasota, FL 34232

I welcome hearing from you! My hope is that we will always keep our faith in our Lord Jesus Christ
front and center. God bless you as we continue our life journeys.
In Christian love,
Suzanne

[9]

First Presbyterian Church of Avenel

YOUTH KICKOFF 2013
We are excited to launch another amazing year of
Youth Ministry here at FPCA!
We Gather Every Sunday from 6 to 8 p.m. in Jacob Morgan Hall
Activities – Games – Food – Worship - Digging into God’s Word

Join us on Kick-Off Sunday for our

WATER GAMES NIGHT AND BARBECUE
When: Sunday, September 8, 2013 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Where: Here @ FPCA
Who: Anyone 6th thru 12th Grade
Youth and Parents,
I am sincerely excited to begin another year with the youth at First Presbyterian Church of Avenel! There
are many exciting events and activities planned for the coming school year. If you need anything, please
do not hesitate to contact me! We are here for you and your family!
I will also be sending out email updates to parents/guardians. If you are interested, please send me an
email and I will add you to the list.
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together,
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”
-Hebrews 10:24-25
In Christ Alone,
Michael Sipla, Youth Director
MPSipla@gmail.com

Labor Day Reflections
Labor Day brings to mind picnics, cookouts and family gatherings.
Falling on the first Monday in September, it marks the unofficial end of
summer and the beginning of a new school year. But the holiday was
created in 1882 to honor the social and economic contributions of
American workers.
In a strong economy, it’s easy to take for granted the ability to work and
be paid well. But times have changed during the past few years, with
many people still struggling with unemployment and under-employment.
During our holiday celebrations this year, let’s give thanks for the jobs we have, pray for those who
aren’t as fortunate, and offer words of encouragement or help to someone who needs it.
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Youth Groups Kick-Off Night
DONATIONS NEEDED AND APPRECIATED!
Our Mid-level/Senior High Fellowship is having a barbeque to kick
off their new year on Sunday, September 8, 2013. They could use
your help in donating some supplies. They need:







24 hot dogs
24 hot dog rolls
12 hamburgers
12 hamburger rolls
Cheese
Chips

Any amount you could donate would be helpful. If you are willing to donate, please see Shirley Benkert.
Thank You!
Christian Education Committee

MOMS Club of Woodbridge, NJ
The MOMS Club of Woodbridge, NJ is a chapter of the International MOMS Club, a
non-profit organization. The MOMS Club is a 501(C)(3) publicly-supported charity
registered with the IRS.
The MOMS Club (Moms Offering Moms Support) was founded in 1983 by Mary, an
at-home mother who felt isolated in her community. From that single chapter,
there are now over 2,100 chapters and 100,000 members around the world!
Our membership consists of Mothers in Woodbridge Township with children
ranging in age from newborns to teenagers. Surrounding ourselves with other mothers offers an
outstanding network of support during the day, when stay-at-home moms need it most.
The primary goals of our group are to provide moral support to at-home moms (whether full or parttime) and to provide activities to promote growth, development and friendships for our children in a
healthy environment. The MOMS Club also provides an open forum for topics of interest to women,
giving mothers a voice in their community.
The organization performs several community oriented service projects and fundraisers throughout the
year. These projects and fundraisers benefit local women and children.
Members host many fun activities for Moms and their children, including age-specific weekly playgroups,
craft and story play dates, Moms Nights Out, holiday parties, field trips and an annual family picnic.
Interested? Contact the MOMS Club of Woodbridge at http://woodbridgemoms.webs.com.
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Pastor Nominating Committee
PNC Update – As of July 8, the PNC has reviewed a total of 83
pastor candidate resumes. Of these resumes, we took a more indepth look at 27 and interviewed 9 of these candidates. We are
currently in the process of reviewing additional sermon samples
from the top 27 candidates and scheduling some follow-up
interviews.
The Committee, comprised of Ed Benkert, Delia Culton, Wayne Dubin, Elaine Ferrie, Carolyn Gilligan,
Christian Marshello, Bruce McKee and Carolyn Stevenson, is very optimistic of the selection process so
far.
Please feel free to give any comments or feedback you have to any of these individuals. We welcome
your comments.

The First Presbyterian Church of Avenel presents

ANNUAL POTLUCK SUPPER
and GAME NIGHT
Sunday, September 29, 2013
Awesome food, fun and Christian fellowship!
Potluck Supper begins at 5:00 p.m. in Jacob Morgan Hall, followed by
Game Night in the Gym. Please bring your favorite covered dish to share.
Game Night is hosted by the master of game playing – Mr. Ed Benkert!
Every game night needs players and an audience, so everyone is welcome!
Mark your calendar and prepare to have FUN!!!

WOMEN’S MONDAY NIGHT EXERCISE CLASS
The Women’s Monday Night Exercise Class will resume on September 9, 2013 at 7:00
p.m. in Jacob Morgan Hall. If you have any questions, see Gay Patrouch.
See you there!
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Prayer Requests
To add someone to this list, please
call the Church Office at
732-634-1631
Our Military Servicemen, Servicewomen and
Their Families

Recent Concerns
Diana Atakora, Justina Usuwa, Coutinho Family,
Carmen Aponte, Myrna Martinez, Suzanne
Hatatah, Jenny (Cindy Culton’s neighbor’s great
niece), Cheryl Corbin-Bonder (friend of Elaine
Ferrie-Kaczmarek), Sylvia Cullum, Liz Roth,
Edward (father of Suzanne Hatatah), Madeline
Palmer (Ilene Nisbet’s niece), Moyer Family
(cousins of Laura Meehan), Eleanor Smith, Gary
(friend
of
Suzanne
Hatatah),
Mary
Lee
Montgomery (Pete and Dot Allebach’s daughter),
Dani Juarez, Ritchie (neighbor of Suzanne
Hatatah), Jake Ryan Kost, Eugene Breza

Lauren Hansen, Jeffrey Hansen, Bryan Palmer,
Edward Merz, Jovan Diaz, Anthony Battito,
Michael Warren, Lauren K. Pfeifer, Amy Updike,
Robert Bartko, Rev. Adam Tietje, Daniel Hedner

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE.
SOMEBODY PAID.

Health and Healing
Dot and Pete Allebach, Maureen Nielsen, Harry
Musselman, Jennifer Perez, Eugene Breza,
Thomas Kurzeja
Those with On-Going Long-Term Concerns
Ann Marie Carola (friend of John and Linda
Guarracino), Nancy Leclair (sister of Shirley
Benkert), Jennifer Perez, Diana Dydak, Esther
Nielsen, Josephine DeVito (mother of Carol
Palmer), Tessa Campbell (niece of Arleen
Schreiber)

Eleanor Smith and Toni Anderson

CALLED HOME
July 2013 – Rosemarie Merz Eckhardt, our friend
and church member since September 30, 2001.
Rosemarie was born in Cornwall, England and served her
country as a member of the Woman’s Royal English
Navy during World War II. She served faithfully in our
church with her daughter Lynne. Our sincere and
deepest sympathies to Lynne and the entire Merz family.
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(b): “How are you?”
(g): “I’m fine. How about you? Have you found
your missing rib?
(b): “No.”
(g): “I’ll be flying to New York on the next flight.”
(b): “I’ll be back in 2 weeks time.”
(g): “Give me a call when you get back. You
know my number. Nothing has changed.”
And with a smile, she turned around and waved
goodbye.
One week later, he heard of her death. She had
perished in New York on 9/11 – in the event that
shocked the world.
Midnight. Once again, he lit his cigarette. And
like before, he felt the lingering ache in his heart.
He finally knew that she was the missing rib that
he had so carelessly broken.

Christian Reflections
The Missing Rib
A girl in love asked her boyfriend, “Tell me, who
do you love most in this world?” “You, of course!”
“In your heart, what am I to you?”
The boy thought for a moment and looked
intently in her eyes and said, “You are my rib. In
the Bible, it was said that God saw that Adam was
lonely. During his sleep, God took one of Adam’s
ribs and created Eve.
Every man has been
searching for his missing rib. Only when you find
the woman of your life will you no longer feel the
lingering ache in your heart.”
After their wedding, the couple had a sweet and
happy life for a while. However, the youthful
couple began to drift apart due to the busy
schedule of life and the never-ending worries of
daily problems. Their life became mundane. All
the challenges posed by the harsh realities of life
began to gnaw away at their dreams and love for
each other.
The couple began to have more
quarrels, and each quarrel became more heated.
One day, after a quarrel, the girl ran out of the
house. At the opposite side of the road, she
shouted, “You don’t love me!” The boy hated her
childishness, and out of impulse retorted, “Maybe
it was a mistake for us to be together! You were
never my missing rib!”
Suddenly, she turned quiet and stood there for a
long while. He regretted what he said, but words
spoken are like thrown away water – you can
never take them back. With tears, she went home
to pack her things and was determined on
breaking up.
Before she left the house, the girl said, “If I’m
really not your missing rib, then please let me go.”
She continued, “It is less painful this way. Let us
go on our separate ways and search for our own
partners.”
Five years went by. He never remarried, but he
had tried to find out about her life indirectly. She
had left the country and came back. She had
married a foreigner and divorced.
He felt
anguished that she never waited for him. In the
dark and lonely night, he lit his cigarette and felt
the lingering ache in his heart. He couldn’t bring
himself to admit that he was missing her.
One day they finally met – at the airport – a
place where there were many reunions and
goodbyes. He was going away on a business trip.
She was standing there alone, with just the
security door separating them. She smiled at him
gently.

Things happen each day, many of which are
beyond our control.
Let us treasure every
moment and everyone in our lives. Tomorrow
may never come. Give and accept what you have
today.

Did You Know?
1. Honey is the only natural food which never
spoils.
2. The only continent with no active volcanoes is
Australia.
3. The longest street in the world is Yonge Street
in Toronto, Canada measuring 1,178 miles or
1,896 kilometers.
Famous Firsts in New Jersey
1. The first organized baseball game was played
in Hoboken in 1846.
2. The first boardwalk in the world was built in
1870 in Atlantic City.
3. The first copper mine in America was opened
by enterprising Dutch settlers in the Kittatinny
Mountains, circa 1640.
4. The first drive-in movie theater was built on a
10-acre plot in Camden County in 1933.
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September
Birthdays
If there are any omissions
or errors in the September
birthday list, please contact
the Church Office at 732634-1631. Thank you!

September Memory Verse
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NRSV)

03

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new!

04
07
08
09
10
12
13
14

Thought of the Month

15

“I must do something” always solves more
problems than “something must be done.”

18
20
22
24
28
29

Fall

Renee Germek
Melissa Kosakowski
Patrick Lombardi, Sr.
Lynne Merz
Leslie Yuhasz
Vilma Ambis
Dawn Connolly
Bob Louer
David Exantus
Cheryl Mock
Barbara Morgan
Jacob Manente
Kiersten Shannon
Sophie Culton
Sierra Musselman
Richard Olsen
Felicia Bannerman
Gisela Olsen
Joseph Shannon
Danetta Juarez
Chris Exantus
Vincent Meehan
Frank Battito
Briana Tarby
Ilene Dodich
Susan Haggerty

PRAYER

September days have the warmth of summer in
their briefer hours, but in their lengthening
evenings a prophetic breath of autumn.

THE WORLD’S
GREATEST WIRELESS
CONNECTION!

- Rowland E. Robinson -
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In Our
Denomination

Persons respond to God’s call to honor and serve
God in every aspect of human life




Special Days and Emphases
for September 2013








September 01, 2013 – Christian Vocation
September 02, 2013 – Labor Day
September 08-14, 2013 – Christian Education
Week
September 15, 2013 – Theological Education
and Seminary
September 22, 2013 – Native American Day
September 25-October 02, 2013 – Global Week
of Action Against Gun Violence
September 29, 2013 – Evangelism

As we participate in the community of faith, it may
be helpful to think of it this way: In baptism, we
receive our traveling orders. In the Lord’s Supper,
we receive our food for the journey. Christian
Vocation is about living into our baptismal identity,
answering the call to demonstrate the gospel in all
that we do and say.
Native American Day
In 1993, the Presbytery of Genesee Valley in the
Synod of the Northeast sent an overture to the
205th General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) requesting that Columbus Day be
replaced on the Presbyterian planning calendar
with Native American Day. The General Assembly
considered the overture and proposed that a day
other than Columbus Day be selected and that the
General Assembly Council report back to the 206th
General Assembly in 1994.

What is Christian Vocation?
Vocation – that’s related to our career, right?
After all, we are familiar with the vocational high
school downtown where the students learn a
trade. So, why are we using this word in the
church?
Vocation actually refers to a calling, a word packed
with religious significance. Basically, God has given
each of us gifts and “calls” us to use them in a way
that pleases and glorifies God. Our vocation is the
way in which we respond to the many gifts God
has given us -- how we live our lives.

In consultation with the Native American
Consulting Committee (NACC) and the national
Native American Caucus, the fall equinox, which
falls on September 22 or 23 each year, was
selected. This day marks harvest time for many
American Indian tribes and is a time of celebration
and preparation for winter. This year, the fall
equinox is Sunday, September 22.

The Presbyterian Church (USA) Book of Order says
it in this way:
God calls a people




In their work and in their play
In their thought and in their action
In their private and in their public relationships
(W-5.6001 and W-5.6002)

To believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior
To follow Jesus Christ in obedient discipleship
To use the gifts and abilities God has given,
honoring and serving God
o In personal life
o In household and families
o In daily occupations
o In community, nation and the world

The overture establishing Native American Day
was approved at the 206th General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in 1994 at
Wichita, Kansas. The purpose of the overture was
to “raise awareness of Native ministries and
recognize contributions of Native peoples.” In our
churches it can be the catalyst for education,
awareness, understanding and remembering the
American Indians in our midst and across the
nation -- those living on reservations and tribal
lands, as well as those living in urban areas.

A person responds to God’s call to faith in Jesus
Christ through baptism and through life and
worship in a community of faith.

Celebrate Native American Day by giving
recognition to the presence of Native Americans in
our society and ministry today.

Persons respond to God’s call to discipleship
through the ministries of God’s people in and for
the world.
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